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One Whom You Do Not Recognize

It's early evening. You are walking downtown in a large city. It's a few weeks before
Christmas, and the streets are filled with people shopping. The sidewalks are so crowded
that it's hard to walk without bumping into someone. Your life has been so busy lately that
you haven’t had time to think about Christmas or shopping or anything related to the season.
As you walk, you wonder why you even decided to come downtown tonight. You knew it
would be crowded. You knew it would be difficult just crossing the street, but something drew
you here, something that you felt deep inside.

You decide to sit in a café for a few minutes to let your mind settle. You take your coffee, but
even this place is so full there aren’t any seats available. You notice someone sitting at a
table alone. “Do you mind if | sit here?” you ask him.

He looks up. You’ve seen his face before, but you can’t remember where. “Not at all,” he
says with a smile.

You take off your coat and sit down. The man continues to look at you. At first it makes you
feel uncomfortable. Then he asks, “What are you looking for tonight?”

The question strikes you as odd, but there is something about his face and voice that make
you want to open up and speak freely. “I'm not shopping, that’s for sure,” you say laughing.
“‘Why do you ask?”

He smiles and says, “I think you know me.”

You look at him and again that feeling that you do know him comes over you. “Your face
seems familiar. Perhaps we’ve met before. Are you from around here?”

His eyes seem to look deep inside of you. His smile is warm and inviting. “I am the one
you’ve been searching for. | am he.”

His words penetrate deep inside you. You feel a sense of peace and calm, a feeling that he
knows all about you and sits there without judgment. “All you need to do is open your eyes. |
am here. | am everywhere. Just look.”

It is then you know. It is then you understand. You look down at your coffee unable to speak
but feeling more alive than you have in years. When you look up, he is gone. You look
around the café, but you don’t see him. You look out the window, and there he is, smiling at
you. He points to his eyes and says, “Just look. | am here.”

And then he disappears into the crowd.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587

The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.

Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.

Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3
hours in the mornings or afternoons. '

Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

Columban Calendar

The Columban Calendar 2021 is available to purchase at the All Saints.
Outreach Shop for $9. Support Missions - It would make an ideal Christmas
gift! Get one before they are sold out! Only a few left R

Christmas Meat Hamper

Through our Parish Outreach we will provide meat vouchers to accompany the Christmas
hampers that are being delivered in December. If you would like to make a contribution to
the cost of the meat for the hampers, please place your donation in an envelope marked
“Meat Hampers”, and return via the collections. Marked Envelopes are available at the
back of the church. Progress to date $150

Christmas Mass Times 2020

All Portland Christmas Masses will be held at All Saints Parish Primary School Cnr Must &
Fawthrop Sts Must Street). Parking is available on Must or Fawthrop Street.

Christmas Eve: Carols at 7.15pm & Mass at 7.30pm.

Christmas Day: Mass at 9.30am.

Bookings will not be required, however you will have to record your attendance either by QR Code
or recording sheets at the entrance of the school. You will need to bring your own chairs or rugs to
sit on, families may sit together.

A New Model for Governance in Catholic Education: https://ceob.edu.au/

Following consultation with the priests and many involved in Catholic Education in the Diocese of
Ballarat, our Bishop, Paul Bird has announced a new approach to the governance of parish primary
and secondary schools in our diocese.

The new model for school governance has emerged from a long-term project undertaken by a
governance working party of the Ballarat Diocesan Schools Advisory Council (BDSAC). The working
party, which commenced in 2012, has developed a model of school governance that will provide
consistency and professionalism of governance for parish schools. It will also enable the continued
pastoral ministry of priests in parish schools, without them being employers of staff. This latter point
was one of the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse.

In line with recommendations of the working party, the Bishop has established a company limited by
guarantee, Diocese of Ballarat Catholic Education Limited (DOBCEL), and appointed a board of
directors to govern those parish schools where no priest is available for active governance and those
parish schools where the parish priest elects (on behalf of the parish) to transfer responsibility for
governance to the company.

On the 9th of December 2020 | formally signed over the responsibilities of Canonical Administration
that | and my predecessors have exercised here in the Parish of Portland for 171 years. As of the 1st
of January 2021 DOBCEL will assume responsibility for the administration of All Saint’s Parish
Primary School on behalf of the Parish.

| am very grateful to the Members of the Parish Pastoral Team, the Schools Advisory Council, Mrs
Olga Lyons and the School Leadership Team, for their counsel over this time of transition. We are
also indebted to Julie Duynhoven from CEOB for her assistance in preparing the Deeds of Transfer.

| am confident that this new era of Governance will free myself as Parish Priest to maintain a
supportive spiritual and pastoral presence in our Parish Primary School in the years ahead.

Rev. Gregory A D Tait PP




