
We now have CDF Pay; You can use this QR Code portal for all you giving if you wish. 
**Before using please cancel any prior electronic payments**.  
When you access this code, follow the prompts for frequency of payment, then amount, 
then; “My giving is for …” Stewardship, (Parish Account) or Priest Support (Presbytery 
Account), then record your personal and Card details as the prompts ask you. Thank 
you. Fr Gregory Tait PP 

If you would like to receive a weekly copy of  
“The Spire” by email, please send us an 
email and we can add you to a list of  
subscribers 

Presbytery Account 

Priest support, inc eft: $760.80 
 

Direct deposit payments for the presbytery 
account can be made electronically.  
Details are as follows:    
 

Account Name:   
All Saints Presbytery Portland 
 

BSB:     083 526 
Account No.  24476 6002 
 

 

LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL 
All Saints Parish has been present at most of the 
important milestones in your life: your Baptism, your 
First Communion, at times of great celebration and 
at times of great sadness. By leaving a gift to your 
Parish in your Will, you will leave a legacy of faith a 
legacy to help ensure that the mission and pastoral 
outreach that has been important to you  will 
continue both for today’s needs and for those of our 
children, our grandchildren and beyond. 

Liturgy Rosters: 

Many thanks for your ministry in the Parish 
 

Weekend of 8th & 9th of March: 
1st Sunday in Lent Year C 
Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  D Kierce 
Prayers:  P O’Brien 
Minister  Volunteer Please 
Computer:  A O’Brien 
 

Sunday:    10.30am 

Reader:  K Arnott 
Prayers:  J Sandeman 
Minister:  D Arnott 
Computer:  Volunteer Please 
 
Weekend of 15th & 16 of March: 
2nd Sunday in Lent Year C 
Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  G Priestley 
Prayers:  Volunteer Please 
Minister  A O’Brien 
Computer:  P O’Brien 
 

Sunday:    10.30am 

Reader:  J Sandeman 
Prayers:  M Schultz 
Minister:  M McGennisken 
Computer:  Volunteer Please 
 
Weekend: of 22nd & 23rd of March: 
3rd Sunday in Lent Year C 
Vigil: 6.00pm 
 

Reader:  D Bennett 
Prayers:  K Howman 
Minister:  M lambert 
Computer:  A O’Brien 
 

Sunday Mass:   10.30am 
 

Reader:  J Sandeman 
Prayers:  I Eichler 
Minister:  K Loftus 
Computer:  Volunteer Please 

Planned Giving for Parish Account 
Given this week inc eft $3637.00 

Target $55,000 
Total YTD 2024–2025, $38,007.40 
 

Direct deposit payments for planned giving and donations can be 
made electronically. Details are as follows:    
 

Account Name:   Portland Catholic Church 
BSB:    083 532 
Account No.   5159 81661 

 

All Saints Outreach Op-Shop:  
(In Woolworth’s Car park)  
Phone: 5521 1587 
 

The Parish Outreach Op-Shop is always in need 
of good quality clothing, bric a brac or furniture.  
 

Donations during shop hours only. 
 

Please ring Outreach for pick up if necessary. Thank 
you all for your ongoing support of Outreach.  
 

Outreach is normally open  
Monday             1pm - 3pm 
Tuesday     10am - 1pm 
Wednesday   10am - 3pm 
Thursday    10am - 3pm 
Friday    10am - 4pm  
Saturday   10am - 12pm 
 

Outreach is a significant fundraiser within the Parish and 
we regularly need  Volunteers to give 2-3 hours in the  
mornings or afternoons.  

We currently have a pressing need for 
Volunteers on each of the days of operating 
during our advertised Hours, and for on-call 
volunteers who can fill in at other times.   
 

Please contact  Kate Howman 0428235218 or 
Diane Kierce 0427946053 for further 

information. 

“The Spire“ 

All Saints Parish 

Portland - Heywood - Dartmoor 

All Saints Parish Office 
Office Entrance 8 Henty Street 
Postal address 8 Henty Street  
Portland VIC 3305 
Phone: 5523 1046  
email: portland@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parishes 
Rev. Gregory A. D. Tait, P.P.  
email: greg.tait@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
Mobile 0475 512530 
Parish Office Hours: Wednesdays to Fridays 9.00am 
till 3.00pm or by appointment with Fr Gregory 
All Saints Parish is committed to Child Safety - our Child 
Safety Policy and Code of Conduct are on display on the Parish 
website and noticeboard in the Tower Entrance of the Church. 
 

All Saints Parish Portland acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the 
land on which our Parish Community meets, the Gunditjmara people. We pay our re-
spects to their Elders past and present and emerging. We commit ourselves to the 
ongoing journey of reconciliation and constitutional acknowledgement of first nation 
peoples. 

Parish Services 
11th to 16th of March 2025 

Tuesday  5.00pm Mass  
Wednesday 10.00am Mass 
  Stations of the Cross 4.30pm  
Thursday: 10.00am Mass 

Friday: 9.30am Adoration & Morning Prayer 
      10.00am Anointing Mass 
      5.00pm Evening Prayer 

Weekend Masses 
15th & 16th of March 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Saturday:   6.00pm Mass  
Sunday:  10.30am Mass 
Recent Death:   
 

Anniversaries: 10th to 16th of March. 
Steve Wilson, Peg Quinlivan, Dennis O'Keefe, Owen 
Lance Henman, David Galvin, John Carroll, Tilly 
O'Dwyer, Joyce Arundell, Patricia Brondsema, Joan 
O'Connor, Peter (Ming_Huang) Vu, Joseph (Doi 
Van) Nguyen, Peter Hare, Timothy O'Meara, Bonne 
Edgcumbe, Bill Caveny, Margaret McCarthy, Drew 
Rogers, Jane Mizzi, Ray McCluskey, Ena Clark. 
Prayer Requests:  

Les Hildebrand, Lea-anne Bourke, Michelle Mutch, 
Deanne Atkinson.  
If you have any prayer requests please  contact the 
Parish Office; for privacy reasons only Next of Kin 
may ask for names to be added: Thank you. 
 

Baptisms and Marriages  
by appointment with Fr. Gregory Tait.  
Sacrament of Penance  
1st Saturday of the month at 10.00am  
or any other time by appointment with  
Fr. Gregory 
Please Mute your phone in the 
Church during Mass 

Dates to Remember: 
Mass of the Holy Oils: April 14th @ 1.00pm. St 
Patrick’s Cathedral Ballarat. 
Lenten Penance, April 12th at 11.00am & 15th @ 
7.00pm  
Easter Triduum: Holy Thursday 7.00pm April 17th, 
   Good Friday 3.00pm April 18th  
   Holy Saturday 6.00pm April 19th. 

 

 

9th of March 
 

1st Sunday 
 

in Lent 
 

Year C 2025 

This Lent, we’re invited to Unite Against Poverty with 
Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion. This year is es-
pecially significant as we celebrate the Jubilee Year - a 
time of renewal and solidarity. 
Project Compassion 2025 shares three stories from 
around the world. We’ll meet Toefuata'iga - (Toy-foo-ah
-tah-ing-ah) a young student from Samoa who faced 
severe water shortages at her school. Thanks to Caritas 
Australia and the generosity of supporters like you, her 
school now has a 10,000 litre water tank, improving ac-
cess to clean water and allowing teachers to prioritise 
education. 
We’ll get to know Lam from Vietnam. Born with short 
stature, Lam faced social exclusion and limited employ-
ment opportunities. Through the I-SHINE program, Lam 
completed a course and is now a freelance graphic de-
signer. 
And we’ll meet Irene from the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) who faced immense challenges after 
losing her father to war and raising her children in pov-
erty. With support from Caritas Australia, Irene received 
vocational training in sewing & farming and can now 
support her whole family. 



 
Liturgy of the Word 

 

1st Week in Lent Year C 
 

First Reading Deut 26:4-10 
 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 

Moses said to the people; 4 When the priest takes 

the basket from your hand and sets it down  

before the altar of the Lord your God, 5 you shall 

make this response before the Lord your God: “A 

wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went 

down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few 

in number, and there he became a great nation, 

mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians  

treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing 

hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the Lord, the God 

of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and 

saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 
8 The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 

hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying 

display of power, and with signs and wonders;  
9 and he brought us into this place and gave us 

this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  
10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground 

that you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it 

down before the Lord your God and bow down 

before the Lord your God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 90:1-2. 10-15. R. v.15 
 

(R.) Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble. 
 

1. He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

and abides in the shade of the Almighty says to 

the Lord: ‘My refuge, my stronghold, my God in 

whom I trust!’ (R.) 
 

2. Upon you no evil shall fall, no plague approach 

where you dwell. For you has he commanded his 

angels, to keep you in all your ways. (R.) 
 

3. They shall bear you upon their hands lest you 

strike your foot against a stone. On the lion and 

the viper you will tread and trample the young 

lion and the dragon. (R.) 
 

4. His love he set on me, so I will rescue him;  

protect him for he knows my name. When he 

calls I shall answer: ‘I am with you.’ I will save him 

in distress and give him glory. (R.) 
 

Second Reading Rom 10:8-13 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 

Sisters & Brothers; 8 But what does Scripture say? 

“The word is near you, on your lips and in your 

heart” (that is, the word of faith that we  

proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is 

justified, and one confesses with the mouth and 

so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who 

believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there 

is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 

same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who 

call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Mt 4:4 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless 

glory! No one lives on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless 

glory! 
 

Gospel Lk 4:1-13 
 

From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
 

4:1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the 

Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilder-

ness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by 

the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, 

and when they were over, he was famished.  
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 

command this stone to become a loaf of 

bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man 

does not live by bread alone.’” 5 Then the dev-

il led him up and showed him in an instant all the 

kingdoms of the world. 6 And the devil said to 

him, “To you I will give their glory and all this au-

thority; for it has been given over to me, and I 

give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will wor-

ship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, 

“It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 

serve only him.’” 9 Then the devil took him to Je-

rusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of 

God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is 

written, ‘He will command his angels concerning 

you, to protect you,’ 11 and ‘On their hands they 

will bear you up, so that you will not dash your 

foot against a stone.’” 12 Jesus answered him, “It 

is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’”  13 When the devil had finished every test, 

he departed from him until an opportune time. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Text, New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Catholic Edition, copyright © 1989, 1993, 1995 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. he English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 

Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 

rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Praying with Pope Francis  
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network is 
an international movement that is more 
than 170 years old.  
Prayer for March - for families in  
crisis:  Let us pray that broken families 
might discover the cure for their wounds 
through forgiveness, rediscovering each 
other’s gifts, even in their differences.   

 1st Week in Lent Year C 2025, Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter: 
 

The wilderness, or desert, is used repeatedly throughout the Bible as a place of special encounter 

with God and preparation for a new direction or a new ministry. The 40 days that Jesus spent in the 

wilderness immediately followed his baptism in the Jordan where his status as the beloved of God 

was confirmed. He is led by the Spirit to go out into the wilderness for a period of fasting, prayer and 

preparation before entering into his public ministry.  
 

In fact, the event that immediately follows this passage is the episode in Nazareth where Jesus reads 

from the scroll of Isaiah and declares the intent of his ministry. It is presented as if, having spent his 

time in preparation and overcoming the temptations before him, Jesus strode out of the wilderness 

and laid out what he had decided. 
 

The episode of the temptations is a clear indicator of the humanity of Jesus – he experienced doubt, 

uncertainty and fear just as we do. If the gospel intended to emphasise the divinity of Jesus, none of 

these temptations would have been an issue. We are told that Jesus was indeed tempted, not just 

pestered by the devil. The opportunities laid before Jesus were actually tempting to him. They chal-

lenged his resolve. They made Jesus question the sort of Messiah that he was to be: the all-

conquering, powerful Messiah that the people expected; or the servant to the poor who will be tor-

tured and put to death.  
 

Jesus is tempted to use his power to make his task easier or to display his authority to others. Had he 

chosen to do this, surely it would have been easier to get people’s attention – and that was the 

temptation: to take the easier path or stick to the more subtle, more personal, more difficult path. 
 

Scriptural context – The temptations 

The three temptations Jesus faces all focus upon the nature of his mission and ministry. The first temp-

tation is to miraculously feed himself – is his ministry to be about himself or others? The second is to 

take power and authority over all the world – to fulfil the human expectations of what a Messiah 

ought to be or fulfil God’s plan of service, rather than domination? The third temptation is about 

grandstanding – to make a spectacular declaration of his arrival or to minister to the lowly and re-

veal himself in that way? 
 

Have you thought? – The Devil 

The personification of ‘the devil’ is sometimes difficult to contemplate. The one who tempts Jesus in 

the wilderness is referred to in this passage as ‘the devil’. Devil is the English translation of a Greek 

word, diabolos. As the gospel of Luke was originally written in Greek, we can assume 

that diabolos was the word used. Diabolos has several meanings: the accuser; the slanderer; the 

one who separates. It is the purpose of the temptations to ‘separate’ Jesus from God and from his 

intended approach to his ministry. The temptations we face are often those that ‘separate’ us from 

what we know to be right. 
 

Living the Gospel – Lent 

The 40 days that Jesus spent praying and preparing in the wilderness is reflected in the season of 

Lent that lasts 40 days from Ash Wednesday until the day before Easter Sunday (not counting Sun-

days in the season). It has been traditional that during the time of Lent Christian people renew their 

efforts in prayer, fasting and almsgiving. All three of these practices are actions of preparation. Just 

as Jesus prepared for his ministry in the wilderness, so too is Lent an opportunity for us to be deliber-

ate about our reflection on what we are called to do in this world. 
 

Questions for your personal reflection: 
 

1. Why is it significant that Jesus was able to be tempted? 

2. Why might the account of the temptations immediately follow Jesus’ baptism? 

3. How might we interpret the fact that Jesus was ‘led by the Spirit’ through the wilderness? 

4. What are the temptations that you face? 

5. How do you try to resist these temptations? 
 

Learning moments: 
 

• Write, draw or symbolise a significant goal that you wish to achieve and identify the 

‘temptations’ that have the potential to distract from achieving the goal. With some friends, 

discuss ways in which Lent is a time of preparation (For what are we preparing? How are pray-

er, fasting and almsgiving forms of preparation?) 
 

Greg Sunter: Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying 

with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and reflection facilita-

tor and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer, and ministry with young people.  


