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Exodus 20:1-17 | 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 | John 2:13-25

Written by Michael McGirr

If the world is one great classroom, then God is a fantastic teacher. We have all had experience of
this: the firm and gentle way that God opens our minds and helps us to understand.

Today’s readings show three different ways that God tries to get through to us. In the first reading,
God sets some clear expectations for behaviour. They are all based around respect, both for the
teacher and for those with whom we share the class! At the same time, God reminds us ‘| am the
Lord your God who brought you out of the house of slavery.’ In other words, these are not random
rules. They are designed to protect our deepest freedom. Disregarding them sends us back into
captivity.

In the Gospel, Jesus is annoyed by people who think they know everything but who have not
properly understood the basic lesson about justice and reverence. ‘Stop turning my father’s house
into a market.” Finally, St Paul speaks about wisdom. ‘God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength.” This is another style again: inviting us into a mystery, almost using riddles to get us to
think outside the box.

It is no surprise that the Catholic community has always valued education and done a great deal to
make it accessible for people around the world. Just as God teaches us, so too do we try to share
the wonderful gift of learning with others.

This week, Project Compassion brings us the story of Leaia, who lives in Samoa. With the support
of Caritas Australia’s local partner Caritas Samoa, a water tank was installed in Leaia’s home to
harvest rainwater. This means that her family can now have access to clean water to drink and
bathe. The time that was previously spent walking to collect water in buckets from a neighbour
down the street can now be used for other essential tasks and, most importantly, her children don’t
have to miss out on school. School is a doorway that opens onto a better world.

The Gospel today says that Jesus knew what a person had in them. We should try to be the same:
to see the potential, not just the surface.
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