
 
 
 

Bishop’s Office 
5 Lyons Street South 

Ballarat VIC 3350 
P.O. Box 121 

Ballarat VIC 3353 
Phone: (03) 5337 7121 

E-mail: bishopsoffice@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 
 
 
 

December 7, 2023 

Hello Everyone,  

Over the past few months, our Diocesan Pastoral Planning Panel has met with priests and 
parishioners of parishes in the Ballarat region to review the ministry districts proposed in our 
Looking Forward Pastoral Plan.  

The timing of this review is linked with some changes in appointments that we are anticipating in 
the coming months. Fr Eugene McKinnon has indicated that he would like to retire from his 
responsibilities as Parish Priest of Redan, Sebastopol and Linton when he turns 75 in April 2024. 
Also, Fr Jorge de Chavez has advised that his Congregation, the Oblates of St Joseph, plans to 
transfer him from his current role at Ballarat East to serve in a parish in Western Australia. Another 
Oblate priest will come to serve in our diocese. In the context of these expected changes, it seems 
opportune to review the appointments to the Ballarat region parishes generally.  

In the light of the recent discussions, I am pleased to announce the following ministry districts, 
with the new grouping of parishes to take effect after Easter 2024. The new ministry districts will 
be: 

 Cathedral Parish, Ballarat North Parish and Beaufort Parish 

 Ballarat East Parish, Bungaree Parish and Gordon Parish 

 Redan Parish, Sebastopol Parish and Linton Parish 

 Wendouree Parish, Creswick Parish and Daylesford Parish 

The priests who are currently serving in these parishes will continue in their current appointments 
until April 10, 2024. They have agreed that they will then conclude their appointments to allow 
new appointments to be made corresponding to the new ministry districts. I will contact priests 
throughout our diocese inviting them to express interest in serving in any of these ministry 
districts.   

In consultation with our Diocesan Personnel Board, I will consider the expressions of interest early 
in the new year, with a view to making appointments to take effect on April 10, 2024. I hope this 
advance planning will be helpful in allowing time to prepare for the transition to the new 
arrangements.  

God bless you all. 

Bishop Paul Bird CSsR 
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