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Reflection
This year the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Catholic Council have adopted the NAIDOC
theme for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday –
Heal Country. In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis has called us
to continue to seek greater protections for our lands, our
waters, our sacred sites and our cultural heritage from
exploitation, desecration, and destruction.
Today’s Gospel is very fitting because Mark tells us of
Jesus returning to his ‘native place’ – Nazareth – to a
non-accepting, hostile reaction. Jesus had been
welcomed and revered in other places, why is it that he is
mocked and disregarded in his own home? “Is he not the
carpenter?” the crowd called because they saw him as
“without honour” and were unable to believe in him. He
did not fit into their ideological view and thus did not
deserve respect in their eyes.
In Australia, our own First Nations people have suffered a
similar reception to Jesus in Nazareth. Their knowledge
and complex cultural systems, created and honed over
millennia, are often dismissed as primitive and irrelevant
to our fast-paced world of today. This could not be further
from the truth, particularly as we become more aware of
their continued care, love, and respect for ‘country’,
grounded in a relationship with the creator that formed
independently of Western influence.
2021 marks the 250th Anniversary of the arrival of
Christianity in Australia. Yet the Spirit of God was poured
out onto the original inhabitants of this great Southern
Land many, many thousands of years prior. God’s Spirit
could be heard through the singing of the birds, the
cascade of the waterfall, the rustle of the wind and, most
importantly, in silence.
Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann, a respected
Ngangiwumirr Elder, artist and 2021 Senior Australian of
the year explains the importance of listening and
understanding the silence:
“My people today, recognise and experience in this
quietness, the great Life-Giving Spirit, the Father of
us all. It is easy for me to experience God’s presence.
When I am out hunting, when I am in the bush, among
the trees, on a hill or by a billabong; these are the
times when I can simply be in God’s presence. My
people have been so aware of Nature. It is natural that
we will feel close to the Creator.”

Finances
If you would like to donate to a parish, please see
the details below. Many thanks

Location Code A5W FTY
You will need to have downloaded the APP onto your
phone. It will not work if you just take a “photo” of the image above. There will be someone to help. But we would
urge you to come 10 minutes earlier to Mass if you are
unsure of what to do.
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14th Sunday of Ordinary Time Yr B
“Heal Country”
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Sunday
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As we celebrate, we acknowledge the Indigenous owners of the land on which our Churches are built, the
Tjapwurong people, and we respect the presence of the spirits of their ancestors among us.

First Reading

Ez 2:2-5

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The people are rebellious; they shall know there will be a
prophet in their midst.
The spirit came into me and made me stand up, and
I heard the Lord speaking to me. He said, ‘Son of
man, I am sending you up to the Israelites, to the
rebels who have turned against me. Till now they
and their ancestors have been in revolt against me.
The sons are defiant and obstinate; I am sending
you to them, to say, “The Lord says this.” Whether
they listen or not, this set of rebels shall know there
is a prophet among them.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 122. R. v.2

(R.) Our eyes are fixed on the Lord,

pleading for his mercy.

1. To you have I lifted up my eyes,
you who dwell in the heavens:
my eyes, like the eyes of slaves
on the hand of their lords. (R.)
2. Like the eyes of a servant
on the hand of his mistress,
so our eyes are on the Lord our God
till he shows us his mercy. (R.)
3. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
We are filled with contempt.
Indeed all too full is our soul
with the scorn of the rich,
with the proud man’s disdain. (R.)

Second Reading 2 Cor 12:7-10

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

I will glory in my infirmities so that the power of Christ
may dwell in me.
In view of the extraordinary nature of these
revelations, to stop me from getting too proud I was
given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan to beat
me and stop me from getting too proud! About this
thing, I have pleaded with the Lord three times for it
to leave me, but he has said, ‘My grace is enough
for you: my power is at its best in weakness.’ So I
shall be very happy to make my weaknesses my
special boast so that the power of Christ may stay
over me, and that is why I am quite content with my
weaknesses, and with insults, hardships,
persecutions, and the agonies I go through for
Christ’s sake. For it is when I am weak that I am
strong.
Gospel Acclamation See Lk 4:18
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Mk 6:1-6

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

A prophet is despised only in his own country.
Jesus went to his home town and his disciples
accompanied him. With the coming of the sabbath he
began teaching in the synagogue and most of them
were astonished when they heard him. They said,
‘Where did the man get all this? What is this wisdom
that has been granted him, and these miracles that
are worked through him? This is the carpenter,
surely, the son of Mary, the brother of James and
Joset and Jude and Simon? His sisters, too, are they
not here with us?’ And they would not accept him.
And Jesus said to them, ‘A prophet is only despised
in his own country among his own relations and in his
own house’; and he could work no miracle there,
though he cured a few sick people by laying his
hands on them. He was amazed at their lack of faith.

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
Home town crowds and ‘mighty works’
I recommend viewing the film ‘Billy Elliott’ in which a
youngster found that his body ‘went electric’ when he
danced. To give expression to this, he had to break
from the expectations of his family in a decaying
mining town in the north of England.
Jesus had a similar experience. His home town of
Nazareth wanted to keep him in the box they could
deal with: ‘the carpenter’s son’. But he was aware of
a divine dynamism which welled up from the depths
of who he was and it had to find expression in
‘mighty works’. So, he left Nazareth, never to return.
Each person has a unique identity and role
conceived by God. Of course, we must be careful not
to stifle it in others. But, first, we must try to discern
what it is for ourselves. Why was I loved into
existence just now, and not in the third or the twentythird century? The cosmos as desired by God will be
incomplete if I let others dictate who I am. God’s plan
of salvation history will be disrupted if I don’t fulfil the
role he wants me to play.
We could take a moment to pray for certain gifts of
the Holy Spirit; understanding and wisdom to be
enlightened as to one’s unique identity and role, and
then courage to persevere against the odds, perhaps
confounding the expectations of others, so as to go
on and perform his ‘mighty works’.
© Fr Michael Tate; tate@bigpond.com
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Readings July 11th

AGED CARE SCHEDULE

Masses this Week

Eventide

1st Wednesdays 10am

Masses this Week
Stawell: Tues to Fri 10am
Ararat: Friday 2nd July 11am prayer

Lowe St

2nd Wednesdays 11am

Garden View

3rd Wednesdays 10.30am

ARV

4th Wednesday 10am

Recent Deaths:

First Reading
Am 7:12-15
2nd Reading
Eph 1:3-14
Gospel
Mk 6:7-13

A VOCATION VIEW

Anniversaries: 4th – 10th July
John Tieman, Bridget Janicki, Fr Paddy Bohan,
Robe,rt Murton, Tom Gleeson, Robert Jerram,
Bill Jaensch, Beryl Christian, Allen Christian,
Guiseppe Bottiglieri, Mary McCormick, Gerry
Oliver, Margaret Pippard, Elizabeth Shevlin,
David McAdie, Vincent Sertori, Mons Bill
McMahon, Horace Howlett, Isabella Tonkin,
Barbara McCubbin, Fr Len Monk, Fr Coley
McKenzie,
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Kate Wilson, Sally Rook, Eloise Foo, Benjamin
Wolfson, Julie Neale and Margaret Hassall

There is a great need today to stand up for what we
believe in. The Spirit of the Lord is upon you, He has
sent you to bring Good News to the poor.

Pope Francis @Pontifex.com 2021

Sister, brother, let Jesus look upon and heal your heart. And if
you have already felt His tender gaze upon you, imitate Him; do
as He does. Help us to bring comfort to those with wounded
hearts whom we meet on our journey.

St Bernard’s Liturgy & Cleaning Roster

3 July

Reader Michael Phillips
Cleaning: Irene Meek Prayers
of the faithful Tricia Higgins

Golden Gate Roster
June 6th Harry & Anna
Golden Gate Roster
July 4th Tim & Jan
June 6th Harry & Anna

13th Jim & Jan

20th Libby

27th Harry & Anna

11th Libby
13th Jim & Jan

18th Harry & Anna
20th Libby

25th Tim & Jan
27th Harry & Anna

July 4th Vacant
Tim & Jan
Position

11th Libby

18th Harry & Anna

25th Tim & Jan

Finance Officer / Parish Administrative Assistant
AGEDCatholic
CARE SCHEDULE
The
Parishes of Ararat and Stawell are looking to appoint one or two new members to
Due
to
covid
restrictions
are notmay
ableapply
to attend
in the aged care homes at present.
our parish team. One we
person
for prayers
both roles.
Eventide

1st Wednesdays 10am

Lowe St

2nd Wednesdays 11am

Finance and Compliance Officer (15 hours)

Administrative Assistant (6 hours).
Garden View 3rd Wednesdays 10.30am
The Finance and Administrative Officer will require a good working knowledge of Reckon or
ARV
4th Wednesday 10am
similar accounting software and be responsible for BAS, ATO and other regulatory compliance.
The Administrative Assistant will attend to receptionist and secretarial tasks and communication
with parishioners such as weekly newsletters.
The position(s) will be based in Ararat and will require some visits to Stawell.
Please email your application to: ararat@ballarat.catholic.org.au

A topical and exciting opportunity for your students/
youth groups to reflect on the COVID-19 Pandemic
The Project Officer for Melbourne Young
Christian Students has great pleasure in presenting a
Parish Phone Ararat: 03 53525460
topical and exciting opportunity for students/youth to
After many months it looks as though we NEARLY
understand, reflect on and respond to the COVID-19
have the parish phones sorted. At present, be assured virus, a pandemic that has affected us all in so many
that if parishioners leave a message it will be
ways. Shaping our Post Pandemic World is an Enquiry for
monitored immediately. Fr Andrew is notified that
Secondary Students, comprising five sessions to explore
there is a message and he can listen to it. The last
How the COVID-19 Pandemic has affected me, my country
piece of the puzzle is that just now you will hear “You and our world; why it should concern me; and what I might be
have reached the message bank of …” It is the
able to do about its consequences. It is published, free of
standard Telstra message. We hope that within a few charge, by the Australian Young Christian Students,
days we’ll have a more personal greeting. But, yes, it
written in Melbourne for students, whether they are in
works.
the YCS or not. The Enquiry and an endorsement by
Archbishop Mark Coleridge are available from https://
Please leave a message.
www.aycs.org.au/pandemic-enquiry. The YCS will be
coordinating an ongoing campaign among students into
the Catholic response to the pandemic. For further
Covid Rules
The 2 square metre rule is applied to regular Masses enquiries, please contact Lys Crowe, Project Officer,
Melbourne YCS lysbeth.crowe@aycs.org.au
but not to weddings and funerals
Sunday Masses 100 for Ararat and Stawell
50 for Lake Bolac and Landsborough
Funerals
100 people
Go out and tell everyone
Weddings
100 people
Ararat Parish Office
The Ararat office will be open on Friday Mornings.
From 10am-12pm

For funeral cuppa’s everyone must be seated at tables,
with food and drinks served to the table, no gathering
at the kitchen window. The CWL’s in each parish can
sort what you want to do there. Whether to cater or
not and how to be compliant with the rules.
————————————————————————
Our Ladies statue
We are still looing for Our Lady’s statue which has
been missing for some time. It is a wooden statue
that was carved at Oberammergau in the Bavarian
Alps, the sit of the famous passion play. It is a small
green case.
Somebody must have it tucked away in a cupboard,
spare room or under a Bed?
If you find it could you please return it to the Church.
Thank you

Year of St Joseph
Year of St Joseph Monthly Reflections
Each month during the year of St Joseph, the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference will publish a reflection
on the various aspects of St Joseph's life and character
https://catholic.org.au/yearofstjoseph
A new hymn in honour of St Joseph
Australian Marist Br Michael Herry has written a new
hymn, One Quiet Man, inspired by Pope Francis’
proclamation of the Year of St Joseph. To listen to the
song, please visit the Marist Music website http://
www.maristmusic.org.au/one-quiet-man-a-new-hymnto-st-joseph.

God’s message

Try to find these words

Christ
food
money
spirits

H J E
X A C
X D V
J I T
X B D
F S B
X V P
A MT
A E D
G S D
WS K
R A N
U G F
R E E
E K J

demons
feet
homes
message
sandals
sick
turn twelve two

K E C D R
H R I S T
E H WM O
K R V Y S
B E R S N
Y I F P N
QD B U N
N L K G T
E MON S
QS I C K
G Z G I A
U K H A Z
E E T P P
K MA ON
P A Y MC

C K F O
T U R N
N E Y T
P I R I
MK U U
S N S A
X L A F
QK N P
S OD D
Z C A Z
T X L K
WD S T
H OME
X E Y E
T WE L

O
T
D
T
U
C
D
J
H
L
A
R
S
U
V

D A
WO
G X
S L
I B
P U
N R
OW
I A
QC
A Y
B K
OQ
WU
E I

