REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA
This Feast combines the previous feasts of Corpus Christi and the Precious Blood of Christ. It reminds us that
the body and blood of Christ were offered as a sacrifice for us, and every time we re-enact this sacrifice, we renew his sacrifice. The Body and Blood of Jesus is the interim meal for the Christian community. We are to feed
on it until the Lord returns. We see again the already-but-not-yet character of Christian eschatology, for the Lord
has already returned. That means that the Eucharist meal is a re-enactment of Christ’s death, an anticipatory
celebration of his coming, and a thanksgiving banquet with him present.
The multiplication of the loaves and the fishes prefigures the eschatological banquet of fulfilment. Its miraculous
bounty assures us of the abundance of that future banquet.
Its miracle of multiplication prefigures the miracle of Jesus as he changed the bread and wine into his own body
and blood. Jesus handed himself over as food and drink on the very night that he was handed over by others.
The banquet that he prepared was a celebration of the new covenant; it was an eschatological banquet of
thanksgiving. This feast invites us to enter through either the past, the present or the future, for each one will
lead us to the mystery that we celebrate: the mystery of the sacrifice of Christ; the mystery of the sacred bread
and wine of the future; the mystery of the eschatological banquet of the present.
Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Bernadette Moloney, Gina Vogels
Anniversaries In June: Tony Tregea, Kevin Hession, Glad Scanlon, Pat Dundon,
Monica Fanning, Brian Maslin, Brian Freeman, Jan Vogels, Marjorie Martin,
Hendrieka Lathouwers and Valda McKenzie.
Recent Deaths: Bernadette Dillon, Jim Delaney.
Annual Collection for the Pope: June 25-26 or July 2-3
The annual collection for the Holy Father is taken up throughout the world on the weekend near the Feast of Ss
Peter & Paul (June 29). Depending on your local circumstances, this could be on the weekend of June 25-26 or
July 2-3. Letter from Bishop Paul attached.
Celebrating Clergy Jubilees of Ordination: Mass to acknowledge priests celebrating a Jubilee of Ordination to
the Priesthood this year will be held on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Ballarat at
5.15pm. Bishop Paul will be the main celebrant and con-celebrants will be priests of the diocese. All are
welcome to attend. You are invited to join the Choir for this Mass, which will be downstairs. Practice prior to
Mass at 4.30pm.

Vinnie’s Winter Appeal: Domestic violence is the leading cause of homelessness for women and
children. Your support of the 2022 Vinnie’s Winter Appeal will help provide emergency accommodation, financial
support, as well as material assistance. To donate go to https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/winter-appealvic
If you have warm clothing, blankets etc. to donate please see Pat Nicholson
Refugee Week: June 19-25, 2022; You are invited to join the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office
and the Office for Justice, Ecology and Peace for an online prayer service on World Refugee Day. Registration
to attend the prayer service, which will be broadcast live on June 20 at 6.00pm (AEST) is now open. The two
Offices have also combined to produce resources to encourage the celebration of Refugee Week 19-25
June. Register for the online prayer service at https://bit.ly/RefugeeWeek2022Prayers
Novel coronavirus (COVID-19): Checking-in is no longer required. Face masks are no longer required in most
indoor settings, but they are still recommended. Carry a mask when leaving home. They are strongly recommended if you have any COVID-19 symptoms and are with people who may be vulnerable to COVID-19.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 19 Jun 2022

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Year C
First Reading: Gen 14:18-20

A reading from the book of Genesis
Melchizedek brought bread and wine.

Melchizedek king of Salem brought bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most High. He pronounced
this blessing:
‘Blessed be Abraham by God Most High, creator of heaven and earth,
and blessed be God Most High for handing over your enemies to you.’
And Abraham gave him a tithe of everything.
The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 109:1-4. R. v.4

(R.) You are a priest for ever,
in the line of Melchizedek.
1. The Lord’s revelation to my Master:
‘Sit on my right:
I will put your foes beneath your feet.’ (R.)
2. The Lord will send from Zion
your sceptre of power:
rule in the midst of all your foes. (R.)
3. A prince from the day of your birth
on the holy mountains;
from the womb before the daybreak I begot you. (R.)
4. The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change.
‘You are a priest for ever,
a priest like Melchizedek of old.’ (R.)

Second Reading: 1 Cor 11:23-26

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming the death of the Lord.

This is what I received from the Lord, and in turn passed on to you: that on the same night that he was
betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread, and thanked God for it and broke it, and he said, ‘This is my
body, which is for you; do this as a memorial of me.’ In the same way he took the cup after supper, and
said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this as a memorial of me.’
Until the Lord comes, therefore, every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming to
his death.
The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God

Sequence shorter form
Sing forth, O Zion
The sequence, Sing forth, O Zion, may be said or sung in full, or using the shorter form indicated
by the asterisked verses.
*Behold the bread of angels, sent
For pilgrims in their banishment,
The bread for God’s true children meant,
That may not unto dogs be given:
Oft in the olden types foreshowed;
In Isaac on the altar bowed,

And in the ancient paschal food,
And in the manna sent from heaven.
*Come then, good shepherd, bread divine,
Still show to us thy mercy sign;
Oh, feed us still, still keep us thine;
So may we see thy glories shine
In fields of immortality;
*O thou, the wisest, mightiest, best,
Our present food, our future rest,
Come, make us each thy chosen guest,
Co-heirs of thine, and comrades blest
With saints whose dwelling is with thee.

Gospel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation): Jn 6:51-52
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;
whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Lk 9:11-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
They all ate and were filled.

Jesus made the crowds welcome and talked to them about the kingdom of God; and he cured those
who were in need of healing.
It was late afternoon when the Twelve came to him and said, ‘Send the people away, and they can go
to the villages and farms round about to find lodging and food; for we are in a lonely place here.’ He replied, ‘Give them something to eat yourselves.’ But they said, ‘We have no more than five loaves and
two fish, unless we are to go ourselves and buy food for all these people.’ For there were about five
thousand men. But he said to his disciples, ‘Get them to sit down in parties of about fifty.’ They did so
and made them all sit down. Then he took the five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven,
and said the blessing over them; then he broke them and handed them to his disciples to distribute
among the crowd. They all ate as much as they wanted, and when the scraps remaining were collected
they filled twelve baskets.
The Gospel of the Lord...Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ
We pray for all who are suffering and bereaved.
At this time of sorrow, incomprehension, and tragedy, we stand together.
In this crisis, we pray for God’s mercy and healing for the sick and for health and strength for all
who care for them. Amen.
Praying with Pope Francis
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is
more than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics
around the world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging
faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part
of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network – view at www.thepopevideo.org. Pope’s intention for
June: For families: We pray for Christian families around the world. May they embody and experience
unconditional love and advance in holiness in their daily lives
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)

Confirmation— First Eucharist. Charlotte and William are nearing the end of the Sacraments preparation.
They will soon have a practice for these. Ceremony at 9:00 a.m. July 19 at St Joseph’s. We will celebrate this
occasion with a cuppa after the July Mass.

World Meeting of Families: June 22-26, 2022
The celebration of Amoris Laetitia Family Year will conclude on June 26, 2022. This will be the final day of the
X World Meeting of Families in Rome from June 22-26, 2022. Official prayer for the X World Meeting of Families June 22-26, 2022:
Family Love: Vocation and Path to Holiness
Heavenly Father,
We come before You to praise You and to thank You for the great gift of the family.
We pray to You for all families consecrated by the Sacrament of Matrimony.
May they rediscover each day the grace they have received,
and as small domestic Churches, may they know how to witness to Your presence
and to the love with which Christ loves the Church.
We pray to You for all families faced with difficulty and suffering
caused by illness or circumstances of which only You know.
Sustain them and make them aware of the path to holiness upon which You call them,
so that they might experience Your infinite mercy and find new ways to grow in love.
We pray to You for children and young people: may they encounter You and respond joyfully
to the vocation You have in mind for them;
We pray for parents and grandparents: may they be aware
that they are signs of the fatherhood and motherhood of God
in caring for the children who, in body and spirit, You entrust to them;
and for the experience of fraternity that the family can give to the world.
Lord, grant that each family might live their specific vocation to holiness in the Church
as a call to become missionary disciples, in the service of life and peace,
in communion with our priests, religious and all vocations in the Church.
Bless the World Meeting of Families. Amen.
Plenary Council conversations around the Diocese: Leading up to the second Assembly of the Plenary
Council (July 3 -9), there will be an opportunity to gather for a conversation around the diocese with the
diocesan members to encourage and affirm their participation in the Council. The Motions Framework
document has been published and is available from the diocesan website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/
wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Motions-Framework-31a-May-2022.pdf and this will also be a focus for prayer and
engagement. Details are: Mildura/Merbein/Red Cliffs – June 16, 2022 OLSH Church, Merbein at 10.15am;
Monaghan Centre, Mildura at 2.00pm; St Joseph’s Church, Red Cliffs at 4.30pm.
Colac – June 16, 2022 at 7.00pm in St Mary’s Gathering Space (church precinct) – Bishop Paul Bird will be
facilitating this meeting. Horsham – June 22, 2022 at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall, Horsham. Ballarat – June 23,
2022 at 7.00pm in Mackillop/Glowrey Room, Cathedral Precinct. This session can be viewed on zoom https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82242749637?pwd=MFFicENKZ3UzWFFkNzlFYXhMWU9uQT09. Meeting ID: 822 4274
9637; Passcode: 448266. Warrnambool – June 29 at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall, Warrnambool.
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