Prayer After Communion:
(For Minsters to the Home-bound)

“The Spire“

God my creator breathe on me
again, renew me, refresh me,
extend my abilities, comfort me
in adjusting to changes in
health, mobility and
activity.

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
flow through every fibre of my
being.
Keep me well, and hope filled
always.
Holy Spirit use me in my
situation, for the good of
others. Amen.
Our Finance

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

3rd January
2021

Phone: 5523 1046 Mobile 0475 512530
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au

The Epiphany of
the Lord
Time Year B
Weekday Services

05/01 to 08/01

Tuesday:
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5.00pm

Mass

Thursday

10.00am

Mass

Friday:

10.00am
6.00pm

Mass
Evening Prayer

The Portland Church only has capacity for 52 people
at any one time (as per the 1 person per 2sq metre
rule). Bookings are still advisable for Fri/Sat/Sun
Masses. QR Code sign is available on Church front
door to register when entering.
No bookings required for Tue/Wed/Thu

Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 810
World Missions

Target $62,400
Total YTD 2020/21
Total YTD 2019/21

$ 28,671
$ 29,345

$ 503

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB: 083 532
Account No. 5159 81661

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your
First Communion, at times of great celebration and at
times of great sadness.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure that the
mission and pastoral outreach that has been important
to you will continue both for today’s needs and for
those of our children, our grandchildren and beyond.

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of “The
Spire” by email, please send us an email and we can
add you to a list of subscribers

Recent Deaths:
Maureen Healey, Carmel Sheedy
Anniversaries:
Rita Smith, Zita McInerney, Chris Kelly, Pauline De
Bono, Len O’Neil, Frances (Sandy) Sandeman, Bob
Crooks, Edwin (Ted) Fox, Tony Shanahan
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky
Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Michelle Mutch, Kizzie O’Dea
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 650.50
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account can
be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB: 083 526
Account No. 24476 6002

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish website
and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowl-

edgement of first peoples

Psalm 71
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement.
In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth’s bounds.
The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts
shall pay him tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts.
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him.
For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor.

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel Acclamation

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel verses,
are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

REFLECTION - JANUARY 2021
The Gospels of Matthew and Luke both have genealogies of Jesus Christ. They are not identical, in
part because each seeks to make a different theological point. Each in its different way traces the
lineage of Joseph.
The reasons for this are more Christological than biological. The fundamental promise of the Old
Testament is the promise to Abraham and his descendants – a promise of life bigger than death,
symbolised by offspring and patrimonial land, which were the symbols of life beyond death in the
cultures that produced the Bible.
The question through time was: How is this blessing to be mediated in the life of the People of God?
Different answers were given at different times. The God-given institutions were seen as mediating
the Abrahamic blessing – the monarchy, the prophetic movement, the priesthood – depending upon
which was in the ascendant at any given time.
Ancient Israel begins as a loose tribal federation with no centralised government. That changes once
Israel faces the new kind of military threat represented by the Philistines. They were a formidable
foe, culturally more advanced and with the latest in high-tech weaponry; and they seemed to have
the tribes of Israel surrounded. The new peril demanded a new kind of military and political unity;
and that’s when you first hear in the Bible the cry for a king.
The decision to have an anointed king, a Messiah, came at the end of a slow and painful process, as
we see in 1 Samuel 8-12. The theological problem was that God was supposed to be the only king
of Israel; and any king on earth would seem to rival or reject the kingship of God.
A compromise was eventually reached to satisfy everyone militarily, politically and theologically.
There would be a king – but a different kind of king. He would be as much subject to God’s law as
anyone else in the community. Unlike the rulers of Egypt or Mesopotamia, he would be one of his
brothers and sisters, like them a slave set free.
The first king, Saul, was deposed by the prophet Samuel because he had disobeyed God. He was
succeeded by David, chosen by Samuel at a young age. David came to the throne in about 1000 BC
and reigned for something like 40 years. It was a time when, unusually, both the Egyptian and
Mesopotamian empires were weak at the same time. Usually one was strong and the other weak,
with the strong becoming the dominant power in the region.
David took advantage of the situation to carve out a mini-empire. His military success was seen as a
potent sign of God’s blessing upon him and the people, as was his success in uniting the 12 tribes in
a single kingdom with its united capital in Jerusalem. Eventually there came through the prophet
Nathan a divine promise that the House of David would last forever. In other words, the Abrahamic
blessing would be mediated eternally through the Davidic dynasty.
This was fine until the Babylonian Exile in 587 BC, when the Davidic dynasty disappeared into the
black hole of history because – the prophets said – the kings had disobeyed God’s law. What then of
God’s promise of an eternal dynasty? Was God perhaps powerless or unreliable? In order to save
their faith in God’s absolute fidelity to the promise, ancient Israel gave the promise to David and his
descendants an eschatological twist. In the End-Time, they said, an ideal Davidic king, a Messiah,
would appear to usher in the reign of God. He would finally mediate to the People of God the
fullness of the blessing promised to Abraham and his descendants. This is what Judaism meant
when it said that the Messiah would come from the House of David.
Christianity came to see in Jesus crucified and risen the ideal Davidic king mediating a life bigger
than death, most especially through his resurrection from the dead. He was the long awaited
Messiah, mediating the fullness of God’s blessing as priest, prophet and king.
The Gospels, therefore, are keen to stress Jesus’ connection to David in order to make that point.
They recognise that Joseph wasn’t the biological father of Jesus, which is why in later tradition
Davidic descent was often attributed to Mary as well as Joseph.
The New Testament says nothing of this – though it’s not impossible, given the custom of
bridegrooms choosing a bride from within their own tribe. But again the point is less biological than
Christological. It is more about who Jesus is than who Joseph is, more about what God does
through Jesus than what God does through Joseph.
It is often said that Mariology is a form of Christology, and the same is true of Josephology.
- Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane and president of the Australian Catholic Bishops

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3
hours in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.
Plenary Council Update
In light of the ongoing uncertainty around future COVID-19 restrictions regarding travel and public
gatherings, especially social distancing, a decision has been taken for the first Plenary Council
assembly to take place using a combination of online and in-person delivery. Read more at the
diocesan website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/first-plenary-council-assembly-mixes-in-persononline-format/
Discernment Papers: The six discernment papers have been released and are available to read at
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/continuing-the-journey-of-discernment/read.
The National
Plenary Facilitation Team have released a resource to assist parishes and communities to explore
each of the papers (attached). Here in the diocese, we will endeavour to look at one paper for a
month. For the month of December we will look at HOW IS GOD CALLING US TO BE A CHRIST
-CENTRED CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA THAT IS Open to Conversion, Renewal and Reform? The
“call to conversion” is “the indispensable condition of Christian love.” (TMA 50) Christians respond to
this call when they openly acknowledge personal and communal failings and experience the joy of
reconciliation shaped by renewed relationship with the Trinitarian God. Ongoing conversion is the
source of renewal and of authentic reform. Catholics in Australia experience the riches of the
Church’s traditions, through liturgy, parish life and the Church’s contributions to welfare, education
and healthcare. At the same time, they acknowledge hindrances to personal and institutional
conversion toward Christ. The Report repeatedly refers to the Church’s rites of reconciliation
(particularly the Third Rite), indicating that the Church in Australia needs to respond to this desire for
formation in, and access to, sacramental reconciliation. Have a read of the discernment paper, think
about your parish and the diocese in general. We welcome any comments. Please send through to
jane.collins@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Read the discernment paper: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/
PC2020-thematic-papers-6.pdf
Visit the thematic page: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/themes/renewal/
Plenary Council Discernment papers now available in audio format: The Diocese of Bathurst
has taken the discernment papers to another format, recording audio versions to help with the
reception of the documents. All six discernment papers have now been recorded and can be
accessed on the Plenary Council website https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/continuing-the-journey
-of-discernment/
Reflections on the papers from the Ballarat Diocese:
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/listen-to-what-the-spirit-is-saying/

Can be read at https://

Missionary Sisters of Services' mission entity offering $3000 grants
The Missionary Sisters of Services' mission entity, “Highways and Byways - A Community of Service”
is calling for applications for its 2021 Small Grants Program on the theme 'Healing the Land, Healing
Ourselves, Together'. Funding of up to $3000 is available to assist people and communities to
address disadvantage and inequality particularly in rural, regional and remote areas of
Australia. Further information available at https://missionarysisters.org.au/2020/11/17/small-grantsprogram-now-open-3000-grants-available/

