Today, the Church universal celebrates the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome. This isn’t just about a beautiful, ancient building: it is a profound reminder of where God truly dwells. 
As Pope Benedict XVI once beautifully said: “The beauty and harmony of Churches, destined to render praise to God, invites us, limited beings and sinners, to form a ‘cosmos’, a well-ordered edifice, in communion with Jesus, who is the true Holy of Holies…..Every community, therefore, has the duty to take special care of its own sacred buildings, which are a precious religious and historical patrimony”. (Nov 9, 20028, Feast of Lateran Basilica). 
The Lateran Basilica built by Constantine and consecrated in 324, holds the title “mother and mistress of all churches of Rome and the world”. It is the Pope’s own Cathedral. This feast focuses on two essential truths: the physical church building is God’s dwelling, and so are we. Both are meant to be holy and sacred. 
In our First Reading, the Prophet Ezekiel’s vision dramatically depicts God’s abiding presence in the Temple. From this sacred place flows a river of God’s joy, nourishing and satisfying His people. The Church, the Temple, is our refuge, a place where our spiritual hunger is met, and where we find Jesus, our “Balm of Gilead”, to heal our wounded souls (Jer 8:22).
But then, St Paul, in his Second Reading takes us to the next, most vital dimension of God’s temple: us! He says, “You are God’s building……did you not realize that you are God’s temple and the Holy Spirit of God was living among you?” This is straight and direct: we are the mobile, living sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. Our hearts are the innermost sanctuary, the seat of God’s government. What an incredible honor and responsibility!
The Gospel brings us to the climax with Jesus’ powerful action in the Temple. His cleansing of the temple was a stark reminder of the reverence due to God’s dwelling. But listen to what He said: “Destroy this sanctuary and in three days I will rebuild it…… but he was speaking of the sanctuary that was his body”. 
This ties everything together. Our bodies, as God’s temples, were purchased and consecrated through the waters of Baptism and anointing of Chrism. The physical Church is holy because the Trinitarian God and the presence of “God’s priestly, holy and chosen people” (1Peter 2:9) are within it. 
As we commemorate this feast, let us reflect on the passage’s great reminder: both the Church and each one of us are called to be a living temple, free from the impurities of greed, commercialism, and sin. Just as the physical temple needed cleansing, our hearts and souls require constant spiritual renewal. 
This celebration calls us to four essential “Life Messages”:
1. Avoid the “Business Mentality” in Worship: Our relationship with God isn’t about profit and loss. It must be a simple, unconditional relationship of love, respect, and seeking the common good, like a child to a parent.
2. Guard the Temple of the Holy Spirit: Because you are God’s temple, you have no right to desecrate it. Keep your inner sanctuary holy and sacred, free from impurity, injustice, pride, hatred, or jealousy. God will not dwell in a “flirty” or messy temple.
3. Love and Use our Parish Church: Our parish church is the heart of our community. It’s the place where we praise God, ask for pardon, and offer our lives. Let’s make it even holier by actively participating in the Mass, sharing our prayers and songs, and offering our time, talents, and treasure in ministry.
4. Offer Living Worship to a Living God: Our God is the God of the living, and our worship must be alive! Let our participation in the Holy Mass be active, reverent, and heartfelt, as we offer our whole lives- with repentant and grateful hearts- to our living God on the alter.
Let us joyfully proclaim with the Psalmist: “The water of the river gives joy to God’s city, the holy place where the Most High dwells”.  May we all strive to be that clean, joyful, and holy dwelling place for God today and always.  Amen.

