This final Sunday of the Church’s liturgical Year C, the Holy Mother Church celebrates the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. Pope Pius XI instituted the feast of Christ the King (Our Lord Jesus Christ, the King) in 1925 in response to growing nationalism and secularism. However, in 1969 Pope Paul VI gave the feast a new title, “Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.”He elevated it to a solemnity and fixed its celebration on the last Sunday of each liturgical year. This feast proclaims that Jesus is not just a King in our hearts, but the Universal Sovereign of all creation. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
The Scriptures today reveal the unique nature of Christ’s Kingship. First Reading: The people willingly chose David because he was a worthy shepherd who cared for them. This foreshadows Christ, the Good Shepherd. He doesn’t impose his rule with military might or wealth; he is chosen out of love and recognized for his worthiness. Humility is the path to exaltation, just as it was for King David. 
Second Reading: St Paul reminds us we are already given a place in the Kingdom of the Son he loves. Jesus is the Image of the unseen God. All things were created through him and for him. He is the Redeemer who reconciles us to God and holds all things together through the blood of the Cross. This calls for great jubilation!
Gospel: The ultimate revelation of Christ’s Kingship is not in a palace, but on the Cross. Mocked by Pilate and the unrepentant thief, he showed his true power in an act of self-sacrificing love and forgiveness. When the repentant criminal humbly asked, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom”. Jesus immediately replied, “Today you will be with me in Paradise”. This is our King-the King of mercy, who forgives those who crucify him. 
Jesus is our friend, but he is also our King.  A friend walks beside us; a King leads us. We are called to surrender our lives to him, allowing him to rule every part: our bodies, thoughts, decisions, and wills. 
The Kingdom’s Values: Christ’s kingdom is built on foundations far superior to anything the material world offers. It is a Kingdom of: Truth, life, Holiness, grace, justice, love and peace. 
Imitate the Servant King:  Jesus declared he came not to be served, but to serve. We become his true followers when we reflect his spirit by serving him in others- especially the poor, the sick, and the marginalized. 
The Power of Forgiveness: Christ’s greatest moment as King was on the Cross, sacrificing, reconciling, and forgiving. We are called to imitate this noble sacrifice. It is often harder to say “I forgive you” than “I am sorry”. But forgiveness is the way of our King. 
As we conclude the liturgical year with the proclamation, “Pax Christi in regno Christi” (The peace of Christ in the reign of Christ), let us ask ourselves: Have I truly given Jesus the Keys to my life? May we have the courage to live faithfully as members of his eternal Kingdom of Love, Truth, and Peace. 
Amen
