
Our Finances 

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of  
ñThe Spireò by email, please send us an email 
and we can add you to a list of subscribers 

Presbytery Account 
 

Priest support: inc. EFT  $ 464.45 
 
 

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account 

can be made electronically. Details are as follows:    

 

Account Name:  All Saints Presbytery Portland 

BSB:   083 526 

Account No. 24476 6002 

Planned Giving for Parish Account 
 

Given last week, inc. EFT:  $ 547 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and 

donations can be made electronically. Details are as 

follows:    
 

Account Name:  Portland Catholic Church 

BSB:  083 532 

Account No. 5159 81661 

Target $62,400 

Total YTD 2020/21    $ 34,659 

Total YTD 2019/20    $ 36,963 

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 

All Saints Parish has been present at most of the 

important milestones in your life: your Baptism, 

your First Communion, at times of great celebration 

and at times of great sadness.               . 

By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will 

leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure 

that the mission and pastoral outreach that has 

been important to you  will continue both for todayôs 

needs and for those of our children, our 

grandchildren and beyond. 

PRAYER 

O God, 

you reveal the signs of your presence 

among us in the church, in the liturgy 

and in our brothers and sisters. 

Let no word of yours 

ever fall by the wayside 

or be rendered ineffective 

through our indifference or neglect. 

Rather, make us quick to recognise 

your saving plan 

whenever we encounter it, 

and keep as ready always 

to serve as prophets 

and apostles of your kingdom 

Amen. 

 

ñThe Spireñ 

All Saintsô Parish 

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor 

All Saintsô Parish Office 

PO Box 210 Portland 3305 
 

Phone: 5523 1046 Mobile 0475 512530 

email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes 

Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.  

email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 
 

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock 

Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm 
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child 

Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish website 

and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church. 
 

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodi-

ans of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara peo-

ple. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit our-

selves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowl-

edgement of first peoples 

 

Weekday Services     09/02 to 12/02 
  

 

Tuesday:           5.00pm  Mass 

Wednesday: NO MASS - see Bulletin Notice 

Thursday  10.00am Mass 

Friday:  10.00am Mass 

 

The Portland Church only has capacity for around 60 

people at any one time (as per the 1 person per 2sq 

metre rule). Bookings are still essential for Fri/Sat/

Sun Masses. QR Code sign is available on Church 

front door to register when entering. 

No bookings required for Tue/Wed/Thu 
 

           

 

 

Recent Deaths:  

John Wilson, Sandra OôBrien, John Platt, Glyn Amos 
 

Anniversaries: 

Annette Cherry, Margaret Gray IBVM, Bert Tober, 
Johnny Panozzo, William OôBrien, Fr Leo Donnelly, 
Helen Stoove, Marie Walsh, Tony Mizzi, Hazel Harris, 
Angelo Costa, Evelyn Ennis, Leonie Lucas, Kevin Smith, 
Sr Bride Baldwin IBVM, Paul Bennett, Don Mulraney 

Prayer Requests:  

Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford,  Les Hildebrand, Nicky 

Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray, 

Michelle Mutch, Kizzie OôDea 
 

 

If you have any prayer requests please  contact Antonella 

at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin 

may ask for names to be added: Thank you 

 

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times. 
 

PORTLAND 

Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,  

  Sunday 10:30 am 
 

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil  

Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait. 

Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory. 

Psalm 94 
 
 

Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted  
 
Praise the Lord for he is good;  
sing to our God for he is loving: 
to him our praise is due.  
 

The Lord builds up Jerusalem  
and brings back Israelôs exiles, 
he heals the broken-hearted, 
he binds up all their wounds. 
He fixes the number of the stars; 
he calls each one by its name.  
 

Our Lord is great and almighty;  
his wisdom can never be measured. 
The Lord raises the lowly; 
he humbles the wicked to the dust.  
 
Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted . 
 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
He bore our sickness, 
and endured our suffering. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
 
 

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia  and the Gospel verses, 

are from the Lectionary for Mass É 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  

 

7th February 

2021 
 

5th Sunday  

Ordinary Time 

Time Year B 



Setting our Hearts on the Word    -  Dr Rosemary Canavan  
 

ñHe opened their minds to understand the scriptures.ò (Luke 24:45) 

Pope Francis begins his apostolic letter Aperuit Illis[1] with this quote from Luke, which resounds so 
appropriately to instituting the Sunday of the Word of God in this time. Immediately we are transported 
to the road to Emmaus, walking with those disciples going away from Jerusalem in the aftermath of 
the death of Jesus. 

Here in Australia we are emerging into a COVID-normal following a time when so many have been 
unable to pray and celebrate Eucharist together in the way we have been accustomed. This wonderful 
invitation of Pope Francis is timely for us to set our hearts on the Word on the first Sunday in 
February. 

In making his declaration, Pope Francis encourages that this would be ña celebration, study and 
dissemination of the word of Godò and, at the same time, an opportunity ñto strengthen our bonds with 
the Jewish people and pray for Christian unity.ò[2] In these words there is an invitation to return to our 
home with God, gathered ñas oneò around the sacred Scripture (Neh 8:1) just as those returning after 
the Babylonian exile, and just as those disciples on the road to Emmaus who on hearing the 
scriptures and breaking the bread returned to Jerusalem (Luke 24:33). 

In many parts of world and in Australia, perhaps especially in Victoria through the long lockdown, we 
have been dispersed. Opportunities to join livestream Mass, Lectio Divina and Liturgy of the Word via 
audio or shared-video options have assisted us to be connected to the nourishment of our souls 
through the Word. At a time when it was hard to remain hopeful, praying with the Word and with each 
other revealed the invitation of God. 

The constancy of those who offered the Word daily, and especially on Sunday, has brought that hope 
and invitation into our exile. To dwell on a passage of Scripture such as in the Letter to the Ephesians 
ñBe strong in the Lordé Take up the whole armour of God. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will 
make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peaceò (Eph 6:10, 13a, 15) is to renew your inner strength 
and resolve to answer the call of your Baptism. Pope Francis affirms this in saying: ñThe Bible is a 
book of the Lordôs people, who in listening to it, move from dispersion and division to unity. The word 
of God unites believers and makes them one people.ò[3] 

There will be many ways in which communities decide to celebrate this Sunday of the Word of God. 
Some of the suggestions include giving additional reverence to the table of the Word or 
commissioning proclaimers of the Word. At the time of writing, there are still only 20 people allowed to 
attend Sunday Eucharistic celebrations. By February there should be a greater COVID-normal, yet I 
hope that communities might make some resolve on that Sunday for ongoing engagement and 
outreach of the Word through Lectio Divina, Bible study, Liturgy of the Word or by whatever means to 
keep in touch with those who are unable to come to weekend liturgy, who are homebound, lonely and 
ill. 

The dispersion and separation caused through the pandemic restrictions are also the opportunity to 
renew ourselves. I recently put my name down to be at Mass among the 20 and offered to proclaim 
the Word. It was the first time since March, and in proclaiming the Word I found myself unexpectedly 
emotional to be sharing in my community again. It reminded me of another reflection in the dispersion 
from Titus: ñBut when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, 
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the 
water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviourò (Titus 3:4-6). 

May our celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God embrace the Spirit being so generously poured 
out over us. As Pope Francis says: ñThe Holy Spirit, then, makes sacred Scripture the living word of 
God, experienced and handed down in the faith of the people.ò[4]   

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587  

The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or 

furniture.  

Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.  

Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm  and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.  

Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need  Volunteers to give 3 

hours in the  mornings or afternoons.  

Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information. 
 

All Saints Parish Primary School - Opening School Mass 

All Saints Parish Primary School will be holding their opening school mass on Wednesday 10th 

February at All Saints Church. Unfortunately, due to current COVID19 restrictions only the school 

community is able to attend. Parishioners and/or family members of the children will not be able to 

come to mass, however you will be able to watch a live stream of the mass via the following link: 
 

Youtube Link 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκȅƻǳǘǳΦōŜκƘv/·Ǉǉƭ¦vƭǿ  

 

 

Praying with Pope Francis  

The Popeôs Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is 

more than 170 years old.  Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics 

around the world to join him in prayer.  These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging 

faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service.  Praying each month óThe Pope Videoô forms 

part of the Popeôs Worldwide Prayer Network.  This video, published to Facebook and YouTube, 

includes a personal message from the Pope as he asks us to pray for each monthly intention. You 

can find it at www.thepopevideo.org.  Popeôs intention for February:   

February Universal intention - Violence against women:   We pray for women who are victims of 

violence, that they may be protected by society and have their sufferings considered and heeded.  
 
 

 

The ALPHA PROGRAM is to restart! 

Thursday 11th Feb 7:15pm 
 

We are excited to announce that the Alpha program will be restarting at the Portland Uniting 
Church on Thursday 11th February. This short course on the Christian faith is offered in a 
friendly, open and accessible way. Great for anyone who is just curious about the faith, as well 
as for those who have attended church all their lives. 

Each evening will start at 7:15pm and include a 30 minute video, followed by a discussion over a 
cuppa and sweets/cake, finishing about 8:45pm. 

You are welcome to come along to just see what itôs like, no further commitment necessary. For 
more information, or if you would to attend, please contact Rev Ross Stanford 0402 343124 

LENT 2021 WITH BRUCE DOWNES THE CATHOLIC GUY 

Be inspired, Be refreshed, Be renewed! 

Come on a 40 day journey with me and I know this will be a powerful and prayerful 
Lenten journey together. Receive a short inspiring video each day during Lent. This 
program is FREE and you can sign up here:  https://BruceDownes.org/Lent 

Call  1300 734 880 for more info  

https://youtu.be/hQCXpqlUQlw

