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Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.  

email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 
 

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock 

Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm 
 

All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child 

Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish 

website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church. 

 

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and 

Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the 

Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and pre-

sent and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and 

constitutional acknowledgement of first peoples 

Recent Deaths:  
 

Anniversaries: 

Shirley E Murray, Carol A Bacon, Edward J Bacon,  

Greg Frost, Shae Johnson, Ivan Couzens, Gerda 

Domburg, Anne Russo, Eileen Auld, Watty Crowe, Sr 

Imelda Gallagher RSM, Mary Gilbert, Muriel Mugavin, 

Marie Bicknell, Ronald Smith, Leon Murphy, Des Boland, 

Harriet Stuchbery, Margaret King, Lloyd Zelenc, Kevin 

Compton, Marie Stewart, John McKinnon, Sylvia Beasley, 

Margaret Bannerman,  

 

Prayer Requests:  

Bruno Cancian, Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford,   

Les Hildebrand, Nicky Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne 

Bourke, Rudy Legray, Michelle Mutch,  
If you have any prayer requests please  contact Antonella 

at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin 

may ask for names to be added: Thank you 

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory 

Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait. 

Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory 

You will be able to watch online services at the following links: 
 

St Patrick's Cathedral Parish, Ballarat:   

Mass will be live streamed daily  via the following link: https://www.facebook.com/
patricks.cathedral.9 

or may be watched via the website: www.stpatscathedral.weebly.com 

 

Mass Western Border Parish: Website www.westernborder.church/online-masses/our-local-
parish-masses-online/  

Living the Gospel – Just like Peter  
 
Throughout the gospels, Peter is a fantastic 
example of the common person. He has 
insights of faith at times but usually messes it 
up with his next breath. His question in this 
week’s gospel is one that any one of us might 
ask. I try to do what’s right, but how long do I 
have to hang in there? There has to be a limit 
to patience with someone who keeps 
upsetting me, surely? Jesus shows us that if 
we operate from a motivation of compassion 
and a desire to constantly build relationships 
that are life-giving for both parties, then there 
is no end to the number of times that we try 
to re-build that relationship.  



ADORE - Christmas Daily Advent Reflections 2020 

We are excited to let you know that we are now taking orders 
for Adore—Daily Advent and Christmas Reflections 2020. 

In the day-to-day reality of our lives, especially during the busyness of 
end-of-year activities, it is easy for us to lose sight of what we are truly 
preparing for during Advent and celebrating at Christmas—the 
Incarnation. The magnitude of this event was not lost on the shepherds 
and the Magi who came to adore the Child who is truly Emmanuel: God
-with-us. 
 

As Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI) wrote in God Is Near Us: The 
Eucharist, The Heart Of Life: “Without adoration, there can be no transformation of the 
world.” The life of the creature must be one of adoration. This life of adoration was also not lost 
on our Blessed Mother who cried out in her Magnificat: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my saviour….The almighty works marvels for me. Holy is his name” (Lk 1:46–
49). 

Inspired by the shepherds, Magi and our Blessed Mother, this year’s reflection book, Adore, 
provides a wonderful opportunity for us to take a quiet step out of our daily lives and refocus our 
attention on the Lord in adoration of what he has done for us through his Son. 

Adore is an 88-page pocket-size book containing short spiritually rich, yet accessible, daily 
reflections from the beginning of Advent (29 November 2020) through to the Baptism of the Lord 
(10 January 2021). 

Adore also features beautiful religious artworks from the Masters such as Ghirlandaio, Poussin, 
Champaigne, Botticelli, Le Brun, Fra Angelico and Rubens with enlightening “Artwork Spotlight” 
reflections written by the popular Monsignor Graham Schmitzer. 
 

If you would like to order a copy $4, please email me at  
portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au or phone me on Wednesday’s 
9am to 3pm, 55231046 

TREES THAT WAIT FOR BIRDS  
God of patience, we thank you for birds that 
sit quietly in branches  
And wonder what we humans are doing down 
below.  
May they keep their business to themselves. 
May we learn their lesson of stillness,  
Of oneness with trees and the earth.  
May we hold others as branches hold birds. 
Just like the story of St Kevin and the 
blackbird. May we reach out  
Until the people we hold are ready to fly off 
on their own  
And leave us to wait for the next person you 
send.  
Teach us how to love as your son taught us 
From a tree.  
Amen 

Trees Without Masks 
Simple prayers in the time of a virus  

- Michael McGirr 



Presbytery Account 

Priest support: inc. EFT  $ 310 

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account 

can be made electronically. Details are as follows:    

 

Account Name:  All Saints Presbytery Portland 

BSB:        083 526 

Account No.          24476 6002 

Planned Giving for Parish Account 

Given last week, inc. EFT:  $  2,462 

Pledged Amount $62,400 

Total YTD 2020/21: $ 13,997 

Total YTD 2019/20: $ 15,030 

 

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and dona-

tions can be made electronically. Details are as follows:    

Account Name:  Portland Catholic Church 

BSB:         083 532 

Account No.     5159 81661 

For all who would normally give weekly with cash in your envelopes, we ask if possible, to do the 

following: 

  Organise EFT contributions through your personal online banking 

 Go directly to National Australia Bank (NAB) 64 Percy Street Portland and request that they deposit 

into the Parish and/or Presbytery accounts.  

Details are below. Please make sure that your name and envelope number are recorded.  

Staying Connected - Doing Ministry Safely Online 

A 90 minute online workshop designed for those working with children and young people in 

church communities will be held on Thursday, September 10 from 5.00pm - 6.30pm. More 

information and free registration at www.trybooking.com/BKZSO.   
 

 

 

Annual Pontifical Good Friday Collection – this weekend 

Due to the closure of churches around the world during Holy Week because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Pope Francis moved the date for this collection to this weekend (September 13) to 
coincide with the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross.  This collection promotes the missionary 
work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare assistance to local Christians, 
parishes, schools, orphanages and medical centres. This year, they are facing great challenges 
due to COVID-19.  If you are able, your generosity would again be greatly appreciated. The 
Holy Land Collection option has been added to your parish CDF Pay portal, see link below. 
24 / 25 May 2020 

CDF Pay for Parishes 

Payments can be made by using the below link. 

https://bit.ly/CDFpayPortland  

Creation Examen – September 16, 2020 

You are warmly invited to find an oasis of peace and calm for 45 minutes with a guided 
meditation ‘Finding God in Creation’.  This Creation Examen will be held via zoom on 
Wednesday, September 16 at 7.30pm.  Developed by St Ignatius of Loyola, the Examen is a 
simple technique of prayerful reflection on the events of the day which will help you to listen to 
the inner movements of your heart.  This Ecological Examen asks you to reflect with gratitude 
on your personal relationship with God in creation, to notice where you can do more to protect 
creation and to promote ecological justice by standing in solidarity with those most impacted by 
environmental harm.  Please respond by email to catholicearthcare@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
and you will be sent a link to zoom closer to the date. 

https://bit.ly/CDFpayPortland
mailto:catholicearthcare@ballarat.catholic.org.au

