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SUNDAY – 24th July 2022

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C
Novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
Checking-in is no longer required. Face masks are no longer required in most indoor settings, but they are still recommended. Carry a mask when leaving
home. They are strongly recommended if you have any COVID-19 symptoms, are with people who may be vulnerable to COVID-19 and/or are outdoors
and cannot physically distance.

DEATHS: We pray for the recently deceased.
ANNIVERSARIES:
Keith Torney, Lorna Norbury, Bill Gustus, Lawson
Lyttle, Eileen Stewart, Frank & Peggy Wise, Beryl
Thompson, Don Bartlett, Joseph Ross Ford, Mary
Collins, Mick McCarthy, Marjory Oddie & Neville
Wright.
PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Pat Byrne, Margaret MacDonald, Roger Molomby,
Graeme Dawson, Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy,
Fr Adrian McInerney, Graeme Trethowan and all those
in need of prayer.
ROSTER:
Introduction & Reading
Today: John Jess
31st July: Jim Mahony
Prayers of the Faithful
Today: Bernadette Franc
31st July: Charlie Franc
Assembly Leader
31st July: Sue Mahony & Carita Clancy
Special Minister
Today: Gail Hall

Exploring the Word
The God of this gospel text is not a vague and distant God
but one who is in an intimate relationship of love—that of a
father. If ordinary parents know what is good for their children and want to give them all that is good, how much
more will our Father in heaven give us what we need. Asking our Father for the things that we need (rather than the
things we want) is an expression of our dependence on
God. To ask is to place ourselves in a state of cooperation
with God. We also have to commit ourselves to working towards that which we pray for or else prayer becomes a
way of evading responsibility and we make God into some
kind of Santa Claus.

So often we abuse this privilege of asking God for the
things we need. In what ways can this happen? In what
ways can we turn prayer and petition into something inappropriate?
Persistence is praised in this text. Have there been times
when you have felt like giving up on your journey? What
has kept you persevering?

Prayer for the Second World Day for Grandparents and
the Elderly
Music
I give thanks to you, Lord, for the blessing of a long life.
Today: Sue Mahony
st
For, to those who take refuge in You, grant always to bear
31 July: Sue Mahony
fruit.
Church Cleaning, Linen Flowers
th
st
Forgive, O Lord, resignation and disillusionment,
July 24 & 31 : Chandler Family
but forsake me not when my strength declines.
Church Grounds
Teach me to look with hope to the future you give me,
July 24th & 31st: Chandler Family
to the mission you entrust to me and to sing your praises
Newsletter
without end.
July - Bernadette Franc 0427678830
Make me a tender craftsman of Your revolution,
MASS TIMES for Next Week
to guard with love my grandchildren
July 31st LLA 10.00 am
and all the little ones who seek shelter in You.
Vinnie’s Winter Appeal
Protect, O Lord, Pope Francis
To contribute go to https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals- and grant Thy Church to deliver the world from loneliness.
vic/winter-appeal-vic accommodation, financial support, asDirect our steps in the way of peace. Amen
well as material
OUR DIOCESAN NEWS is available today at the
THANK YOU from Colleen and Gerard Briody & family for
entrances to the Church. Our community farewell for Anne our thoughts and prayers extended to them on the loss of
Beer features in this edition.
Colleen’s Mum, Betty Flemming.

GOSPEL
Lk 11:1-13
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.
Ask, and it will be given to you.
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when
he had finished, one of his disciples said, ‘Lord,
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’
He said to them, ‘Say this when you pray:
“Father, may your name be held holy,
your kingdom come;
give us each day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive each one who is in
debt to us.
And do not put us to the test.” ’
He also said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a
friend and goes to him in the middle of the night
to say, “My friend, lend me three loaves because
a friend of mine on his travels has just arrived
at my house and I have nothing to offer him”;
and the man answers from inside the house, “Do
not bother me. The door is bolted now, and my
children and I are in bed; I cannot get up to give
it to you.” I tell you, if the man does not get up
and give it him for friendship’s sake, persistence
will be enough to make him get up and give his
friend all he wants.
‘So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to
you; search, and you will find; knock, and the
door will be opened to you. For the one who asks
always receives; the one who searches always
finds; the one who knocks will always have the
door opened to him. What father among you
would hand his son a stone when he asked for
bread? Or hand him a snake instead of a fish?
Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg?
If you then, who are evil, know how to give your
children what is good, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask him!’
■ The Gospel of the Lord.
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time / C

FOUNDATION OF PRAYER
Like the disciples we find ourselves asking, ‘Lord,
teach us to pray’. All people of faith are called to
pray but how are we to pray? What attitudes are
appropriate? Should we be fearful of the living
God or trusting and open? The readings for
today provide us with some useful orientations.
Abraham’s pleading for Sodom and Gomorrah
is not simply a theoretical concern. Abraham is
pleading for the survival of Lot and his family,
though he does not mention them specifically.
He is prepared to push God’s mercy to the limit
to save his relatives. His trust in God and his
courageous persistence in prayer are rewarded.
Similarly, Jesus teaches the disciples that such
persistence is the very stuff of the life of faith.
Those who seek will find, to those who knock
the door will be opened. Abraham knew that
the living God was a God of justice and mercy;
Jesus goes further to show that the living God
is also to be seen as a loving parent, a tireless
provider, to be addressed as our Father.
Paul knew that we can have this sort of confidence
in God because of what had come about through
Jesus’ death. Our baptism enables us to share in
his saving death and resurrection. On the cross,
Jesus has already graciously paid the debt our
sin would normally require us to pay. Because of
this gift, we can approach God with confidence
and trust because the burden of our past has
already been taken up by Jesus.

FIRST READING

Gen 18:20-32

A reading from the book of Genesis
Lord, do not be angry if I speak.

The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry there is
against Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous is
their sin! I propose to go down and see whether
or not they have done all that is alleged in the
outcry against them that has come up to me. I
am determined to know.’
The men left there and went to Sodom
while Abraham remained standing before the
Lord. Approaching him he said, ‘Are you really
going to destroy the just man with the sinner?
Perhaps there are fifty just men in the town.
Will you really overwhelm them, will you not
spare the place for the fifty just men in it? Do
not think of doing such a thing: to kill the just
man with the sinner, treating just and sinner
alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge of the
whole earth not administer justice?’ The Lord
replied, ‘If at Sodom I find fifty just men in the
town, I will spare the whole place because of
them.’
Abraham replied, ‘I am bold indeed to speak
like this to my Lord, I who am dust and ashes.
But perhaps the fifty just men lack five: will
you destroy the whole city for five?’ ‘No’, he
replied, ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty-five
just men there.’ Again Abraham said to him,
‘Perhaps there will only be forty there.’ ‘I will
not do it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the forty.’
Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be
angry, but give me leave to speak: perhaps there
will only be thirty there.’ ‘I will not do it’ he
replied ‘if I find thirty there.’ He said, ‘I am bold
indeed to speak like this, but perhaps there will
only be twenty there.’ ‘I will not destroy it’ he
replied ‘for the sake of the twenty.’ He said, ‘I
trust my Lord will not be angry if I speak once
more: perhaps there will only be ten.’ ‘I will not
destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the ten.’

Christopher Monaghan CP

■ The word of the Lord.

24 July 2022

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 137:1-3, 6-8. R. v. 3
R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you
answered me.
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, / you
have heard the words of my mouth. / Before
the angels I will bless you. / I will adore before
your holy temple. R.
2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love /
which excel all we ever knew of you. / On the
day I called, you answered; / you increased the
strength of my soul. R.
3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly /
and the haughty he knows from afar. / Though
I walk in the midst of affliction / you give me
life and frustrate my foes. R.
4. You stretch out your hand and save me, /
your hand will do all things for me. / Your
love, O Lord, is eternal, / discard not the work
of your hands. R.

SECOND READING

Col 2:12-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Colossians
He has made you alive with Christ for he has
forgiven all our sins.

You have been buried with Christ, when you
were baptised; and by baptism, too, you have
been raised up with him through your belief
in the power of God who raised him from the
dead. You were dead, because you were sinners
and had not been circumcised: he has brought
you to life with him, he has forgiven us all our
sins.
He has overridden the Law, and cancelled
every record of the debt that we had to pay; he
has done away with it by nailing it to the cross.
■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Rom 8:15
Alleluia, alleluia!
You have received the Spirit which makes
us God’s children,
and in that Spirit we call God our Father.
Alleluia!

