ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

OUYEN, PATCHEWOLLOCK, TEMPY, WALPEUP, UNDERBOOL

Third Sunday in Lent Time C

Entrance Antiphon
My eyes are always on the Lord,
for he rescues my feet from the snare.
Turn to me and have mercy on me,
for I am alone and poor.

First Reading Ex 3:1-8. 13-15
A reading from the book of Exodus
This is what you must say to the children of
Israel: I Am has sent me to you.
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his
father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led his flock to
the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb,
the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in the shape of a flame of fire,
coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked;
there was the bush blazing but it was not being
burnt up. ‘I must go and look at this strange
sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is not
burnt.’ Now the Lord saw him go forward to
look, and God called to him from the middle of
the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am’ he
answered. ‘Come no nearer’ he said. ‘Take off
your shoes, for the place on which you stand is
holy ground. I am the God of your father,’ he
said ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and
the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses covered his face,
afraid to look at God.
And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable
state of my people in Egypt. I have heard their
appeal to be free of their slave-drivers. Yes, I am
well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver
them out of the hands of the Egyptians and bring
them up out of that land to a land rich and
broad, a land where milk and honey flow.’
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Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the
sons of Israel and say to them, “The God of your
fathers has sent me to you.” But if they ask me
what his name is, what am I to tell them?’ And
God said to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am. This’ he
added ‘is what you must say to the sons of Israel:
“The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name
for all time; by this name I shall be invoked for
all generations to come.’

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R.)
2. It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion. (R.)
3. The Lord does deeds of justice,
gives judgement for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses
and his deeds to Israel’s sons. (R.)
4. The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear
him. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians
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All this that happened to the people of Moses in
the desert was written for our benefit.
I want to remind you how our fathers were all
guided by a cloud above them and how they all
passed through the sea. They were all baptised
into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the
same spiritual food and all drank the same
spiritual drink, since they all drank from the
spiritual rock that followed them as they went,
and that rock was Christ. In spite of this, most of
them failed to please God and their corpses
littered the desert.
These things all happened as warnings for us, not
to have the wicked lusts for forbidden things that
they had. You must never complain: some of
them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer.
All this happened to them as a warning and it
was written down to be a lesson for us who are
living at the end of the age. The man who thinks
he is safe must be careful that he does not fall.

Gospel Acclamation
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Repent, says the Lord;
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Gospel Lk 13:1-9
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke
Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.
Some people arrived and told Jesus about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled
with that of their sacrifices. At this he said to
them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who
suffered like that were greater sinners than any
other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No;
but unless you repent you will all perish as they
did. Or those eighteen on whom the tower
at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose
that they were more guilty than all the other
people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell
you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish
as they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for
fruit on it but found none. He said to the man
who looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for
three years now I have been coming to look for
fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it

down: why should it be taking up the ground?”
“Sir,” the man replied “leave it one more year
and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it
may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut
it down.”’

Communion Antiphon
The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a
nest for her young by your altars, O Lord of
hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, for
ever singing your praise.
Reflection by Dr Scott Hahn
Mindful of His covenant with Abraham, God
came to rescue His people from the slave drivers
of Egypt. Faithful to that same covenant, He sent
Jesus to redeem all lives from destruction, as
today’s Psalm tells us.
Paul says in today’s Epistle that God’s saving
deeds in the Exodus were written down for the
Church, intended as a prelude and
foreshadowing of our own Baptism by water, our
liberation from sin, our feeding with spiritual
food and drink.
Yet the events of the Exodus were also given as a
“warning”—that being children of Abraham is
no guarantee that we will reach the promised
land of our salvation.
At any moment, Jesus warns in today’s Gospel,
we could perish, not as God’s punishment for
being “greater sinners” but because, like the
Israelites in the wilderness, we stumble into evil
desires, fall into grumbling, forget all His
benefits.
Jesus calls us today to “repentance”—not a onetime change of heart, but an ongoing, daily
transformation of our lives. We’re called to live
the life we sing about in today’s Psalm, blessing
His holy name, giving thanks for His kindness
and mercy.
The fig tree in His parable is a familiar Old
Testament symbol for Israel. As the fig tree is
given one last season to produce fruit before it is
cut down, so too Jesus is giving Israel one final
opportunity to bear good fruits as evidence of its
repentance
Lent should be for us like the season of reprieve
given to the fig tree, a grace period in which we
let Christ -the gardener, cultivate our hearts,
uprooting what chokes the divine life in us,
strengthening us to bear fruits that will last into
eternity.
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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Ouyen, Patchewollock, Tempy, Underbool, Walpeup
Parish Administrator: Fr Anthony Nagothu (03) 5026 3068
Parish Contact Person: Faye Nihill 5092 1326
Recent Deaths:
Anniversaries: Jane Fitzpatrick
Sick: Terri Scott, Cora Jardine, Judi Floyd, Laura
Burns and Joan Bathgate 🙏
May our healing God touch the lives of our sick
bringing them comfort & peace.

Prayer For Australia: Eternal Father, I offer you
the Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ offered
at all the Masses throughout the world for the Holy
atonement, and to protect Australia from the sin of
abortion, euthanasia, and from every evil. Through
Jesus Christ
Pope’s Prayer Intention for March: A Christian
Response to Bioethical Challenges We pray for
Christians facing new bioethical challenges; may
they continue to defend the dignity of all human life
with prayer and action.
New Mass Timetable

Collections: 13th March
Ouyen: $183.50
Planned Giving: $185.00
Church Cleaning:
March: The Grace Family
Presbytery Cleaning:
March: Cheryl Anderson
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Father will be
available before and after the Friday Mass for
Reconciliation, after the 11:00am Masses, or at any
other time by appointment.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Every Thursday from 2:00 – 6:00pm with the Divine
Mercy Chaplet at 3:00pm and Rosary at 4:00pm; all
welcome.
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**More opportunities for Mass Please note the
new time: each Friday at 10:00am
Lenten Discussion Group Tuesdays at 10:00 in
the Parish Centre, all welcome.
Wisdom from the Saints: “Prayer is powerful
beyond limits when we turn to the Immaculata who
is queen even of God’s heart.” St Maximilian Kolbe
Summary of the New Covid Provisions:
~ QR Codes are no longer required to sign in
~ Face masks are no longer required to be worn
~ Kindness and Common Sense strictly enforced
Side door entrance: we are asking anyone with
any mobility issues, and those who use gofers, to
enter via the side (north facing) door. This has a
much wider opening on level ground and is ideal for
dropping off/picking up or parking gofers. For those
with gofers we would ask you to please use the
gravel to drive on, rather than the pavers which are
too narrow and have a dangerous lip. If you are
aware of any other potential hazards please notify:
Faye, Cheryl or Marie.
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*Save the Date Friday 8th April, for our Parish Retreat in the church Get more out
of this Lent and take timeout with Jesus. Spend a day doing all the things you’ve
always said you would and join in the Parish Retreat; all welcome! Names to Marie
please for catering purposes; more details to follow.
Pope Francis will consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary on March 25, the Solemnity of the Annunciation. On
the 25th March 1984 Pope John Paul II consecrated Russia and the
world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary as requested by the Blessed
Virgin in Fatima.”At the same time, the same act, on the same day, will
be carried out in Fatima by His Eminence Cardinal Krajewski,
Apostolic Almoner, as envoy of the Holy Father.”
Salesian Missions Australia have begun and appeal for Ukraine. Salesian communities in Poland, Slovakia
and the Czech Republic are working with local agencies to protect and take care of as many Ukrainian refugees
as possible. In Ukraine they are caring for orphans as well as providing shelter to and relief to those in need:
arranging transport and shelter, providing food, baby formula, clean water and generators for heat and cooking,
procuring and distributing medical supplies, blankets and personal hygiene items and so much more. If you
would like to donate to their appeal you ca do so by Mail to: Salesian Missions Australia, P.O. Box 264, Ascot
Vale, Vic. 3032; or by Phone on: 9377 6060; or on their website:
https://salesianmissionaustralia.org.au/donate/ukrainian-refugee-crisis Donations over $2 are tax deductable.
Project Compassion: Janice has been a Djilpin Arts worker since 2015, performing traditional
dances, as a host for performances and as a tour guide in the art museum. With your support,
Caritas Australia was also able to fund the launch of a Djilpin Arts shed in 2021, to display and
store artworks for shipping to online customers. COVID times have been particularly tough on
remote communities, however, Djilpin Arts has been able to build up the online element of its business
during the pandemic, helping communities to continue to make an income. You can donate through Project
Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available from your Parish, byvisiting www.lent.caritas.org.au or
by calling 1800 024 413.
A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia: has launched a national emergency appeal for
Ukraine. ACN is committed to strengthening and supporting the Catholic
Church in Ukraine, as we have done for the past 70 years. The immediate
emergency help will support the work of the Church in Ukraine by assisting
priests, brothers, and religious sisters directly, to continue their pastoral and
outreach programs. We will continue to stand by our brothers and sisters in faith as they undergo trying
times and seek to bring peace to a country that is surrounded by turmoil and unrest. Can you provide aid to
the Catholic people in Ukraine? They need your help! To learn more
visit www.aidtochurch.org/monthlyproject
Something to smile about: You can save yourself a lot of unnecessary bother if you remember that people
are not going to take your advice unless you are a lawyer or a doctor and charge them for it.
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