Parish Priest:
Fr. Andrew Hayes
andrew.hayes@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Download Church Bulletin www.ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary: Gloria Pickering
stawell@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Parish Office:
03 5358 1119
PO BOX 87, Ararat, VIC 3380
Office Hours:
Thursday 11-5pm
(Closed Public Holidays)
Safe Guarding Officer: Helen Potter
Catholic Woman’s League:
President Margaret Rowe
St. Vincent de Paul Society:
St Vincent de Paul, Stawell – 0437 344 323
President—Kay Dalton
Secretary—Di O’Donnell
PRINCIPAL ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL:
Mr Chris McAloon
Download newsletter:
www.spstawell@catholic.edu.au
Ph: 03 5358 2493
Stawell QR Code

Location Code

RE5 7WJ

You will need to have downloaded the APP onto your phone. It will not work if you
just take a “photo” of the image above. There will be someone to help. But we
would urge you to come 10 minutes earlier to Mass if you are unsure of what to do.

St Patrick’s Parish Newsletter
Stawell and Landsborough

Other Important Numbers

Victorian Coronavirus Hotline — 1800 675 398
If you suspect you may have the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) call the dedicated hotline – open 24
hours, seven days.
Older persons COVID-19 Support line —
1800 171 866
Translations for Victorian Government
coronavirus website www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/translations
Vinnies Ararat Welfare Phone: 0459 163 461
Vinnies Stawell Welfare phone 0437 344 323
Salvation Army Australia — 13 SALVOS
Stawell Inter Church Council Welfare Cottage
– 0408 038 949
Fred Crouch & Sons (Stawell)
John Dunn Funerals

03 5358 1043
03 5352 1047
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www.ballarat.catholic.org.au
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St Patrick’s,
Stawell

Sunday 2nd May
5th Sunday in Easter

St Francis of Assisi,
Landsborough

Gospel Jn 15:1-8
First Reading Acts 9:26-31
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
were all afraid of him: they could not believe he was really a
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine,
disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge of him, introduced him to
and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
the apostles, and explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul
bears
no fruit he cuts away, and every branch that does bear
and spoken to him on his journey, and how he had preached boldly
fruit he prunes to make it bear even more.
at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now started to go round
You are pruned already, by means of the word that I have
with them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the
spoken to you. Make your home in me, as I make mine in
Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with
you. As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, but must
them, they became determined to kill him. When the brothers
knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent him off from there to
remain part of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in
Tarsus. The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in
were now left in peace, building themselves up, living in the fear of
me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me
the Lord, and filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.
you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me
Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:26-28. 30-32. R. v.26
is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers;
(R.) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
1. My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)
2. All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. (R.)
3. And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
‘These things the Lord has done.’ (R.)

these branches are collected and thrown on the fire,
and they are burnt. If you remain in me and my words remain
in you, you may ask what you will and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit,
and then you will be my disciples.’
Gospel Reflection
The Lectionary of this Easter season draws out some of the ‘classic’
gospel passages, particularly some of the discourses from the
Gospel of John. Like many ‘famous’ or familiar passages, it can be
true that familiarity breeds contempt – we think we are so familiar
with the passage that we don’t need to pay it much attention.

At first glance, it appears that there is a certain ruthlessness about
the image of the vinedresser pruning the vine: perform or perish!
A reading from the first letter of St John My children, our love is not However, the process of cutting away and pruning branches is an
incredibly nurturing action; it is removing the unproductive portions
to be just words or mere talk, but something real and active; only
by this can we be certain that we are the children of the truth and of the plant so that the vine has an even better opportunity to
produce fruit in the next season. It an act of love; not an act of
be able to quieten our conscience in his presence, whatever
economic rationalism. Within our own lives we are called to make
accusations it may raise against us, because God is greater
decisions about which of our thoughts and actions are life-giving
than our conscience and he knows everything. My dear people, if
(fruit-bearing) and which are unproductive; negative; crippling; lifewe cannot be condemned by our own conscience, we need not be diminishing. If we are able to ‘prune’ our life-diminishing thoughts
afraid in God’s presence, and whatever we ask him, we shall
and actions we allow ourselves the freedom and the ability to really
receive, because we keep his commandments and live the kind of flourish. Feelings of jealousy, greed, resentment, self-doubt and
life that he wants. His commandments are these: that we believe in lack of confidence can limit our ability to be fully alive just as
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we love one another as addictive and harmful behaviours can physically take away our
he told us to. Whoever keeps his commandments lives in God and ability to perform at our best.
God lives in him. We know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he
I am reminded of the old Karate Kid movie when the boy, Daniel,
has given us.
is introduced to the art of bonsai. He is told to close his eyes,
imagine the perfect tree and then start clipping and shaping the
Gospel Acclamation Jn 15:4-5
plant to make real the perfection that lies within it. It is only through
Alleluia, alleluia!
a process of cutting away and pruning that we can nurture
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;
ourselves to realise the beauty of our potential.
my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!
Second Reading 1 Jn 3:18-24
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The CWL will be hosting a cuppa after 10.30 Mass on
Sunday 9th May. As it will be Mother’s Day we will
celebrating our Mothers, our own Motherhood and our
daughters motherhood. Mothers or not, everyone is
invited. It would be lovely if everyone could bring along
a family photo to share.

10am
10am

3.30pm
11am

May 9th 2021
Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48
1 Jn 4:7-10

A VOCATION VIEW
Who shall come forward to explain the love God has for His people
who should be one in faith? We need more faith-filled, prayerful and
spirited people to make the Vine and the Branches One again. How
about you?

Pope Francis @Pontifex.com 2021

Saint of the Week

St. James the Lesser Feastday: May
The Christian journey begins from the grace of receiving mercy. If we trust in our
own abilities, in the efficiency of our structures and projects, we will not go far. Only if 3 Patron: of Hat makers St. James the
Less, the author of the
we accept the love of God, will we be able to offer something new to the world.
first Catholic Epistle, was the son of
Alphaeus of Cleophas. His
Recent Deaths:
Audrey Brennan,
mother Mary was either a sister or a
close relative of the Blessed Virgin,
and for that reason, according
Anniversaries:
May 3rd—May 9th
to Jewish custom, he was sometimes
Sarah Kinsella 1960
Robert Murphy 1975
called the brother of the Lord.
Ralph Bernie 1995
Sampson Thomas 2007
The Apostle held a distinguished
position in the
Bernard Considine 1997 Donald McDonald 1961
early Christian community of
Daniel Oates 1971
Ernest Smith 1994
Jerusalem. St. Paul tells us he was
Steven Healy 1997
Ivy Boag 2000
a witness of the Resurrection of
Laci Vamos 2006
John Herdman 2012
Christ; he is also a "pillar" of the
Church, whom St. Paul consulted
Steven Pauling 1948 Mary Blake 1994
about the Gospel. (I’ve done quite a
Patrick Gillespie 2017 Daisy Healy 1963
bit of research and cannot find out
WHY St. James is the patron saint of
miliners, so if anyone can find out this
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:
information—there’s a lovely bottle of
Fr. Hugh Thomas CSsR, Eloise Foo and
wine in it for you! Joyce)

Benjamin Wolfson, Julie Neale and Margaret
Hassall

Notices
On Thursday 13th May the CWL will be holding a
Mass/liturgy at 10am to celebrate WUCWO, the World
Union of Catholic Women’s Associations. WUCWO is
made up of 100 Catholic Women’s Associations in 50
countries and is made up of 10 million women. There
will be a cuppa and morning tea in the church hall
afterwards and everyone is invited to join us.

Read more www.catholic.org.com

Praying with Pope Francis
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is
an international movement that is more than 170 years old. Each
month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks
Catholics around the world to join him in prayer. These intentions
cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging faith, renewing hope
and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope
Video’ forms part of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network. This
video, published to Facebook and YouTube, includes a personal
message from the Pope as he asks us to pray for each monthly
intention. You can find it at www.thepopevideo.org. Pope’s
intention for May:

“Journeying towards the Light”
We have just journeyed through the darkness to the new light
and life of the Easter mysteries. We also find ourselves
slowly coming out of the worst of the Covid pandemic here in
Australia.
Perhaps it is timely that we might find ourselves asking what
is the legacy of the pandemic in the things of my life and my
family, friends and community and the planet?
What needs to change in response to what we might have
experienced and learned?
What is the good news, and how can I contribute towards
new life as we move out of the worst of the pandemic?
Session 1

Transformation

Session 2

Where is my life centred?

Session 3

Sailing into deeper water

Session 4

Eyes to see, ears to hear

4 sessions of Centering Prayer with handout guides for inner
reflection and silent prayer at home between each session.
These sessions will take place at 2-3pm in the St. Patricks
Hall on
Wed. 5 May, 12 May, 19 May All welcome.
Lesley Morgan

May universal intention for evangelisation – The world of
finance: Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with
governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens
from its dangers.
Get vaccinated for the common good
Vaccination against COVID-19 is a morally good thing, providing
protection for the person vaccinated and the wider community.
Some COVID-19 vaccines are associated with ethically
questionable production and research practices, but Pope Francis
and the Australian Bishops have advised that it is morally
permissible to receive any vaccine made available. More
information is available
at https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus. A media release and
FAQ information from the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
is available from the diocesan website “news” section
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/catholics-in-australiaencouraged-to-receive-covid-19-vaccine/
Church Toilets
All children—Primary school age and
under— must be accompanied by an
adult. Thank you for your
understanding.

Joke of the Week

