Thoughts for the 3rd Sunday of Lent Year C
God does not cause suffering, people and circumstances do. The people whom Pilate killed died
because of an evil ruler’s wrath. Those who died in the tower collapse were in the wrong place at the
wrong time. Bad things can happen to good people. But Jesus is calling for repentance when talking
about these incidents. We don’t know when our end is coming. These people may have not been right
with God when they died. Bad things can also happen to bad people.
We might want to see justice happen in our own lifetimes. We want to see good people rewarded. We
want to see bad people punished. But the parable of the fig tree shows us that God is tending to
humanity. He is still hoping we will bear fruit. So divine justice is not here yet. Thus the call to
repentance. At some point, the time for judgement will come. We must turn away from sit and turn back
to God. We must be willing to let God transform us, even though it might mean cutting away some
things we don’t want to let go of. Then we can grow into the fig trees God envisions.
• What needs to be pruned away in my life?
• Have I received gifts in my life which I don’t deserve?
• How am I allowing God to transform my life during this Lenten season?
Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Bernadette Moloney, Gina Vogels
Anniversaries In March: Charles Boyle, Jeff Lathouwers, Robert Maslin,
Brian Smith, Perc. Roberts, Mary O’Keeffe, Coleman O’Keeffe, Matthew Delaney,
Park Conheady, Kathleen Noonan, Herman Dickmann, Mary Pouw, Paul Couch,
Barry Ridsdale, Martin van Duynhoven, Geoff Gale, Michael Dodd, Rose McMeel,
Jessie, Giblett, Carmel Bruce, Frank Vogels
Recent Deaths: Sister Anne Forbes, Ross Fleming
Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace in Ukraine
I ask you to pray the Our Father for peace in Ukraine, now and throughout this Day.
Let us ask the Lord to grant that the country may grow in the spirit of brotherhood, and that all hurts,
fears and divisions will be overcome.
We have spoken about the Holocaust. But let us think too that [in Ukraine] millions of people were killed
[1932-1933].
They are a people who have suffered; they have suffered from hunger, suffered from much brutality
and they deserve peace.
May the prayers and supplications that today rise up to heaven touch the minds and hearts of world
leaders, so that dialogue may prevail and the common good be placed ahead of partisan interests.
Please, no more war.
Novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
Checking-in is no longer required. Face masks are no longer required in most indoor settings but they
are still recommended. Carry a mask when leaving home. They are strongly recommend if you have
any COVID-19 symptoms, are with people who may be vulnerable to COVID-19 and/or are outdoors
and cannot physically distance.
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Third Sunday of Lent Year C
First Reading
Ex 3:1-8. 13-15
A reading from the book of Exodus
This is what you must say to the children of Israel: I Am has sent me to you.
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led his flock to the far
side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared
to him in the shape of a flame of fire, coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was the
bush blazing but it was not being burnt up. ‘I must go and look at this strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and
see why the bush is not burnt.’ Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, and God called to him from
the middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am’ he answered. ‘Come no nearer’ he said.
‘Take off your shoes, for the place on which you stand is holy ground. I am the God of your father,’ he
said ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses covered his face,
afraid to look at God.
And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of my people in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to
be free of their slave-drivers. Yes, I am well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the
hands of the Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to a land rich and broad, a land where milk
and honey flow.’
Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” But if they ask me what his name is, what am I to tell them?’ And God said
to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am. This’ he added ‘is what you must say to the sons of Israel: “The Lord, the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to
you.” This is my name for all time; by this name I shall be invoked for all generations to come.’
The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 102:1-4. 6-8. 11. R. v.8
(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R.)
2. It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion. (R.)
3. The Lord does deeds of justice,
gives judgement for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses
and his deeds to Israel’s sons. (R.)
4. The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him. (R.)

Second Reading
1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
All this that happened to the people of Moses in the desert was written for our benefit.
I want to remind you how our fathers were all guided by a cloud above them and how they all passed
through the sea. They were all baptised into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the same spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual drink, since they all drank from the spiritual rock that followed
them as they went, and that rock was Christ. In spite of this, most of them failed to please God and their
corpses littered the desert.
These things all happened as warnings for us, not to have the wicked lusts for forbidden things that they
had. You must never complain: some of them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer.
All this happened to them as a warning and it was written down to be a lesson for us who are living at
the end of the age. The man who thinks he is safe must be careful that he does not fall.
The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation
Mt 4:17
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Repent, says the Lord;
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel
Lk 13:1-9
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of
their sacrifices. At this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were
greater sinners than any other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will
all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all the other people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you.
No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but
found none. He said to the man who looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have
been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up the
ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it one more year and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it
may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.”’
The Gospel of the Lord...Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles,
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Throughout Lent there will be a Stations of the Cross at St Joseph’s Timboon 12:00 p.m. Fridays.
All Welcome.

Caritas Australia Ukraine Crisis Appeal: In a matter of weeks, millions of people have fled the conflict in Ukraine. Our long-standing partner, Caritas Ukraine, is on the ground, supporting people in need
during this unfolding humanitarian crisis. Help provide urgent humanitarian assistance including shelter, food, clean water, medicine and psychological support to people affected by this crisis. Donate today at www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call 1800 024 413 toll free. Keep up to date on the latest activities
by Caritas agencies on the ground www.caritas.org.au/ukraine-news

Janice 44, is a proud Wagilak woman, a traditional dancer, living in a remote community in the
Northern Territory. As elders grow older and pass away, she knows she must share her knowledge with
the younger generation. However, the community faces multiple challenges, including a lack of jobs,
limited educational opportunities, and socio-economic which can lead to young people becoming
disconnected from culture.
With your help, Caritas Australia supports Djilpin Arts Aboriginal Corporation,
which operates a centre for traditional and contemporary Aboriginal arts and
culture, providing employment and generating income for local communities.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 and help provide employment
and training for First Australians, allowing them to remain on country and
keep their culture alive.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and
build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations.
You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes
available from your Parish, by visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413.
St Joseph’s Church Derrinallum Final Mass: An invitation is extended to parishioners and former
parishioners, their families and friends and any interested community members, to attend the Final
Mass following the closing of St Joseph’s Church in Derrinallum. This Mass will be held on Sunday,
April 24, 2022 at 11.00am. Light refreshments will be served at the Church following Mass. To assist
with catering, please reply to Gerard Fitzgerald, ph. 0409 863079 or Kathy Bell, ph. 0499 555607.
Praying with Pope: Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics around
the world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging faith,
renewing hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part of the
Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network – view at www.thepopevideo.org. Pope’s intention for March: For
a Christian response to bioethical challenges - We pray for Christians facing new bioethical
challenges. May they continue to defend the dignity of all human life with prayer and action.
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