“The Spire“

PRAYER
O God,
you reveal the signs of your presence
among us in the church, in the liturgy
and in our brothers and sisters.
Let no word of yours
ever fall by the wayside
or be rendered ineffective
through our indifference or neglect.
Rather, make us quick to recognise
your saving plan
whenever we encounter it,
and keep as ready always
to serve as prophets
and apostles of your kingdom
Amen.

LEAVING

A

GIFT

IN

YOUR

WILL

All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism,
your First Communion, at times of great celebration
and at times of great sadness.
.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure
that the mission and pastoral outreach that has
been important to you will continue both for today’s
needs and for those of our children, our
grandchildren and beyond.

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email
and we can add you to a list of subscribers

Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 1,300
Target $62,400
Total YTD 2020/21
Total YTD 2019/20

$ 37,398
$ 39,765

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and
donations can be made electronically. Details are as
follows:

Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB:
083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 560.75
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

28th February
2021

Phone: 5523 1046 Mobile 0475 512530
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au

2nd Sunday
Lent
Time Year B
Weekday Services
Tuesday:

02/03 to 05/03
5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday:

10.00am

Mass

Thursday

10.00am

Mass

Friday:

10.00am
6.00pm

Mass
Evening Prayer

The Portland Church only has capacity for around 60
people at any one time (as per the 1 person per 2sq
metre rule). Bookings are still essential for Fri/Sat/
Sun Masses. QR Code sign is available on Church
front door to register when entering.
No bookings required for Tue/Wed/Thu
Recent Deaths:
Maureen Saxon, Edward Whiten, Barrie Edrich, Joyce
Thomas
Anniversaries:
Maureen O’Brien, Terry Sheriff, Paul Couch, Fay Rizzo,
Lorna Barclay, Dora Bourke, Anne Ackerley, John
Muldoon, Barry Payne, Allan Radford, Ria Peperkamp,
Barry Risdale
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky
Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Michelle Mutch, Kizzie O’Dea, Deanne Atkinson
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish website
and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowl-

edgement of first peoples

Psalm 115
I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.
I trusted, even when I said:
‘I am sorely afflicted.’
O precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful.
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
you have loosened my bonds.
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make:
I will call on the Lord’s name.

My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
before all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem
I will walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Gospel Acclamation

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel verses,
are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

A Journey of Trust and Hope
Jesus went through His own journey of 40 days. Lent is a journey. It is important to
remember these things.
Trust and Hope
When I was hungry and angry at the same time, I gave into my needs because of pride and
selfishness. We were told not to buy but to beg from people. I was tempted, and I gave in. For part of
the journey, I learned to trust and hope in God. It taught me to depend on the mercy and compassion
of the people God sent me and not to rely on my strength and power.
During Lent and at any moment of our life, we can rely too much on our own will. We tend to do things
"my way." When we "fail," we blame others because we think so highly of ourselves as being
incapable of mistakes and failures. We even blame God. After all, we think God owes us so much
because we have done so much for God.

God wants us to succeed in life. He wants us to be faithful to Him. If you sin and fail, stand up and
walk on. God's mercy and goodness are more than our faults and mistakes. The world demands that
we become successful in life but never faithful. To prove ourselves to people. We aim to succeed in
life at the expense of our relationships. Everything is about winning. It becomes difficult for us to
accept, understand and believe that we are worth more than anything, we are unique and loved by
God— even when we are hungry, empty, unfulfilled and losing in the eyes of the world.
Be Humble
Unless we learn to be humble, we cannot trust others or God. On Ash Wednesday, we are reminded
that the Ash symbolizes our origin and destiny, our weakness and strength, our past and our future. It
reminds us that we are sinners.
We are broken, weak, and wounded. But we are also capable of holiness and great things, of doing
incredible things. Isn't it beautiful that God creates wonders from Ash, from dust—something we
consider useless and meaningless. He made miracles that we call people!
Love
If I were to ask you to draw love, what would be the shape of love?
As a Christian, I believe the shape of love is the Cross. We all like love stories, but there is a far
greater love story—our love story with God. From the very beginning, we were created because of
love. Remember the creation story—it was love at first sight. When God saw what He created, He saw
everything was good. But when sin came, that love story was broken. Both man and woman chose
themselves over God and disobeyed God. Remember that God so loved the world He gave us His
only Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, His most precious one.
Every day, God renews His love
story with us. He rewrites the story
in a different, profoundly more
intimate and personal way. Jesus
said that He no longer calls us
slaves but friends and that there is
no greater love than to lay down
one's life for one's friends. The
shape of love is not the heart but
the Cross.
Remember, Lent is a journey.
Trust. Be humble and love.

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3
hours in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

Adult Faith Education:
After the COVID hiatus the Adult Faith Education group will begin meeting again. We will
be continuing our investigation of the important theologians of the early Church. The next
meeting will be at the Parish Office meeting room on Tuesday, 2nd of March, 5:30pm.
COVID restrictions apply. Queries can be directed to jphowman@gmail.com.
This week; Church Fathers: Christological Controversies.

Southern Stars Family Group
Mel and Jamin are delighted to invite the Southern Stars
Family Group to afternoon tea at our block of land. The
entry is from the gate next to 77 Crowes Rd, Bolwarra.
Billy tea and damper provided. Hope to see you there!
Date: 7th of March
Time: 2pm onwards
Location: The block of land adjacent to 77 Crowes Rd

Second Sunday of Lent
28th February 2021
Margret is a teacher at a vocational school for deaf
students in the Solomon Islands that suffered longterm water shortages and damage from Tropical Cyclone Harold. With Caritas Australia’s support,
Margret’s school installed water tanks, repaired cyclone damage and implemented COVID-19
prevention measures, and is now planning to boost food security.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 and help people living with disabilities in the Solomon
Islands gain access to education and clean water, empowering them with skills to protect our
common home.
You can donate through Parish envelopes,

Columban Fr. Kurt Zion Pala lives
and works in Myanmar.

or by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.
Total collected by Parish to date: $35

