REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
Jesus’ Baptism is Ours
What did it mean for Jesus to come up out of the waters of the Jordan to experience the special
presence of the Holy Spirit as though it were a dove, gently hovering over him? As a Jew, he would
have been reminded both of the Divine Wind hovering over the void-become-creation, and of the dove
bearing an olive twig as God restored humanity’s life on earth after the Flood. The Holy Spirit was
empowering Him for a re-creative role on behalf of humanity.
His second experience was to sense God’s delight and joy sounding, reverberating through every fibre
of his body, every reach of his soul: ‘You are my beloved Son, my favour rests on you.’
Any baby, any adolescent, any adult who is baptised shares in these wonderful experiences. The
dynamic power of the Holy Spirit hovers over the person as a gentle presence, preparing the one
baptised for a mission on behalf of humanity. And every baptised person senses, below the range of
hearing, the echo of the same marvellous words: “You are my beloved son or daughter, my favour rests
on you.”

Is it any wonder that Our Lord adopted this water rite to incorporate his followers into such wonderful
experiences as a power-full impetus to fulfil their mission to cooperate in God’s saving plan for
humanity?
We could take a moment to pray in gratitude for the parent/s or other person/s who brought us into this
tradition stretching over almost two millennia. May they be filled with all that flows from their being
beloved sons and daughters of God.

Happy Birthday to Noreen O’Connor who celebrated her 90th birthday on the 3rd
January. Best wishes from all of us and may joy and happiness be with you.
Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Bernadette Moloney, Gina Vogels
Anniversaries In January : Vera Hickey, Madge Boyle, Bill Haig, Patrick F Nicholson,
Greg O’Flynn, Peg Duffy, Laurie Loft, Nancy Nugent, Jim Rylance Snr, Brian Fleming,
Patricia Gaut, Ann Dodd, Bob Maslin, Catherine Dendle, Gertruda Heyden, Frank
Keegan, Anne van Duynhoven
Recently Deceased: Eileen Dillon
Looking Forward Booklet 2021-2025
The new “Looking Forward” pastoral planning booklet 2021-2025 is now available and can be access
and/or downloaded from the diocesan website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/our-diocese/lookingforward/. Hard copies will be distributed to parishes in the new year. This new edition of “Looking
Forward” provides principles to guide our pastoral planning, includes data about the diocese and offers information on changes to parishes over the next few years.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 09 Jan 2022

The Baptism of the Lord Year C
First Reading Is 42:1-4. 6-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I am well pleased.
Thus says the Lord:
Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom my soul delights.
I have endowed him with my spirit
that he may bring true justice to the nations.
He does not cry out or shout aloud,
or make his voice heard in the streets.
He does not break the crushed reed,
nor quench the wavering flame.
Faithfully he brings true justice;
he will neither waver, nor be crushed
until true justice is established on earth,
for the islands are awaiting his law.
I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right;
I have taken you by the hand and formed you;
I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light of the nations,
to open the eyes of the blind,
to free captives from prison,
and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.
The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11
(R.) The Lord will bless his people with peace.

1. O give the Lord you sons of God,
give the Lord glory and power;
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.)
2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
the Lord on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R.)
3. The God of glory thunders.
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood:
the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.)

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 09 Jan 2022

The Baptism of the Lord Year C
Second Reading Acts 10:34-38
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power.
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is
that God does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does
what is right is acceptable to him.
‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, and it was to them that the good news of
peace was brought by Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must have heard
about the recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee,
after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with
power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who had
fallen into the power of the devil.’
The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation See Mk 9:8
Alleluia, alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 3:15-16. 21-22
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke...Glory to You O Lord
When Jesus had been baptised and had been praying, the heavens were opened and
the Holy Spirit came upon him.
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John
might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone is
coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’
Now when all the people had been baptised and while Jesus after his own baptism was at
prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. And
a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’
The Gospel of the Lord...Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles,
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in
the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Praying with Pope Francis
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is
more than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics
around the world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging
faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part
of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network – view
at www.thepopevideo.org.
Pope’s intention for January: For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from
religious discrimination and persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognised , which
originate from being brothers and sisters in the human family.
For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission
The period of local consultation as part of the global journey to the 2023 XVI Ordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops has commenced. The online portal is now open to receive
responses to 10 key questions the Synod documents pose. Reflection guides and prayer resources
have been created to support engagement with the Synod journey. Resources available include a
media release regarding the consultation process, reflection guides, prayers and the Synod logo
at https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch.

Novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
Keep up-to-date with the latest COVID-19 restrictions on the government website https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/religion-and-ceremony-regional-victoria. Updates are also be available
from the diocesan website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-the-churchs-informationand-advice-2/. Statements from the Premier regarding COVID-19 matters are published immediately
on his webpage; https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/. At the very end of the page is also published the
upgraded table of restrictions, PDF format, that are based on his most recent press conference.

Pathways Response Victoria
The Victorian Catholic Bishops launched Pathways Response Victoria this week, which will provide a
further way of responding to those who have suffered abuse in the Catholic community. Pathways Response Victoria will be the successor to Towards Healing and The Melbourne Response from the start
of 2022. More information is available from the diocesan website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/
pathways-response-victoria/
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