“The Spire“

PRAYER
O God,
you reveal the signs of your presence
among us in the church, in the liturgy
and in our brothers and sisters.
Let no word of yours
ever fall by the wayside
or be rendered ineffective
through our indifference or neglect.
Rather, make us quick to recognise
your saving plan
whenever we encounter it,
and keep as ready always
to serve as prophets
and apostles of your kingdom
Amen.

LEAVING

A

GIFT

IN

YOUR

WILL

All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism,
your First Communion, at times of great celebration
and at times of great sadness.
.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure
that the mission and pastoral outreach that has
been important to you will continue both for today’s
needs and for those of our children, our
grandchildren and beyond.

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email
and we can add you to a list of subscribers

Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 774.00
Target $62,400
Total YTD 2020/21
Total YTD 2019/20

$ 47,443
$ 47,702

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and
donations can be made electronically. Details are as
follows:

Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB:
083 532
Account No.
5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 522.20
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB:
083 526
Account No.
24476 6002

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

18th April
2021

Phone: 5523 1046 Mobile 0475 512530
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au

3rd Sunday
Easter
Time Year B
Weekly Services 20/04 to 23/04
Tuesday:

No Mass

Wednesday:

No Mass

Thursday

No Mass

Friday:

10.00am
6.00pm

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish website
and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.

MASS
Easter Night Prayer

The Portland Church only has capacity for around 80
-105 people at any one time (as per the 1 person per
2sq metre rule). Recording attendees at all masses is
still required. If your mobile phone has the right app
please use the QR Code sign in to register your
every attendance.
Recent Deaths:
Fr Phil Crotty, Judith Lane
Anniversaries:
Baylee Rogers, Margaret Noske, Valerie Dooley,
Elizabeth Kearney, Fr Francis Madden, Rachel Twomey,
Mignon Kinnane, Marianne Kirk, Peter Harris, Fr John
Murphy SDB, Christopher Powell, Rev, J Francis
Madden Sr Eileen Riley,
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky
Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Michelle Mutch, Deanne Atkinson
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.
PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am
Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowl-

edgement of first peoples

Psalm 42
Lord, let your face shine on us.
When I call, answer me, O God of justice;
from anguish you released me, have mercy and hear
me!
It is the Lord who grants favours to those whom he
loves;
the Lord hears me whenever I call him.
‘What can bring us happiness?’ many say.
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.
I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at once,
for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety.
Lord, let your face shine on us.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us:
make our hearts burn with love when you speak.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel verses,
are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

C om m i t t i n g t o a hi gh er pow er
I was recently re-watching the American political drama series, The
West Wing. In one episode the White House chief of staff, Leo
McGarry (played by John Spenser) who is a recovering alcoholic
offers comfort to the deputy chief of staff, Josh Lyman (played by
Bradley Whitford) during a period when Josh is suffering with PTSD.
McGarry tells Lyman this story: There was a guy who one day when
walking along a footpath fell down an open manhole and was trapped
in a deep trench. Several people walked by and, despite his calls for
help, none paid him any attention. Eventually a friend of his came
along and, recognising his pal he called, “Hey Harry! Can you give me
a hand? I am stuck in this trench and can’t get out!”
Harry immediately leaps down into the trench. His friend looks at him incredulously and sputters, “Harry, what
are you doing? Now we are both trapped!”
Harry turns to his friend and says, “Hey! It’s ok! I’ve been down here before, and I know the way out!”
The point of the story was that McGarry, as a recovering alcoholic, knew exactly what it was like to suffer
mental anguish and hopelessness. As someone who had found a ‘way out’, he could offer Lyman empathy,
support, and direction as Lyman tried to navigate his depression.
The potency of the Easter story is that Jesus has been there before us. He has suffered the worst that life can
dish up; and has, not only found a way out, but has become our ‘way out’. His death and resurrection are the
guarantor that, as the Psalmist proclaimed, “The Lord hears when I call out” (Ps 4:4).
The Easter story is neither a simple sop for broken hearts, nor an empty reassurance that God will rescue us
from our troubles. As today’s gospel demonstrates, Jesus was raised still bearing the wounds of his suffering.
God did not spare Jesus the cross despite his “agony in the garden.”
Similarly, the character of Leo McGarry in The West Wing was a “recovering alcoholic.” He was not cured of his
alcoholism. Through his participation in Alcoholics Anonymous, McGarry had committed his alcoholism to a
“higher Power” and, thereby, found the strength to “not take the next drink”. But he also found the wisdom and
charity to offer Josh Lyman the support he needed to begin the process of recovery from depression and
hopelessness.
For us too, the story of the resurrection is one that can bring hope and encouragement; but by committing
ourselves to the “higher power” of the actual person of the resurrected Jesus, we can find the strength to begin
a new journey of recovery – to find a way out. And more! In bringing our sufferings to Jesus, we also find the
wisdom and the charity to empathise, support and lead others who need a “way out” of the darkest trenches of
the human condition.
Ian J Elmer

© Majellan Media 2021

Restore Our Earth

Earth Day is an annual celebration on April 22 focussing on all
environmental issues.
The 2021 theme is ‘Restore our Earth’ which focuses on natural
processes, emerging green technologies, and innovative thinking
that can restore the world’s ecosystems. In this way, the theme
rejects the notion that mitigation or adaptation are the only ways
to address climate change. It is up to each and every one of us to
Restore Our Earth not just because we care about the natural
world, but because we live on it.
“The Earth Day theme then suggests that whilst we are engaged in hands-on action to care for Earth,
we are invited to have a change of heart and mind and recognize and value how intimately we are
interdependent with all creation.” More information: www.earthday.org/earth-day-2021
In Laudato Si’ Pope Francis says
“The earth is a sister with which we share our life, and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to
embrace us. We breathe her air and receive life from her waters.”

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3
hours in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

HELP Needed
Now that we are returning back to the church we are looking for volunteers to help with church
cleaning. This will only involve dusting and tidying, NO vacuuming.
If you are able to give some of your time, maybe with a family member or friend to help, we will
setup a roster to share it around. Please contact the Parish office by phone 55231046 or email
portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Adult Faith Education:
Returning after the school holidays, the next meeting for the Adult Faith Education will be at the
Parish Office meeting room on Tuesday, 20th of April, 5:30pm. COVID restrictions apply. Queries
can be directed to jphowman@gmail.com. This week; “John of Damascus”

Good Shepherd Sunday: Word Day of Vocations - April 25 (Fourth Sunday of Easter)
Next Sunday is the World Day of Vocations:
Pope Francis tells us: "There can be no greater joy than to risk one’s life for the Lord! I would like to
say this especially to you, the young. Do not be deaf to the Lord’s call. If he calls you to follow this
path, do not pull your oars into the boat, but trust him. Let us pray for the young people in our
community, and in our families and circle of friends. May our prayers help them to be open to the
Lord’s call to consecrated life or priesthood."
Pope Francis – Message for 2021 World Day of Vocations. Saint Joseph:
“The Dream of Vocation ‘God looks on the heart (cf. 1 Sam 16:7), and in Saint Joseph he recognized
the heart of a father, able to give and generate life in the midst of daily routines. Vocations have this
same goal: To beget and renew lives every day. The Lord desires to shape the hearts of fathers and
mothers: Hearts that are open, capable of great initiatives, generous in self-giving, compassionate in
comforting anxieties and steadfast in strengthening hopes. The priesthood and the consecrated life
greatly need these qualities nowadays, in times marked by fragility but also by the sufferings due to
the pandemic, which has spawned uncertainties and fears about the future and the very meaning of
life. Saint Joseph comes to meet us in his gentle way, as one of ‘the saints next door.’ At the same
time, his strong witness can guide us on the journey.’”
A prayer request:
We remember to pray for all our young people in our Diocese and their future. They are the present,
future and hope of the Church. God has a plan and hope for all of them to live out their vocational call
whatever that may be - marriage, the single life and also amongst them are some who would make a
good priest or religious. Holy Hours with prayer before the Blessed Sacrament are good opportunities
for the parish to gather in silence to listen, discern and pray for the future of our young people. Let us
support them and those entrusted to their formation especially parents, educators and role models,
with our prayers.

