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SUNDAY  ASSEMBLY  OF  WORD  AND  COMMUNION 

 

 
RESTRICTIONS ON PLACES OF WORSHIP DURING COVID-19 

AS AT NOVEMBER 23, 2020 
 
The Victorian government restrictions on gatherings in places of worship remain.  Places of worship can 
open as follows: 
 Indoor religious gatherings and ceremonies allowed for groups of 20, total venue cap of 100, density 

quotient of 1 per 4m2. 
 Outdoor religious gatherings and ceremonies allowed for groups of 50, total venue cap of 500, 

density quotient of 1 per 4m2. 
 

Please note that the current provisions about distance between people, signage, hygiene and cleaning, as 
well as keeping a record of attendees, will still be in force.  This record of attendees applies for any 
gatherings in your parish.   
 
While attending a religious gathering there are steps you need to take to keep yourself and others safe 
including not sharing food, drink or items. 
 
In all cases, the following requirements will still apply: 
• Distancing of at least 1.5m between attendees. 
• Signage at the church door specifying the maximum number permitted at any time, allowing 4 

square metres/person. 
• A register of attendees, including name, phone number, date and time attendance.   
• Cleaning by wiping with disinfectant: 

- Frequently touched surfaces (at least twice/day). 
- Whenever a surface is visibly soiled. 

• Holy water fonts are to be emptied or removed.  At the Sign of Peace, the practice of shaking hands 
has ceased.  During this time the congregation will be asked to pray for peace. 

• The distribution of Holy Communion will be in the hand only and not on the tongue.  There will be 
no distribution of the chalice.  

• All ministers of Holy Communion (both ordinary and extraordinary) are to use hand sanitisers before 
the distribution of Holy Communion commences and are not to physically touch anyone in the act 
of blessing. 

• Indoor religious gatherings have a maximum service length of 90 minutes, with a recommendation 
for 30 minutes in between services to ensure that groups do not congregate in front of and around 
places of worship. 

• A venue can only have one religious gathering at a time, whether indoor or outdoor and ceremonial 
participants other than faith leaders are included in the capacity limits. 

• Small choirs or singers should only perform in well ventilated indoor settings and must be limited to 
a maximum of 5 singers or wind instrument players.  Performers must be 2 meters apart and 5 
meters from the audience.  Singing outdoors is strongly recommended. 

• Outdoor religious gatherings can be held near a place of worship with up to 50 people plus a faith 
leader.   
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When considering whether to have gatherings with the limit of 20 people in the congregation, these are 
some points to note:  
• It may be helpful to ask parishioners to book in advance. This might be done through the parish 

office or by a web-based booking service like TryBooking, Eventbrite or Calendly. 
• Ensuring the contact register, attendance limits and cleaning regime are fulfilled will require an 

attendant whenever churches are open; it would be helpful to advertise particular periods of time 
when the church will be open, with intervals between for cleaning. 

• As not every parishioner will be able to be accommodated, it is important that we keep in contact 
in other ways with those who are not physically present. 

 
Further information is available at https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/religion-and-ceremony-third-
step.  Updates are available from the diocesan website www.ballarat.catholic.org.au 

  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/religion-and-ceremony-third-step
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/religion-and-ceremony-third-step
http://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/
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AUSTRALIA DAY 
 
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
 
GATHERING            Stand 
 

A hymn expressing the unity of the community and is a song of praise is sung as the first act of 
worship of the Assembly.   

 
The Leaders move to the front as the hymn is ending.  

 
 
GREETING 
 

All make the sign of the cross. 
 
Leader 1: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 

The Leader addresses the people. 
 
Leader 1: Blessed be God of the universe, 

for this land, 
for its contrasts of landscape and climate, 
for its abundance of wealth and opportunity. 

 
All:  Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Leader 1: Blessed be God for our history, 

with all its struggle in adversity, 
its courage and hope. 
Bless us so that we might be a blessing to others. 

  Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 
All:  Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
Leader 2: Today, we, the people of God, 

gather again to hear and respond to God’s word, 
to return praise and thanks, 
and to share in Communion.  
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We gather today to give thanks for the many blessings 
given to us by God in our homeland, Australia. 
 
We offer our prayer in union with the Church throughout the world, 
with Francis our Pope, Paul Bird, our Bishop, 
and all who mark this day with prayer and worship. 

 
 
OPENING RITE 

 
Choose either the following Penitential Rite or the Gloria for the Opening Rite. 

 
Penitential Rite 
 
Leader 1: Before listening to the Word of God, 
  let us ask for Christ’s mercy. 
 
 Brief pause for silent prayer. 
 
Leader 1: Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
 
All:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Leader 1: You came to call sinners: 
  Christ, have mercy. 
 
All:  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Leader 1: You plead for us at the right hand of the Father: 
  Lord, have mercy. 
 
All:  Lord, have mercy. 

OR 
 
Gloria 
 
Leader 1: With people everywhere, let us glorify our God in joyful praise: 
  Glory to God in the highest, 
 
All:  and on earth peace to people of good will.  

 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father.  
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Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us.  
 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
Leader 2: Let us pray. 
 
 Brief pause for silent prayer. 
 

Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, 
that as the Cross shines in our southern skies, 
so may Christ bring light to our nation, 
to its peoples old and new, 
and by saving grace, transform our lives. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

 
All:  Amen. 

 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 32: 15- 18       Sit 

  
A period of silence, about one or two minutes, is recommended at the conclusion of each reading. 

 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 84:  9-14 
 
Response: The Lord speaks of peace to his people.  

The Readings and the Responsorial Psalm are particular readings for Australia Day  
and can be found in the third volume of the Lectionary –  

Lectionary III for Ritual Masses and Masses for Various Needs and Occasions.  
To find the readings and psalm, just check the Index of Readings at the back of the book. 
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SECOND READING:  Romans 12: 9-13 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:          Stand 

 
All:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Happy the peacemakers: 

they shall be called children of God.  Alleluia! 
 
 
GOSPEL:   Matthew 5: 1-12 
 

One of the Leaders goes to the lectern. 
 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Leader: A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 

The Leader makes the sign of the cross on the book, then on forehead, lips and breast.   
 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

At the end of the Gospel: 
 
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
SHARED REFLECTION           Sit 
 
 A shared reflection explaining the meaning which these readings had for their original hearers, and 

indicating how these readings apply to this particular community, should now be given. 
 
 The shared reflection may be led by one of the Leaders or another person from the Assembly. 
 
 The reflection must be prepared beforehand and should be a sharing of what the scripture is saying 

to us today, rather than a ‘sermon type’ presentation. 
 
 The reflection should only be of 3-5 minutes duration. 
 
*  If this is not done, the following should be said:   
 
Leader: Let us now reflect in silence on the words of the Gospel and take them to our hearts. 
 
 A brief time of reflective silence should be allowed before the Profession of Faith. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED       Stand 
 
Leader 1: Sisters and brothers, let us now stand and reaffirm our faith, the faith of the Church: 

 Allow time for the assembly to stand and then say: 

All:  I believe in God,  
  the Father almighty,  

Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, (all bow) 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

The people are invited to pray; after the Prayers of the Faithful, the concluding prayer is said. 
 
It is desirable that the individual prayers be given by someone other than the leader. 

 
 
Invitation to Prayer: 
 
Leader 2: Happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of God. 

On Australia day we give thanks for our country,  
its people and its beauty. We ask God’s blessing on Australia. 

 
Prayers of the Faithful as prepared by the community or as suggested below.  It is recommended 
that prayers for vocations to the Priesthood, Religious Life and the Plenary Council be included in 
the Prayers of the Faithful. 

 
Leader: For a spirit of thanksgiving (pause).  

Australia is the Land of the Holy Spirit.   
May we be a people who are thankful for the gifts of the Spirit,  
for the bounty of the land, for the many cultures and people.  
Lord, hear us: 

 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader: For a spirit of tolerance (pause). 
Australia is gifted in the variety of its people.   
May we respect all the people of Australia  
with a special concern for the first inhabitants of our land;   
and may we rejoice in the variety of gifts God has given to our land.  
Lord, hear us:   
 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader: For a spirit of justice and peace (pause). 
  Australia is a land blessed by God.   

May we show our gratefulness to God  
by our resolve to live by the Gospel,  
concerned for justice in our country,  
especially towards those whom society rejects. 
Lord, hear us: 

 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: For a spirit of being content with what God gives (pause). 
  Jesus declares happy those who are poor in spirit.  

May we be thankful for God’s gifts,  
content with what we have  
and at peace with God and our land.  
Lord, hear us: 

 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Concluding Prayer: 
 
Leader: God of all creation, we praise you and thank you for our country.   

May we all live in peace, respecting one another in mutual love.  
We ask this through Jesus, your Son, our Lord. 

 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
COLLECTION            Sit 

 
Leader 1: Please be seated as we now take up the collection, 

which is part of our contribution to the life and work of the Church. 
 

As the collections are being gathered, quiet instrumental music could be played. When concluded, 
the collection is placed in an appropriate place at the front of the Church. 
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PRAYER OF PRAISE           Stand 
 
Leader 2: Let us now stand and praise God who is the source of our faith. 
 
 Brief pause for silent prayer. 
 
Leader 2: Blessed are you, Lord our God, king of all ages; 

from eternity you have called us to be your people, 
to sing your praise at all times. 
Bless us in our work and prayer, 
and grant that our lives may give you glory 
through our words, our witness, and our worship. 

 
All:  We give you praise, Father, 

through Jesus Christ our brother and our Lord, 
in the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
God for endless ages, 
how great is your name. 

 
Leader 1: All praise leads to you, Father in heaven, 

for leading us from the darkness of sin 
into the light of your kingdom. 
We bless you for sending your Son to save us, 
to die for us that we might die to sin, 
to be raised that we may share your life. 
We thank you for giving us your spirit of love 
to live in our hearts and lead us to you. 

 
All:  All glory, praise and honour be yours, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
now and for endless ages. 
To you, we voice our praise and say, 
how great is your name, O God. 

 
Leader 2: Blessed are you, Lord God, 

creator of all that is, 
and Father of your chosen people: 
We praise and thank you for your love. 
Bring us to continue to praise you 
by our lives and by our worship. 
Send the Spirit of your Son into the hearts of all people, 
and lead them to eternal joy with you. 
 

All:  Gracious God, we ask this grace 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our brother, 
in the love of the Holy Spirit, 
as we voice our praise and say, 
how great is your name, O God. 
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COMMUNION RITE 
 

The Rite of Communion begins with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Leader 1: Taught by our Saviour’s command, 

and formed by the Word of God, we dare to say: 
 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. 
 
 
PRAY FOR PEACE 
 
Leader 1: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your Apostles: 
  Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 
  look not on our sins,  

but on the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her peace and unity  
in accordance with your will. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 
 

All:  Amen. 
 
Leader 1: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Leader 1: In the name of Christ, let us pray for peace. 

If Communion is to be given, at the conclusion of the Prayer for Peace, the Extraordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion moves to the table and washes his/her hands.  He/she then goes to the 
tabernacle, opens it and removes the ciborium with hosts, leaves the lid at the tabernacle and 
moves to stand behind the Leaders. 

ADMONITION TO UNITY          Kneel 
 
Leader 2: We are now invited to share in Holy Communion 
  in the body of the Lord. 
  We are part of the universal Church, 
  and all across the world 
  Christ’s saving passover to the Father 
  continues to be recalled and made present.  



11 

  We are in union with the whole Church. 
  We are in union with our Bishop, Paul Bird 
  and our parish community. 
  Let us be one in mind and heart, 
  in prayer and service, now and always. 
 
 
RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 
 

The Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion brings the Eucharist to the front of the Sanctuary, 
and, taking the host, raises it for all to see, saying aloud: 

 
Extraordinary Minister: 
 

 Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 
All:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 

The Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion holds the host in the view of each person and 
says: 

 
  The Body of Christ. 
 

The communicant answers: 
   
  Amen. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
 
 
PERIOD OF SILENCE   or  COMMUNION REFLECTION 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Stand 
 

This prayer should be led by the Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion as a conclusion to the 
Reception of Communion. 

 
Extraordinary Minister: 
 

Let us pray.      
 
 Brief pause for silent prayer. 
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May our partaking of this sacrificial meal, O Lord, 
grant us strength to walk together in the ways of justice, 
and behold one day the new heavens and new earth 
you prepare for us in Christ your Son. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE PLENARY COUNCIL 
 
All:  Blessed are you, God of all creation. 
  You have given us life and light 
  and all the wonders of the world. 
  You have sent your Son Jesus  
  to be our Saviour  
  and your Holy Spirit to be our guide. 
 
  As we prepare for the plenary council,  
  we ask you to come into our hearts  
  with your Son and Holy Spirit. 
  Come to us and make your home in us.  
 
  We pray for our local community,  
  for the people of our diocese 
  and for the Church throughout Australia. 
 
  May your wisdom show us the way,  
  for your word is a lamp for our feet  
  and a light for our path. 
  Come and fill the hearts of your faithful  
  and kindle in us the fire of your love, 
  that we may live by your gospel  
  and share your good news with all we meet.  
 
  Holy Mary, Mother of our Saviour, pray for us. 
  St Mary MacKillop, pray for us. 

CONCLUDING RITE 
 

If there are announcements of note, this is the proper time for them to be made.  Those who wish 
to make an announcement should be invited to come forward at this point and make the 
announcements.  People should then be invited to stand if they have been seated for 
announcements. 

GREETING 
 
Leader 1: Let us ask for God’s blessing. 

 
Brief pause for silent prayer. 
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Leader 1: May God who formed our southern land be for us all a rock of strength. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
Leader 1: May God who rules our southern seas keep us safe in every storm. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
Leader 1: May God who made our southern skies turn our darkness into light. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

All make the sign of the cross. 
 
Leader 2: May almighty God bless us all, 
  the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Leader 2: Go in peace. 
 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 The Leaders bow to the altar and return to their places in the Assembly. 
 
 
FINAL HYMN 
 

It is appropriate that Advance Australia Fair be sung at the conclusion of the celebration. 
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SUNDAY  ASSEMBLY  OF  WORD  AND  COMMUNION





RESTRICTIONS ON PLACES OF WORSHIP DURING COVID-19

AS AT NOVEMBER 23, 2020



The Victorian government restrictions on gatherings in places of worship remain.  Places of worship can open as follows:

· Indoor religious gatherings and ceremonies allowed for groups of 20, total venue cap of 100, density quotient of 1 per 4m2.

· Outdoor religious gatherings and ceremonies allowed for groups of 50, total venue cap of 500, density quotient of 1 per 4m2.



Please note that the current provisions about distance between people, signage, hygiene and cleaning, as well as keeping a record of attendees, will still be in force.  This record of attendees applies for any gatherings in your parish.  



While attending a religious gathering there are steps you need to take to keep yourself and others safe including not sharing food, drink or items.



In all cases, the following requirements will still apply:

· Distancing of at least 1.5m between attendees.

· Signage at the church door specifying the maximum number permitted at any time, allowing 4 square metres/person.

· A register of attendees, including name, phone number, date and time attendance.  

· Cleaning by wiping with disinfectant:

· Frequently touched surfaces (at least twice/day).

· Whenever a surface is visibly soiled.

· Holy water fonts are to be emptied or removed.  At the Sign of Peace, the practice of shaking hands has ceased.  During this time the congregation will be asked to pray for peace.
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· A venue can only have one religious gathering at a time, whether indoor or outdoor and ceremonial participants other than faith leaders are included in the capacity limits.
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AUSTRALIA DAY





INTRODUCTORY RITES





GATHERING												Stand



A hymn expressing the unity of the community and is a song of praise is sung as the first act of worship of the Assembly.  



The Leaders move to the front as the hymn is ending. 





GREETING



All make the sign of the cross.



Leader 1:	In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.



All:		Amen.



The Leader addresses the people.



Leader 1:	Blessed be God of the universe,

for this land,

for its contrasts of landscape and climate,

for its abundance of wealth and opportunity.



All:		Blessed be God for ever.



Leader 1:	Blessed be God for our history,

with all its struggle in adversity,

its courage and hope.

Bless us so that we might be a blessing to others.

		Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.



All:		Blessed be God for ever.





WELCOME



Leader 2:	Today, we, the people of God,

gather again to hear and respond to God’s word,

to return praise and thanks,

and to share in Communion.


We gather today to give thanks for the many blessings

given to us by God in our homeland, Australia.



We offer our prayer in union with the Church throughout the world,

with Francis our Pope, Paul Bird, our Bishop,

and all who mark this day with prayer and worship.





OPENING RITE



Choose either the following Penitential Rite or the Gloria for the Opening Rite.



Penitential Rite



Leader 1:	Before listening to the Word of God,

		let us ask for Christ’s mercy.



	Brief pause for silent prayer.



Leader 1:	Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite:

		Lord, have mercy.



All:		Lord, have mercy.



Leader 1:	You came to call sinners:

		Christ, have mercy.



All:		Christ, have mercy.



Leader 1:	You plead for us at the right hand of the Father:

		Lord, have mercy.



All:		Lord, have mercy.

OR



Gloria



Leader 1:	With people everywhere, let us glorify our God in joyful praise:

		Glory to God in the highest,



All:		and on earth peace to people of good will. 



We praise you, we bless you, 

we adore you, we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 




Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 



For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.





OPENING PRAYER



Leader 2:	Let us pray.



	Brief pause for silent prayer.



Grant, we pray, O Lord our God,

that as the Cross shines in our southern skies,

so may Christ bring light to our nation,

to its peoples old and new,

and by saving grace, transform our lives.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.



All:		Amen.





LITURGY OF THE WORD



The Readings and the Responsorial Psalm are particular readings for Australia Day 

and can be found in the third volume of the Lectionary – 

Lectionary III for Ritual Masses and Masses for Various Needs and Occasions. 

To find the readings and psalm, just check the Index of Readings at the back of the book.













FIRST READING:		Isaiah 32: 15- 18							Sit

	

A period of silence, about one or two minutes, is recommended at the conclusion of each reading.





RESPONSORIAL PSALM:	Psalm 84:  9-14



Response:	The Lord speaks of peace to his people.


SECOND READING:		Romans 12: 9-13





GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:										Stand



All:		Alleluia, Alleluia! Happy the peacemakers:

they shall be called children of God.  Alleluia!





GOSPEL:			Matthew 5: 1-12



One of the Leaders goes to the lectern.



Leader:	The Lord be with you.



All:		And also with you.



Leader:	A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.



The Leader makes the sign of the cross on the book, then on forehead, lips and breast.  



All:		Glory to you, O Lord.



At the end of the Gospel:



Leader:	The Gospel of the Lord.



All:		Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.





SHARED REFLECTION											Sit



· A shared reflection explaining the meaning which these readings had for their original hearers, and indicating how these readings apply to this particular community, should now be given.



· The shared reflection may be led by one of the Leaders or another person from the Assembly.



· The reflection must be prepared beforehand and should be a sharing of what the scripture is saying to us today, rather than a ‘sermon type’ presentation.



· The reflection should only be of 3-5 minutes duration.



*  If this is not done, the following should be said:  



Leader:	Let us now reflect in silence on the words of the Gospel and take them to our hearts.



	A brief time of reflective silence should be allowed before the Profession of Faith.








PROFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED							Stand



Leader 1:	Sisters and brothers, let us now stand and reaffirm our faith, the faith of the Church:

	Allow time for the assembly to stand and then say:

All:		I believe in God, 

		the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, (all bow)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting.  Amen.





PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL



The people are invited to pray; after the Prayers of the Faithful, the concluding prayer is said.



It is desirable that the individual prayers be given by someone other than the leader.





Invitation to Prayer:



Leader 2:	Happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of God.

On Australia day we give thanks for our country, 

its people and its beauty. We ask God’s blessing on Australia.



Prayers of the Faithful as prepared by the community or as suggested below.  It is recommended that prayers for vocations to the Priesthood, Religious Life and the Plenary Council be included in the Prayers of the Faithful.



Leader:	For a spirit of thanksgiving (pause). 

Australia is the Land of the Holy Spirit.  

May we be a people who are thankful for the gifts of the Spirit, 

for the bounty of the land, for the many cultures and people. 

Lord, hear us:



All:		Lord, hear our prayer.




Leader:	For a spirit of tolerance (pause).

Australia is gifted in the variety of its people.  

May we respect all the people of Australia 

with a special concern for the first inhabitants of our land;  

and may we rejoice in the variety of gifts God has given to our land. 

Lord, hear us:  



All:		Lord, hear our prayer. 



Leader:	For a spirit of justice and peace (pause).

		Australia is a land blessed by God.  

May we show our gratefulness to God 

by our resolve to live by the Gospel, 

concerned for justice in our country, 

especially towards those whom society rejects.

Lord, hear us:



All:		Lord, hear our prayer.



Leader:	For a spirit of being content with what God gives (pause).

		Jesus declares happy those who are poor in spirit. 

May we be thankful for God’s gifts, 

content with what we have 

and at peace with God and our land. 

Lord, hear us:



All:		Lord, hear our prayer.



Concluding Prayer:



Leader:	God of all creation, we praise you and thank you for our country.  

May we all live in peace, respecting one another in mutual love. 

We ask this through Jesus, your Son, our Lord.



All:		Amen.





COLLECTION												Sit



Leader 1:	Please be seated as we now take up the collection,

which is part of our contribution to the life and work of the Church.



As the collections are being gathered, quiet instrumental music could be played. When concluded, the collection is placed in an appropriate place at the front of the Church.






PRAYER OF PRAISE											Stand



Leader 2:	Let us now stand and praise God who is the source of our faith.



	Brief pause for silent prayer.



Leader 2:	Blessed are you, Lord our God, king of all ages;

from eternity you have called us to be your people,

to sing your praise at all times.

Bless us in our work and prayer,

and grant that our lives may give you glory

through our words, our witness, and our worship.



All:		We give you praise, Father,

through Jesus Christ our brother and our Lord,

in the communion of the Holy Spirit,

God for endless ages,

how great is your name.



Leader 1:	All praise leads to you, Father in heaven,

for leading us from the darkness of sin

into the light of your kingdom.

We bless you for sending your Son to save us,

to die for us that we might die to sin,

to be raised that we may share your life.

We thank you for giving us your spirit of love

to live in our hearts and lead us to you.



All:		All glory, praise and honour be yours,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

now and for endless ages.

To you, we voice our praise and say,

how great is your name, O God.



Leader 2:	Blessed are you, Lord God,

creator of all that is,

and Father of your chosen people:

We praise and thank you for your love.

Bring us to continue to praise you

by our lives and by our worship.

Send the Spirit of your Son into the hearts of all people,

and lead them to eternal joy with you.



All:		Gracious God, we ask this grace

through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our brother,

in the love of the Holy Spirit,

as we voice our praise and say,

how great is your name, O God.




COMMUNION RITE



The Rite of Communion begins with the Lord’s Prayer.



Leader 1:	Taught by our Saviour’s command,

and formed by the Word of God, we dare to say:



		Our Father, who art in heaven,

		hallowed be thy name;

		thy kingdom come, thy will be done

		on earth as it is in heaven.

		Give us this day our daily bread;

		and forgive us our trespasses

		as we forgive those who trespass against us;

		and lead us not into temptation,

		but deliver us from evil.

		For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

		now and forever.





PRAY FOR PEACE



Leader 1:	Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your Apostles:

		Peace I leave you, my peace I give you;

		look not on our sins, 

but on the faith of your Church,

and graciously grant her peace and unity 

in accordance with your will.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.



All:		Amen.



Leader 1:	The peace of the Lord be with you always.



All:		And also with you.



Leader 1:	In the name of Christ, let us pray for peace.

If Communion is to be given, at the conclusion of the Prayer for Peace, the Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion moves to the table and washes his/her hands.  He/she then goes to the tabernacle, opens it and removes the ciborium with hosts, leaves the lid at the tabernacle and moves to stand behind the Leaders.

ADMONITION TO UNITY										Kneel



Leader 2:	We are now invited to share in Holy Communion

		in the body of the Lord.

		We are part of the universal Church,

		and all across the world

		Christ’s saving passover to the Father

		continues to be recalled and made present.


		We are in union with the whole Church.

		We are in union with our Bishop, Paul Bird

		and our parish community.

		Let us be one in mind and heart,

		in prayer and service, now and always.





RECEPTION OF COMMUNION



The Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion brings the Eucharist to the front of the Sanctuary, and, taking the host, raises it for all to see, saying aloud:



Extraordinary Minister:



	Behold the Lamb of God,

behold him who takes away the sins of the world.

Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.



All:		Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.



The Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion holds the host in the view of each person and says:



		The Body of Christ.



The communicant answers:

		

		Amen.





COMMUNION SONG





PERIOD OF SILENCE   or  COMMUNION REFLECTION





PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION									Stand



This prayer should be led by the Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion as a conclusion to the Reception of Communion.



Extraordinary Minister:



Let us pray.     



	Brief pause for silent prayer.






May our partaking of this sacrificial meal, O Lord,

grant us strength to walk together in the ways of justice,

and behold one day the new heavens and new earth

you prepare for us in Christ your Son.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.



All:		Amen.





A PRAYER FOR THE PLENARY COUNCIL



All:		Blessed are you, God of all creation.

		You have given us life and light

		and all the wonders of the world.

		You have sent your Son Jesus 

		to be our Saviour 

		and your Holy Spirit to be our guide.



		As we prepare for the plenary council, 

		we ask you to come into our hearts 

		with your Son and Holy Spirit.

		Come to us and make your home in us. 



		We pray for our local community, 

		for the people of our diocese

		and for the Church throughout Australia.



		May your wisdom show us the way, 

		for your word is a lamp for our feet 

		and a light for our path.

		Come and fill the hearts of your faithful 

		and kindle in us the fire of your love,

		that we may live by your gospel 

		and share your good news with all we meet. 



		Holy Mary, Mother of our Saviour, pray for us.

		St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.

CONCLUDING RITE



If there are announcements of note, this is the proper time for them to be made.  Those who wish to make an announcement should be invited to come forward at this point and make the announcements.  People should then be invited to stand if they have been seated for announcements.

GREETING



Leader 1:	Let us ask for God’s blessing.



Brief pause for silent prayer.

Leader 1:	May God who formed our southern land be for us all a rock of strength.



All:		Amen.



Leader 1:	May God who rules our southern seas keep us safe in every storm.



All:		Amen.



Leader 1:	May God who made our southern skies turn our darkness into light.



All:		Amen.





BLESSING



[bookmark: _GoBack]All make the sign of the cross.



Leader 2:	May almighty God bless us all,

		the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.



All:		Amen.





DISMISSAL



Leader 2:	Go in peace.



All:		Thanks be to God.



	The Leaders bow to the altar and return to their places in the Assembly.





FINAL HYMN



It is appropriate that Advance Australia Fair be sung at the conclusion of the celebration.
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