“The Spire“

PRAYER
O God,
you reveal the signs of your presence
among us in the church, in the liturgy
and in our brothers and sisters.
Let no word of yours
ever fall by the wayside
or be rendered ineffective
through our indifference or neglect.
Rather, make us quick to recognise
your saving plan
whenever we encounter it,
and keep as ready always
to serve as prophets
and apostles of your kingdom
Amen.

LEAVING

A

GIFT

IN

YOUR

WILL

All Saints Parish has been present at most of the
important milestones in your life: your Baptism,
your First Communion, at times of great celebration
and at times of great sadness.
.
By leaving a gift to your Parish in your Will, you will
leave a legacy of faith – a legacy to help ensure
that the mission and pastoral outreach that has
been important to you will continue both for today’s
needs and for those of our children, our
grandchildren and beyond.

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of
“The Spire” by email, please send us an email
and we can add you to a list of subscribers

Our Finances
Planned Giving for Parish Account
Given last week, inc. EFT: $ 947.00
Target $62,400
Total YTD 2020/21
Total YTD 2019/20

$ 48,495
$ 48,574

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and
donations can be made electronically. Details are as
follows:

Account Name: Portland Catholic Church
BSB:
083 532
Account No.
5159 81661

Presbytery Account
Priest support: inc. EFT $ 424.30
Direct deposit payments for the presbytery account
can be made electronically. Details are as follows:
Account Name: All Saints Presbytery Portland
BSB:
083 526
Account No.
24476 6002

All Saints’ Parish
Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor
All Saints’ Parish Office
PO Box 210 Portland 3305

25th April
2021

Phone: 5523 1046 Mobile 0475 512530
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au

4th Sunday
Easter
Time Year B
Weekly Services 27/04 to 30/04
Tuesday:

5.00pm

Mass

Wednesday:

10.00am

Mass

Thursday

10.00am

Mass

Friday:

10.00am
6.00pm

Mass
Easter Night Prayer

The Portland Church only has capacity for around 80
-105 people at any one time (as per the 1 person per
2sq metre rule). Recording attendees at all masses is
still required. If your mobile phone has the right app
please use the QR Code sign in to register your
every attendance.
Recent Deaths:
Kathleen Holliday
Anniversaries:
Teresa Howard, Peter West, Greg Pound, Kevin Kelly,
Carmen del Fierro, Maria Pietschmann, Sr Christine Daly
IBVM, Stan Gliszcynski, Myra Proudfoot, Trudy Van
Lammeren, Kerrin Hurley, Mary Jean Murphy, Douglas
Vicary
Prayer Requests:
Margaret Couttie, Noela Clifford, Les Hildebrand, Nicky
Schultz, Claire Jesser, Lea-anne Bourke, Rudy Legray,
Michelle Mutch, Deanne Atkinson
If you have any prayer requests please contact Antonella
at the Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin
may ask for names to be added: Thank you

Parish Secretary: Antonella Webbstock
Wednesday & Thursday 9.00am till 3.00pm
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish website
and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church.
All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara people. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowl-

edgement of first peoples

Psalm 117
The stone rejected by the builders has become the
cornerstone
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.
It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in men:
it is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes.
I will thank you for you have given answer
and you are my saviour.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
Blessed in the name of the Lord
is he who comes.
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
I will thank you for you have given answer
and you are my saviour.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good;
for his love has no end.

Weekend Mass & Sacrament of Penance times.

The stone rejected by the builders has become the
cornerstone

PORTLAND
Mass: Saturday 6.00 pm,
Sunday 10:30 am

Gospel Acclamation

Baptisms by appointment with Fr. Gregory
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 10.30am or any Saturday 6.30pm vigil
Marriages by appointment with Fr Gregory Tait.
Sacrament of Penance By Appointment with Fr Gregory.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and the Gospel verses,
are from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Laying down our lives for others
One of the most loved images of Jesus in the early
Church was of him as the Good Shepherd who so
loves his sheep that he lays down his life for them. In
the Roman catacombs, the ancient cemeteries outside
the city of Rome where the early Christian martyrs
were buried, we find very early images of the Good
Shepherd.
A young man, he is shown carrying a lamb on his
shoulders. His sheep gaze trustingly at him and graze
peacefully in his care. They know him, they recognise
his voice, and they know that he will protect them from
danger. He knows each of them by name and will
never desert them.
The image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd must have been a great source of consolation for
Christians especially in the face of persecution. A common prayer in the early Church for those who
had died was that they should be taken to heaven “borne on the shoulders of the Good Shepherd”.
Two thousand years later, Christians continue to find the image of the Good Shepherd deeply
consoling and comforting, especially in times of trouble and distress. Psalm 23 is one of the most
loved of all the psalms, often used at funerals. It speaks to us so powerfully of the steadfast love with
which God cares for us, individually and as a community.

Today’s reading from John’s gospel stresses three characteristics of the Good Shepherd: he knows
his sheep and they know him; he does not desert his sheep when they are endangered; and, even
more than this, he lays down his life for his sheep. This last characteristic is stated not just once
but four times in today’s short gospel reading. Such is the Good Shepherd’s bountiful and unfailing
love, care and commitment that he lays down his own life for his sheep.
There is surely no greater love than this.
It is particularly touching that this year, when in our Sunday reading focuses on Jesus’ teaching that
he is the Good Shepherd, we in Australia and New Zealand mark Anzac Day. We remember, give
thanks, and pay our heartfelt respects to those many men and women who have served in wars in our
nation’s name, and especially those among them who, in service to our country, laid down and lost
their lives. We are the beneficiaries of their great sacrifice. Let us never forget!
Notice too that Jesus, in today’s gospel, explains: “I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd” (Jn
10:16). As we strive for unity, in whatever sphere of our lives, let us not confuse unity with uniformity.
Let our aim be unity in diversity.
May the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd remind us to keep our eyes on him, to listen to him,
and to place our trust in him.
Anne Hunt
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All Saints Outreach Op-Shop: (In Target Car park) Phone: 5521 1587
The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is in urgent need of good quality clothing; bric a brac or
furniture.
Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.
Outreach is open Monday to Friday 10 am - 4pm and Saturdays 10am - 12 mid-day.
Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and we regularly need Volunteers to give 3
hours in the mornings or afternoons.
Please contact Marg Herbertson at Op-Shop for further information.

HELP Needed
Now that we are returning back to the church we are looking for volunteers to help with church
cleaning. This will only involve dusting and tidying, NO vacuuming.
If you are able to give some of your time, maybe with a family member or friend to help, we will
setup a roster to share it around. Please contact the Parish office by phone 55231046 or email
portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Briny Bunch Family Group

There will be a Briny Bunch get-together at the McIntyre's, 25 Lalor
Street, on Friday, 30th April from 6pm. We will look at adapting last
year's proposed activities into a program for this year.
BYO drinks and some food to share.

VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY NEEDED
KALUMBURU MISSION
North Kimberley Region
Diocese of Broome Western Australia
We need volunteers for a life experience at the remote community of Kalumburu located in the
northern region of the Kimberley in Western Australia. This region is home to some of Australia's
oldest indigenous communities and picturesque landscapes. Volunteers play an important role in
helping our Parishes continue an active presence amongst the local people, both in Broome and
remote indigenous communities like Kalumburu.
Your role as a volunteer will include running the General Store with some assistance from local
community members, handy-man maintenance and gardening as required and associated light
machinery use and truck and fork-lift driving if you have the required licence.
This is an opportunity to contribute and apply your range of acquired skills to the Kalumburu
Mission and we would love to hear from you whether as couples or singles
For further information please contact:
Diocese of Broome Chancery
T: 08 9192 1060 or by email secretary@broomediocese.org

