ST MARY’S PARISH, ROBINVALE
Incorporating St Patrick’s Manangatang
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – 5th & 6th September 2020
Please remember these people in our prayers
Anniversaries:
Mary Ryan; Betty VanBree; Lucia Gervasi
Eileen (Molly) Walsh; Teresa Lambert; Ethel Mason;
William O’Connell; Leo Englefield;
Sick:
Sam Giampaolo; Therese Cummins; Rosa Santos; Kristin Sparto; Debbie
Nolen; Jack Hayes; Basilio Alcodia; Gai Trainer; Serena Jenkins; Jeremy
Dickson; Carmela Garreffa; Sister Basil; Graham (Ripper) Morris;

Parish Office
Ph. 50263068
19 Watkin St
Fr Anthony Nagothu
Administrator
robinvale@ballarat.
catholic.org.au

Caring for our Parish
Parishioners wishing to contribute to the Presbytery/Parish finances during the COVID19 restrictions
may by bank deposit to the Parish account - Westpac: BSB: 033250 Account number: 870747.
St Mary’s Parish has joined with CDF (Catholic Development Fund-Ballarat) and CDF Pay where you
can electronically make a one off payment or set up a regular payment. You receive an electronic receipt
for any payments made. The link for St Mary’s Parish, Robinvale is https://bit.ly/CDFpayRobinvale
Online Mass:
Please see the link for online
Mass celebrated by Fr Anthony at
St. Joseph’s Church, Ouyen for
6/9/2020
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=iRe9lm6DY1o

Pope Francis’ Prayer for Protection from Coronavirus

O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. We entrust
ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,
with steadfast faith. You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. We are
certain that you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting might
return after this moment of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to
the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon Himself,
and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.

Child Protection Sunday – 13th September 2020
The Catholic Church in Australia marks Child Protection Sunday, on which we pray for those who have
been abused, their families and supporters. We recognise the harm done by priests, religious and lay
people in Church settings. We recommit to practices that support survivors and make the Catholic
Church and its ministries the safest possible place for children and vulnerable adults. You can find out
more at: www.catholic.org.au/responseandprevention

Reflection on the Gospel
Today’s gospel indicates that the power to deal with transgression is firmly in the hands of the community. All care must be
taken to allow offenders to recognise and acknowledge their offences without being publically shamed. If that fails, the matter
is referred to a group of witnesses, in line with Israel’s ancient legal practice (Deut 19:15). The next step is referral to the
assembled community. Those who refuse to listen are to be treated as “Gentiles” or “tax-collectors”. Some scholars suggest
that the Matthean Jesus is proposing expulsion of those who refuse to listen. Others consider that he is advocating the sort
of compassionate approach he has personally shown to outsiders, to those in need of conversion. Since every one of us is in
need of conversion in relation to planetary health, compassionate persistence is an attractive option.
We do well to seek the wisdom of others. We have the assurance that Jesus, God-with-us, is present in the assembly. We
also have the assurance that our failure to deal with transgression can leave perpetrators unreconciled and susceptible to
reoffending. We need to “loose” the sins of those who acknowledge their offences. In other words, we are called to forgive
them and thus set them free from the burden of their sins. While the gospel passage focusses on forgiveness, our first concern
must be with those who suffer at the hands of offenders, including the Earth itself. We must “surrender to the sky [our] heart
of anger” (James K. Baxter) and, at the same time, work actively to provide our planetary home and all of its inhabitants with
the Jubilee it surely needs.
Sr Veronica Lawson RSM

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Ez 33:7-9
If you have not warned the wicked man, then I
will hold you responsible for his death.
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as
follows, ‘Son of man, I have appointed you as
sentry to the House of Israel. When you hear
a word from my mouth, warn them in my
name. If I say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch,
you are to die, and you do not speak to warn
the wicked man to renounce his ways, then he
shall die for his sin, but I will hold you
responsible for his death. If, however, you do
warn a wicked man to renounce his ways and
repent, and he does not repent, then he shall
die for his sin, but you yourself will have saved
your life.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 94:1-2.6-9. R. v.8
O that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock
who saves us. Let us come before him, giving
thanks, with songs let us hail the Lord.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.
Come in; let us bow and bend low; let us kneel
before the God who made us for he is our God
and we the people who belong to his pasture, the
flock that is led by his hand. O that today you
would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, as on that
day at Massah in the desert when your fathers
put me to the test; when they tried me, though
they saw my work.’
O that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.

SECOND READING Rom 13:8-10
Love is the fulfilment of the Law.
Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of
mutual love. If you love your fellow men you
have carried out your obligations. All the
commandments: You shall not commit
adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not steal,
you shall not covet, and so on, are summed up
in this single command: You must love your
neighbour as yourself. Love is the one thing
that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why
it is the answer to every one of the
commandments.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, Alleluia!

Cor 5:19

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to
himself; and the Good News of reconciliation
he has entrusted to us.
Alleluia!

Mt 18:15-20
If your brother or sister listens to you, you will
have won that person back.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother
does something wrong, go and have it out with
him alone, between your two selves. If he
listens to you, you have won back your
brother. If he does not listen, take one or two
others with you: the evidence of two or three
witnesses is required to sustain any charge.
But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to
the community; and if he refuses to listen to
the community, treat him like a pagan or a tax
collector. ‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you
bind on earth shall be considered bound in
heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be
considered loosed in heaven. ‘I tell you
solemnly once again, if two of you on earth
agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted
to you by my Father in heaven. For where two
or three meet in my name, I shall be there with
them.’
THE HOLY GOSPEL

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

