
 
      

Celebrating Year 12 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Graduates 

On Friday, September 12, students, families and educators gathered at Rydges Melbourne for the 2025 
Victorian Catholic Education Association (VCEA) Year 12 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Graduation Recognition Dinner. 

This annual event is a highlight of the education calendar, providing an opportunity to celebrate the 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students as they complete their secondary 
schooling. This year, 206 students across Victoria were recognised, including 27 students from the 
Diocese of Ballarat. 

The evening was beautifully organised by the VCEA Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Working Party 
and featured a rich program of cultural recognition and words of encouragement. Wurundjeri Elder Mr 
John Terrick delivered a Welcome to Country, followed by inspiring addresses from Professor Elizabeth 
Labone and Professor Mark Rose, who each spoke about the importance of education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
      

DOBCEL Executive Director, Tom Sexton, was proud to attend alongside colleagues, joining in the 
recognition of the graduates and their families. The message shared throughout the night was clear: 
education is not only valuable for each individual graduate, but also has a lasting impact on families 
and communities for generations to come. 

The booklet for the evening carried the proud message “VCEA welcomes the Class of 2025”, with a 
blessing prayer by Melissa Brickell 2008, NATSICC featured on the back page: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOBCEL Communications  


