Dear Friends, This weekend we celebrate ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’. Through this gospel story Jesus describes
three qualities of his sheep. Firstly, they hear his voice, secondly Jesus knows them and thirdly they follow him.
To recognize Jesus’ voice amidst varieties of voices that call out offer many choices for Jesus’ sheep. They
compete to draw the attention of the sheep. They are from the public arena of social media, consumerism, and
worldly ideologies. In this discord of voices Jesus’ sheep recognize their master’s voice. We see in the gospel:
Jesus calls out to his sheep, and they hear him. Let us ask ourselves; do we hear him in the depths of our
conscience, in the events of the day, in the pages of the Bible and in the teachings of the Church?

We have to realize that we belong with his sheep. Are we aware that Jesus knows and loves us? We will be
known to be real followers of Jesus if we love one another as he has loved us and if we keep his
commandments. Normally we don’t offend the person we love, and we try to please him/her. So let us cultivate
a good relationship with Jesus through our personal prayer and sacraments. If we have a good and loving
relationship with Jesus, then we will be eager to hear his voice and try to please him through our deeds and
words. So, in our celebration, let us ask the Lord to give His grace to change our heart of stone into a loving and
compassionate heart, so that we may be able to love Jesus and accept him as our Shepherd. -Neville.

Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Bernadette Moloney, Gina Vogels
Anniversaries In May: Elsie O’Donnell, John Conheady, William Delahenty, John Evans,
Carolina Gagel, John Gaut, Shirley Freemen, Merle Ludeman, Harry Gatens, Peter Vu, Patrick
Hession, Park Kennedy, Father Barry Stickland, Betty Delaney, Cath Harman, Margaret Richie,
Roger Garner.

Recent Death: Ross Fleming, Clinton Baulch
We pray for all who are suffering and bereaved.
At this time of sorrow, incomprehension, and tragedy, we stand together.
In this crisis, we pray for God’s mercy and healing for the sick and for health and strength for all who
care for them. Amen.

Mass Counts start on weekend 7-8 May

The Annual Diocesan Mass Count will take place over 4 weekends in May. Counting will start on 7-8
May and continue each weekend until the end of May.

Novel coronavirus (COVID-19)

Checking-in is no longer required. Face masks are no longer required in most indoor settings, but they
are still recommended. Carry a mask when leaving home. They are strongly recommended if you
have any COVID-19 symptoms and are with people who may be vulnerable to COVID-19.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 8 May 2022

Fourth Sunday of Easter Year C
First Reading: Acts 13:14, 43-52

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
We are now turning to the gentiles.

Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went to synagogue on the sabbath and took their seats. When the meeting broke up, many Jews and devout converts joined Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks with them Paul and Barnabas urged them to remain
faithful to the grace God had given them.
The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the word of God. When they saw the
crowds, the Jews, prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted everything Paul said.
Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, ‘We had to proclaim the word of God to you first, but since
you have rejected it, since you do not think yourselves worthy of eternal life, we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord commanded us to do when he said: I have made you a light for the nations, so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.’ It made the pagans very happy to hear this
and they thanked the Lord for his message; all who were destined for eternal life became believers.
Thus the word of the Lord spread through the whole countryside.
But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women of the upper classes and the leading men of the
city and persuaded them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and expel them from their territory. So they
shook the dust from their feet in defiance and went off to Iconium; but the disciples were filled with joy
and the Holy Spirit.

This is the word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 99:1-3. 5. R. v.3

(R.) We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

1. Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing for joy. (R.)
2. Know that he, the Lord, is God. He made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the sheep of his flock. (R.)
3. Indeed, how good is the Lord, eternal his merciful love. He is faithful from age to age. (R.)

Second Reading: Rev 7:9, 14-17

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
The Lamb, who is at the throne, will be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water.

I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and
language; they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and
holding palms in their hands. One of the elders said to me, ‘These are the people who have been
through the great persecution, and because they have washed their robes white again in the blood of
the Lamb, they now stand in front of God’s throne and serve him day and night in his sanctuary; and
the One who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. They will never hunger or thirst again;
neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever plague them, because the Lamb who is at the throne will
be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away all tears from
their eyes.’
This is the word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation). Jn 10:14

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia

Gospel: Jn 10:27-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
I give my sheep eternal life.

Jesus said: The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;
I know them and they follow me. I give them eternal life;
they will never be lost and no one will ever steal them from me.
The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, and no one
can steal from the Father. The Father and I are one.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate

You and I are Gentiles – part of the non-Jewish world. We are the sort of Christians we are, because of
St Paul. He became the strongest advocate of the grace that the early Christian community should be
inclusive of all nations and tribes and ethnic groups on the face of the earth. We have not yet realised
this potential.
What riches of intellectual traditions, cultural expressions, and organisational structure are we still to receive from the Chinese, the Korean, the Indonesians, the Africans, the Indian Catholics who are part of
our ‘Church without Borders’? How do we maintain unity and identity amongst such diversity? By listening for the voice of the Good Shepherd, Our Lord Jesus Christ. But it takes a good teacher to help us to
hear The Voice in the clamour of life.
Some of those teachers may be found amongst the Bishops who carry a shepherd’s staff. But at least in
my experience the best assistant-shepherds have been my parents, and some others. They have
helped me hear The Voice assuring me that I will never perish, that I will receive eternal life. That is a
Voice worth following! We could pause for a moment to get on the same wavelength as the Good Shepherd so as to echo His Voice in our lives.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee
on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)

Prayer for Mother’s Day
Loving God, we pray for our mothers, who have given us life and love, that we may show them reverence and
love, and others who show us a mother’s love.
We pray for adoptive mothers and for the women who wish to give birth but experience challenges, that they
know your care.
We pray for mothers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give them hope, and their family
and friends support and console them.
We pray for those who wish to serve as mothers, but are not able to do so, that they know your comfort.
We pray for mothers who have died, that God may bring them into the joy of his kingdom. Amen.

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Prayer for Peace and Justice in Ukraine
God of peace and justice, who change the hardened heart and break the power of violence, we entrust the people of Ukraine to you. Protect them in this time of peril; let them know not death but life, not slavery but freedom.
You are Father of all; we are brothers and sisters. Give us the strength to live that truth in love, choosing peace
not war.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Caritas Australia Ukraine Crisis Appeal: In a matter of weeks, millions of people have fled

the conflict in Ukraine. Our long-standing partner, Caritas Ukraine, is on the ground, supporting
people in need during this unfolding humanitarian crisis. Help provide urgent humanitarian
assistance including shelter, food, clean water, medicine and psychological support to people
affected by this crisis. Donate today at www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call 1800 024 413 toll
free.
Keep up to date on the latest activities by Caritas agencies on the
ground www.caritas.org.au/ukraine-news
National Family Week: May 15-21, 2022
CatholicCare Victoria believes that building strong family relationships is the key to building healthy, resilient communities. Strong families give children the foundation they need to grow and the support they
need to face challenges and setbacks not only now, but into the future. So how can parents and families
build strong family relationships? Family Relationship Practitioners in Bendigo, Julia Feiss and Lisa Castles,
share five important elements for creating strong families at https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/news/247/
a-blessing-for-families. There is also, “A Blessing for Families” on this webpage.
Praying with Pope Francis

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is more
than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics around the
world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging faith, renewing
hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part of the Pope’s
Worldwide Prayer Network – view at www.thepopevideo.org. Pope’s intention for May: For faith-filled
young people: We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest. May they see in Mary’s life the
way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates and the dedication to service.
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