Stewards, not Owners
“The Vineyard Belongs to God: We Are Stewards, Not Owners”. Dear Friends, Jesus gives us a powerful image today: a vineyard carefully planted, protected and entrusted to workers. The owner expects the vineyard to produce good fruit. But the tenants forget that the vineyard does not belong to them. They begin to behave as owners rather than stewards. Finally, they reject and kill the owner’s son.
This parable speaks directly to our world today. I remember a simple story about a farmer who entrusted his beautiful garden to three workers while he travelled. He told them, “take care of this garden; it is not mine alone. One day I will return, and I will ask what you have done with it. “The first worker enjoyed the fruits but plated nothing new. The second destroyed parts of the garden for his own benefit. The third carefully cultivated the soil, planted new trees and shared the harvest with others. When the owner returned, he asked only one question: “Did you make the garden more fruitful than when I entrusted it to you?”
The Christian life is precisely this: God has entrusted us with a vineyard. Our life, our talents, our communities, our church, our society, and our earth are gifts entrusted to us. We are not owners; we are stewards. Pope Francis reminded us in’ Laudato Si ‘that the earth is our common home and warned against treating creation as something we can exploit. Pope Leo XIV has continued this call, reminding Christians that care for creation is inseparable from fraternity, peace and concern for the poor. 
Look at our world today. Millions suffer because of poverty, war, displacement, discrimination and hunger. Many people are forced to leave their homes because of conflict. The poor often carry the heaviest burden of environmental destruction and economic injustice. Pope Leo XIV has recently warned that a culture of domination and exclusion frequently pushes aside the poor. Therefore, today’s Gospel asks us: What kind of tenants are we? Sometimes Christians can also become possessive. We may say, “This is my parish, my community, my position, my money, my ministry, my authority”. But everything belongs ultimately to God. The greatest danger is not simply possessing things; it is forgetting the Giver. 
The tenants killed the servants and finally the son because they wanted the vineyard without the owner. We too can want God’s gifts without accepting God’s will. We want Christianity without sacrifice, authority without service, faith without responsibility and blessings without sharing. Pope Leo XIV calls us to make the poor, the vulnerable and the excluded part of the centre of our Christian mission. He reminds us that Christians must not merely speak about the Gospel but become witnesses of God’s love through concrete solidarity. Today, on the feast of St Francis of Assisi, we are reminded especially that creation is God’s gift and that every human person is our brother or sister. Let us therefore ask ourselves: What fruit is my life is producing? Are there love, forgiveness, compassion, justice, and generosity? When the Lord comes to us, may He not find a vineyard damaged by selfishness and indifference. May He find a community where the poor are welcomed, creation is respected, the wounded are healed, and Christ is recognized in every person. The vineyard belongs to God. Let us cultivate it faithfully, share its fruits generously, and return it to the Lord more beautiful and fruitful than we received it. Amen. 

