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Genesis 22:1–2, 9–13, 15–18   I   Romans 8:31–34   I   Mark 9:2–10 
   
Written by Michael McGirr 

When Jesus took his closest friends to the top of a high mountain, they experienced something 
quite extraordinary. The transfiguration gave them a glimpse of what it meant for Jesus to be the 
son of God. It is hardly surprising that Peter said, ‘it is wonderful for us to be here.’ The Gospel 
also tells us that Jesus’ friends were frightened, and this is also easy to understand. They were 
overwhelmed. Nevertheless, it’s not long before Jesus reminds them that he is destined to die. His 
friends must come down from the mountain and walk with Jesus through all the ordinary and 
arduous days and weeks that lie ahead. 

We can all say ‘it is wonderful for us to be here’ no matter where that happens to be. Life is full of 
wonder. That doesn’t mean it is always easy. We live in the arms of a very deep mystery. God’s 
love enfolds us.  

Throughout Lent, we are called to support Project Compassion, an initiative of Caritas Australia. 
This year, Project Compassion celebrates 60 years of partnership with some of the most marginal 
communities in the world. With your help, we have walked alongside literally millions of people in 
dozens of countries.  

This week we encounter the story of Ronita who lives in Quezon City, part of metro Manila in the 
Philippines. Becoming a mother at a young age meant that her schooling was cut short. Her 
husband, Lean, leaves for work at 3am and returns at 9pm, earning less than $US10 per day in a 
demanding job in waste disposal. On such a small income, Ronita and Lean, along with two young 
children, are able to rent a room of about 10 square metres.  

With your help through Project Compassion, Caritas Australia has been able to support the 
Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ) to run the Alternative Learning System program. This 
program has meant that Ronita has been able to continue her education. The FCJ sisters provide 
a safe space for many young people such as Ronita to finish school and find better jobs. Ronita 
has had the opportunity to change her life.  

Caritas Australia believes that the world can be transfigured to become more like the kingdom of 
God of which Jesus spoke. We can encounter people whom others choose to ignore. When we do 
so, we discover that here too are children of God. We are asked to listen to them. 
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Ronita (22) smiles as she holds her 
sons, Egzy Grey (3) and Clark (5), in 
their small home in Quezon City, 
Philippines. Photo: Richard 
Wainwright/Caritas Australia  


