Dear Friends, In the gospel we see Jesus state a divine policy as the point of his parable. “The one who
humbles himself will be exalted”. We may smile when we hear that Jesus is observing how people seek
the first place at the table. But that still happens in our modern world too. How many of us want to take
the front places nearest the Pope during papal audiences. And in our parishes, there is often
completion for the favourable and honourable positions. Jesus ties up his lesson on humility with a
lesson on generosity. Generosity means being open-hearted and open-handed to those in need. Thus
we should be generous not only to those who can return us the favour, but also to those who need our
help.
Next one is humility: True humility is not feeling bad about ourselves, or having a low opinion of
ourselves, or thinking of ourselves as inferior to others. True humility frees us from preoccupation with
ourselves, whereas a low self-opinion tends to focus our attention on ourselves. A humble person
makes a realistic assessment of himself or herself without illusion or pretends to be something he or
she is not. True humility frees us to be our true selves and to avoid despair and pride. A humble person
does not have to wear a mask in order to look good to others, especially to those who are not really
familiar with that person. Through this parable Jesus is asking us to cultivate the virtues of generosity
and humility in our hearts, so that we may be able to live the divine policy in our life. Let us then pray to
our Lord to help us to harbour the virtues of generosity and humility in our hearts. -Neville.
Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Gina Vogels
Anniversaries In August: : Vin O’Connor, Mary Maslin, Etty McKinnon, Joan
Densley,
Mary Wintle, Frank Maguire, Arthur Hammett, Martin Vogels, Norah
Place, Jacinta Bracks, Pat Carey, Josie Bird, Fr Brendan Davey
Recent Deaths: Jim Delaney, Leo Bond
Praying with Pope Francis: The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an
international movement that is more than 170 years old. Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer
intention and asks Catholics around the world to join him in prayer. These intentions cover all sorts of
areas of life, encouraging faith, renewing hope and calling us to loving service. Praying each month
‘The Pope Video’ forms part of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network – view at
www.thepopevideo.org. Pope’s intention: For the elderly: We pray for the elderly, who represent
the roots and memory of a people. May their experience and wisdom help young people to look
towards the future with hope and responsibility.
Vinnie’s Winter Appeal: Domestic violence is the leading cause of homelessness for women and
children. Your support of the 2022 Vinnie’s Winter Appeal will help provide emergency
accommodation, financial support, as well as material assistance. To donate go to https://
donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/winter-appeal-vic
If you have warm clothing, blankets etc. to
donate please see Pat Nicholson.
We pray for all who are suffering and bereaved.
At this time of sorrow, incomprehension, and tragedy, we stand together.
In this crisis, we pray for God’s mercy and healing for the sick and for health and strength for
all who care for them. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 28 August 2022

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year C
First Reading
Sir 3:17-20, 28-29

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus
Humble yourself and you will find favour with the Lord.

My son, be gentle in carrying out your business,
and you will be better loved than a lavish giver.
The greater you are, the more you should behave humbly,
and then you will find favour with the Lord;
for great though the power of the Lord is,
he accepts the homage of the humble.
There is no cure for the proud man’s malady,
since an evil growth has taken root in him.
The heart of a sensible man will reflect on parables,
an attentive ear is the sage’s dream.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 67:4-7. 10-11. R. v.11
(R.) God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.
1. The just shall rejoice at the presence of God,
they shall exult and dance for joy.
O sing to the Lord, make music to his name;
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. (R.)
2. Father of the orphan, defender of the widow,
such is God in his holy place.
God gives the lonely a home to live in;
he leads the prisoners forth into freedom. (R.)
3. You poured down, O God, a generous rain:
when your people were starved you gave them new life.
It was there that your people found a home,
prepared in your goodness, O God, for the poor. (R.)

Second Reading
Heb 12:18-19, 22-24

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
You have to come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God.

What you have come to is nothing known to the senses: not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning to total
darkness, or a storm; or trumpeting thunder or the great voice speaking which made everyone that
heard it beg that no more should be said to them. But what you have come to is Mount Zion and the
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem where the millions of angels have gathered for the
festival, with the whole Church in which everyone is a ‘first-born son’ and a citizen of heaven. You have
come to God himself, the supreme Judge, and been placed with spirits of the saints who have been
made perfect; and to Jesus, the mediator who brings a new covenant.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Sunday 31 Jul 2022

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C

Gospel Acclamation
Mt 11:29

Alleluia, alleluia!
Take my yoke upon you;

learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart.
Alleluia!

Gospel
Lk 14:1. 7-14

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all who humble themselves shall be exalted.

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the house of one of the leading Pharisees; and they
watched him closely. He then told the guests a parable, because he had noticed how they picked the
places of honour. He said this, ‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your seat in
the place of honour. A more distinguished person than you may have been invited, and the person who
invited you both may come and say, “Give up your place to this man.” And then, to your
embarrassment, you would have to go and take the lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make your
way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when your host comes, he may say, “My friend, move up
higher.” In that way, everyone with you at the table will see you honoured. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’
Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your friends, brothers, relations
or rich neighbours, for fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you in return. No; when you have a
party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that they cannot pay you back means that you
are fortunate, because repayment will be made to you when the virtuous rise again.’
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL)

National Online Conference for Evangelisation: October 20-22, 2022
The Bishops Commission for Evangelisation, Laity and Ministry warmly invites all Catholics to
‘Evangelise’, a national, online conference to be held from October 20-22, 2022. The conference will
promote understanding and explore practices of evangelisation in Australia through encounters with
Christ, formation in discipleship, and mission in the world. The conference will feature a range of
informative and engaging presentations on topics such as liturgy, marriage and family, discipleship,
formation, and prayer. Individual registration ($25 each) and further information can be found at
www.evangelisation.catholic.org.au.
Novel coronavirus (COVID-19): Checking-in is no longer required. Face masks are no longer required
in most indoor settings, but they are still recommended. Carry a mask when leaving home. They are
strongly recommended if you have any COVID-19 symptoms and are with people who may be
vulnerable to COVID-19.

Today is Social Justice Sunday
The 2022-23 Social Justice Statement, “Respect: Confronting Violence and Abuse”, invites us to
engage with a complex and confronting social reality. It explores the roots of violence and abuse,
honours the voices of victims, offers a social and theological exploration of the reality of violence,
especially against women and children, and invites us to develop relationships in all parts of our lives
‘marked by equality and reciprocity rather than domination and violence, respect and freedom rather
than coercion and control.’ We welcome this urgent call from our Church to deepen our faith through full
and frank discussion and dialogue, advocacy and action. The statement and the full range of resources
are available at https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2022/08/02/sjs2022-23//
Prayer for Social Justice Sunday
Loving God, you made each of us in your image and likeness.
Open our eyes to recognise one another as equals, replacing domination and control, violence,
and abuse, with mutuality, reciprocity, respect, and freedom. Help us to love like you.
Jesus Christ, you rejected the use of religious traditions to justify violence.
Teach us to unmask manipulations of our faith used to justify violent, abusive, or coercive behaviour.
Teach us to be people who show tenderness, respect and care for others as you did.
Holy Spirit, you are with us always, showing us the way. Move us to assist those who experience
violence and abuse and support their call for justice. Empower us to hold perpetrators of violence and
abuse responsible, encouraging them to change their behaviour. Amen.

Synod on Synodality: The Australian National Synthesis for the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of
the Synod of Bishops, colloquially known as the Synod on Synodality, has been published. The Australian synthesis draws from the local diocesan consultations that took places between October 2021 and
March 2022, after which diocesan reports were prepared. Countries around the world are producing national syntheses that will assist the Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops in its ongoing work to prepare
the international gathering in Rome in October 2023. More information available at https://
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