Dear Friends,
In today’s gospel we see the call of Simon after the miracle of the catch of a great number of fish. Here,
Jesus wanted to use this occasion to teach those fishermen an important lesson. Although Simon was
exhausted from a night of fruitless toil, he nonetheless did what the Lord Jesus told him to do: “At your
word I will let down the nets”. This incident tells us an important truth about how God works in and
through each of us for his glory. God only expects of us a small thing than we can do by ourselves. But
when we cooperate in his works, we accomplish far beyond what we can do through our own ability.
This is the way God acts and for the purpose of building up his kingdom He calls us and gives His
grace to do extra ordinary work to accomplish His kingdom on earth. God’s call comes to us, it is not
because of any merit on our part but is totally through His grace. Simon Peter knows this and so he
says, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man”. The truth is, the Lord does not call us to witness
His love and mercy because of our own qualities. He equips us with the qualities we need for what He
calls us to be and to do. Certainly, God gives the power of the Holy Spirit to help us respond to the call.
Hence, our vocation is to live the gospel in our day-to-day life. So let us take our baptismal call very
seriously and radiate the light of Jesus to others through our words and deeds in our life. -Neville.

Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Bernadette Moloney, Gina Vogels
Anniversaries In February : Mary McMeel, Mary van Nieuwkerk,
Walter Churchill, Peter O’Connor, An Vogels, Nellie Kennedy, Jim McMeel,
Pat Maslin, James Coleman, Joe Delaney, Nell Pekin, Susan Boyle,
Frances Hammett, Carmel O’Connor, John Fowler, Graeme Bell, Peter Crowe,
Ceily Plozza, John Vogels, Eileen Maguire, Nora Townsend
Recently Deceased: Eileen Dillon

Novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
Keep up-to-date with the latest COVID-19 restrictions on the government website https://
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/religion-and-ceremony-regional-victoria. Updates are also be available
from the diocesan website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/coronavirus-the-churchs-informationand-advice-2/. Statements from the Premier regarding COVID-19 matters are published immediately
on his webpage; https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/. At the very end of the page is also published the upgraded table of restrictions, PDF format, that are based on his most recent press conference.
Looking Forward Booklet 2021-2025
The new “Looking Forward” pastoral planning booklet 2021-2025 is now available and can be access
and/or downloaded from the diocesan website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/our-diocese/lookingforward/. Hard copies will be distributed to parishes in the new year. This new edition of “Looking
Forward” provides principles to guide our pastoral planning, includes data about the diocese and
offers information on changes to parishes over the next few years.

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C
February 6th
First Reading
Is 6:1-8

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Here am I! Send me.

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord seated on a high throne; his train filled the sanctuary; above
him stood seraphs, each one with six wings.
And they cried out to one another in this way,
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
His glory fills the whole earth.’
The foundations of the threshold shook with the voice of the one who cried out, and the Temple was filled with
smoke. I said:
‘What a wretched state I am in! I am lost,
for I am a man of unclean lips
and I live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have looked at the King, the Lord of hosts.’
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding in his hand a live coal which he had taken from the altar with a
pair of tongs. With this he touched my mouth and said:
‘See now, this has touched your lips,
your sin is taken away,
your iniquity is purged.’
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying:
‘Whom shall I send? Who will be our messenger?’
I answered, ‘Here I am, send me.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 137:1-5. 7-8. R. v.1

(R.) In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple. (R.)
2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)
3. All earth’s kings shall thank you
when they hear the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways;
‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’ (R.)
4. You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands. (R.)

Second Reading
1 Cor 15:1-11

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
I preach what they preach, and this is what you believe.

Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, the gospel that you received and in which you
are firmly established; because the gospel will save you only if you keep believing exactly what I preached to
you – believing anything else will not lead to anything.
Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught myself, namely that Christ died for our sins, in
accordance with the scriptures; that he was buried; and that he was raised to life on the third day, in accordance
with the scriptures; that he appeared first to Cephas and secondly to the Twelve. Next he appeared to more than
five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died; then he appeared to James, and then to all the apostles; and last of all he appeared to me too; it was as though I was born
when no one expected it.
I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I persecuted the Church of God, I hardly deserve the name apostle;
but by God’s grace that is what I am, and the grace that he gave me has not been fruitless. On the contrary, I, or
rather the grace of God that is with me, have worked harder than any of the others; but what matters is that I
preach what they preach, and this is what you all believed.

Gospel Acclamation
Mt 4:19

Alleluia, alleluia!
Come follow me, says the Lord,
and I will make you fishers of my people.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Lk 5:1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
They left everything and followed him.

Jesus was standing one day by the lake of Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round him listening to the word
of God, when he caught sight of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen had gone out of them and were
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats – it was Simon’s – and asked him to put out a little from the
shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.’
‘Master,’ Simon replied ‘we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay out the
nets.’ And when they had done this they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they
signalled to their companions in the other boat to come and help them; when these came, they filled the two
boats to sinking point.
When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me Lord; I am a sinful man.’ For he and
all his companions were completely overcome by the catch they had made; so also were James and John, sons
of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you
will catch.’ Then, bringing their boats back to land, they left everything and followed him.
the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used [Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful or

conceited; it is never rude or selfish; it does not take offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and to
endure whatever comes.
Love does not come to an end. But if there are gifts of prophecy, the time will come when they must
fail; or the gift of languages, it will not continue for ever; and knowledge – for this, too, the time will
come when it must fail. For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesying is imperfect; but once perfection comes, all imperfect things will disappear. When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, and
think like a child, and argue like a child, but now I am a man, all childish ways are put behind me. Now
we are seeing a dim reflection in a mirror; but then we shall be seeing face to face. The knowledge that
I have now is imperfect; but then I shall know as fully as I am known.
In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is love.]
The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God

Caritas Appeal for Tonga
Tonga is reeling after the violent underwater volcano eruption triggered tsunamis, destroyed telecommunications and blanketed the country in ash and rock. Roads, bridges and homes
are damaged. Water supplies have been contaminated by volcanic ash and saltwater. Tonga needs
your support urgently. Give now to help with emergency response. Donate at https://
www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pacific/
Caritas Prayer for Tonga and the Pacific
Loving God,
We hold before you in our hearts
the people of Tonga in this time of need.
We know that the communities of the Pacific often experience fragility.
Now, with a volcanic explosion leading to both a Tsunami
and degradation of land and water through ash,
we ask that your people find strength and feel closer to you than ever.
They are communities of great faith.
May they turn to you for peace and reassurance.
May they turn to each other for comfort and community.
And may they turn to us for support and solidarity.
We all share this mysterious world
which you have entrusted to our care, as one family.
May your Holy Spirit give us wisdom and courage
and fill us with the gift of Hope. Amen.
World Day of Prayer. March 4th St Joseph Church Timboon
In 1928, at the International Missionary Conference in Jerusalem, Scotswoman Grace Forgan first
learned of the World Day of Prayer and brought the news to the United Kingdom. The first service was
held in 1930 in Scotland; followed by England in 1932, Wales in 1933 and Northern Ireland in 1943.
During the period of the Second World War, women felt the urge to get together in prayer and
fellowship. In 1967, after Vatican II, Catholic women began to take part in our service. In England,
Wales and Northern Ireland there are now about 3,000 branches holding more than 4,000 services
every year. In 2019, 275,000 copies of the order of service were printed.
Mass of the Oils 2022
The Mass of the Oils will be held on Monday, April 11, 2022 at St Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat at
6.30pm. Supper will follow in the Hall. Any COVID restrictions applicable at this time will apply to the
Mass of the Oils.
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