OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508
St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012

Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825 Contact:
Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Anne Beer 0417 369 322 / 5349 2168
Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830
Anne Beer: 0417 369 322

SUNDAY – 29th May 2022
The Ascension of the Lord – Year C
Novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
Checking-in is no longer required. Face masks are no longer required in most indoor settings, but they are still recommended. Carry
a mask when leaving home. They are strongly recommended if you have any COVID-19 symptoms, are with people who may be
vulnerable to COVID-19 and/or are outdoors and cannot physically distance.

ANNIVERSARIES:
Nell Fay, Mick Sherman, Marjorie Lancaster, Peter Fricot,
Margaret Cuthbertson, Jean Finch, Gary Sargent, Ray Umbers,
Rose Duggan, Eileen Hanley, Jack Martin, Fr Brendan Smith
PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Roger Molomby, Graeme
Dawson, Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy,Fr Adrian McInerney,
Graeme Trethowan and all those in need of prayer.
ROSTER:
Introduction & Reading
Today: John Jess
5th June: Sue Mahony
Prayers of the Faithful
22nd May: Sue Mahony
5th June: Clarita Clancy
Assembly Leader
Today: Anne Beer & Clarita Clancy
5th June: Jim & Sue Mahony
Special Minister
29th May: Therese Jess
5th June: Gail Hall
Music
Today: Sue Mahony
5th June: Sue Mahony
Church Cleaning, Linen & Flowers
May 15th – May 22nd: Chandler Family
May 29th – June 5th: Briody Family
Church Grounds
May 29th – June 5th: Briody Family
Newsletter
June – Bernadette Franc 0427 678 830
MASS TIMES for Next Week
June 5th:
LLA 10.00am (Pentecost Sunday)

National Reconciliation Week: May 27 – June 3

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all
Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures,
and achievements, and to explore how each of us
can contribute to achieving reconciliation in https://www.reconciliation.org.au/our-work/national-reconciliation-week/

Mass Counts in May
The last Annual Diocesan Mass Count takes place this week.
Planned Giving
Please consider making a contribution to the
Parish Planned Giving Program.
Contributions can be made via direct debit to:
Bendigo Bank - Acc name: Beaufort Catholic Community
BSB: 633000 ACC NO: 122019771
Social Justice Commission
‘The Ballarat Diocesan Social Justice Commission
(BDSJC) is looking for a Social Justice Parish Contact.
If you are interested, please email Anthea Hinchey by
May 31st on: Anthea.Hinchey@clonard.vic.edu.au
Prayer for Peace and Justice in Ukraine
God of peace and justice, who change the hardened
heart and break the power of violence, we entrust the
people of Ukraine to you.
Protect them in this time of peril; let them know not
death but life, not slavery but freedom.
You are Father of all; we are brothers and sisters.
Give us the strength to live that truth in love,
choosing peace not war.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for 2022:
A Christian Prayer for Unity
One only Holy Spirit of Father and Son in whom all are baptised,
one giver of many gifts, one tree of many fruits
one speaker of every tongue,
renew in our day the wonders of Pentecost,
grant that people of every race and nation
may understand one another,
and as one, proclaim the praises of God.
Grant that all may be one as you,
Spirit, with the Father and the Son are one God, one Lord.
Grant unity to the Body of Christ;
grant unity to the human family.
Sole breath of every living thing,
may all be one who, in you,
live and move and have their being.
- Carl K. Moeddel, From Jesuit Resources

Christ, when he used it to raise him from the
dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in
heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority,
Power, or Domination, or any other name that
can be named, not only in this age, but also in
the age to come. He has put all things under his
feet, and made him as the ruler of everything,
the head of the Church; which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills the whole creation.
■ The word of the Lord.

The Ascension of the Lord / C

REFLECTING ON OUR CALL
As we celebrate the feast of the Ascension the
words of the angels to the disciples can serve

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt 28:19, 20
Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people
my gospel. I am with you always, until the
end of the world. Alleluia!

as a useful reminder of the meaning of this

GOSPEL
Lk 24:46-53
A readingfrom the holy Gospel according
to Luke.
While blessing them, he was taken to heaven.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is
written that the Christ would suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, and that, in his
name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins
would be preached to all the nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.

immediate reaction was natural there was

‘And now I am sending down to you what the
Father has promised. Stay in the city then, until
you are clothed with the power from on high.’
Then he took them out as far as the outskirts
of Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed
them. Now as he blessed them, he withdrew
from them and was carried up to heaven.
They worshipped him and then went back to
Jerusalem full of joy; and they were continually
in the Temple praising God.

enable and empower them to undertake their

■ The Gospel of the Lord.

but our own life as Christians. As Paul reflected
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feast: ‘Why are you standing here looking up
at the sky?’ The disciples had just witnessed
the departure of their Lord and while their
work to be done; a mission had been entrusted
to them. It was no time for standing still but
getting down to the work at hand.
Firstly, the Lord had given them the mission
of preaching the salvation that Jesus offered
to the whole world. Secondly, they had to
prepare for the gift of the Spirit which would
task. As the Gospel of Luke concludes we find
the disciples in prayer in the temple waiting
for the gift of the Spirit, joyfully pondering on
what they had experienced.
The reading from the letter to the Ephesians
calls us to share in that journey of reflection
into the meaning of not only the life of Jesus
on Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, he came
to see that it was truly a cosmic event. Jesus
was not just Lord of death but all creation.
The Ephesians are invited to reflect on the
richness of the gift they have all received as
Christians. Today’s feast of the Ascension
calls us to rejoice in, and reflect on, our call
and mission.

Christopher Monaghan CP

29 May 2022

FIRST READING
Acts 1:1-11
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus has been taken into heaven.
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with
everything Jesus had done and taught from the
beginning until the day he gave his instructions
to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had
shown himself alive to them after his Passion
by many demonstrations: for forty days he had
continued to appear to them and tell them
about the kingdom of God. When he had been
at table with them, he had told them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the
Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what
you have heard me speak about: John baptised
with water but you, not many days from now,
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
Now having met together, they asked him,
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to
restore the kingdom of Israel?’ He replied, ‘It
is not for you to know times or dates that the
Father has decided by his own authority, but you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you, and then you will be my witnesses not
only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and
Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up while they
looked on, and a cloud took him from their
sight. They were still staring into the sky when
suddenly two men in white were standing near
them and they said, ‘Why are you men from
Galilee standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus who has been taken up from you into
heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the
same way as you have seen him go there.’
■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 46:2-3, 6-9. R. v. 6
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
(or Alleluia!)
1. All peoples, clap your hands, / cry to God
with shouts of joy! / For the Lord, the Most
High, we must fear, / great king over all the
earth. R.
2. God goes up with shouts of joy; / the Lord
goes up with trumpet blast. / Sing praise for
God, sing praise, / sing praise to our king, sing
praise. R.
3. God is king of all the earth. / Sing praise
with all your skill. / God is king over the
nations; / God reigns on his holy throne. R.

SECOND READING
Eph 1:17-23
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to
full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the
eyes of your mind so that you can see what
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories
he has promised the saints will inherit and
how infinitely great is the power that he has
exercised for us believers. This you can tell
from the strength of his power at work in

