
FROM OUR ASSISTANT PRIEST
“Peace be with you all”! These were the first words Pope Leo XIV
spoke as he emerged on the balcony of St Peter’s shortly after his
election on the 8th of May this year. 

This weekend the world waits with bated breath as the parties to
the Gaza conflict sign a ceasefire and hostage release plan. May
this important step be the first on the path towards an ‘everlasting
peace’ encompassing all in these lands so bruised and worn by the
tragedy of conflict. 

Lasting peace can never be achieved through the appeal to mutual
benefit, but only through the “risen Christ” who grants a peace “that
is unarmed and disarming, humble and persevering. A peace that
comes from God, the who loves us all, unconditionally”.
(Pope Leo XIV 08-05-25)

Though we may be on the other side of the earth to current
hostilities, our faith still calls us to be harbingers of peace in our
own communities. It was Christ who said not “an eye for an eye, or
a tooth for a tooth” but rather “love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you” (Mt 5:38,44). 

This is an easy thing for me to say in the comfort of my parish
office and not an active warzone, but it is a truism none-the-less. 
Please pray this week that human fraternity may overcome
difference and in the words of Pope John Paul II that “longed for
peace may blossom forth and reign always over us all”. Amen.
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SUNDAY MASSES

LET US PRAY

PA R I S H  T E A M
Parish Priest: Fr Matthew Thomas

Assistant Priests: Fr John Corrigan and Fr Bill Lowry
Parish Secretary: Carmel Spagnolo

St Joseph’s, Red Cliffs
8725 Calder Highway
Sunday 10am

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
20 Box Street, Merbein
Sunday 10:30am

C O M M U N IT Y  C O NTACTS
St Joseph’s, Ouyen: Faye Nihill, 0429 921 326

St Mary’s, Robinvale: Mary Knight, 0438 627 920

Fr Bill

FOR THE SICK:  Brendan Bell, Catherine Bell,
Patrick Hunt, Barry Crosbie, Kaye Grivec,
Terese Pain, Amara Nolen, Bernadette Ryan,
Tim Jess, Amelia Spataro, Mark Weir, Mary
Moloney, Pacita Dinawanao, Sue Mattschoss,
Lyn McIntyre, Graeme Floyd, Les Gregg, Des
Healy.
Please obtain permission if you are submitting someone else’s
name. Intentions are printed for one month only, but these can
be renewed each month.
 

FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED:
Recent Deaths:  Julie O’Bryan, Ross Mobilio,
 Nick Mastrippolito, Lucia Nguyen

ANNIVERSARIES:  
Merbein: Bill Walsh, Elizabeth Maffei, Dom
Zappia, Leon Wagner, Julian McGowan,
Ronald Jackson

Mildura: 
Sunday 9am: 
   

Sunday 5pm: 

Ouyen:  Bill White, John Nihill 

Red Cliffs:  

Robinvale:  Bernie Walsh, Joseph Falvo (snr),
Antonio Costa, Filomena Albanese, Mario
Orlando
 

If you have booked a memorial Mass please inform the priest
of your arrival before the Mass begins.



MONDAY 13th OCTOBER
 

TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER
 St Callistus I, Pope  

WEDNESDAY 15th OCTOBER
St Teresa of Jesus 

10.30am Funeral Mass, Mildura

5pm Soup Kitchen, Monaghan Centre,
Mildura

1pm Mass Princes Court, Mildura

1.30pm Funeral Mass, Mildura

4pm-5:30pm Holy Hour, Mildura

6pm Mass, Mildura

6pm Mass, Robinvale

9:30am Mass, Mildura

10:30am Mass, Robinvale

3pm Holy Hour, Ouyen

5pm Soup Kitchen, Monaghan Centre,
Mildura

5pm Mass, Ouyen

7pm Reconciliation Parent meeting,
Sacred Heart Church, Mildura

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 15th October, 7pm
First Reconciliation Parents Meeting, Mildura

Wednesday 22  October, 6.30pmnd

Baptism Parents Meeting, Monaghan Centre

Saturday 25  October, 10am to 3pmth

Parish Retreat day, Fort Courage, Wentworth

Tuesday 28  October: PRIESTS ARE AWAYth

Council of Priests & Jubilarians Dinner, Ballarat 

NB: CONFESSION IS AVAILABLE during
all scheduled Holy Hours, and also after
the 9:30am Saturday Mass in Mildura.

BULLETIN NOTICES: Please email or
phone the Parish Office by Thursday
afternoon to submit bulletin notices.

FUEL RAFFLE
Our 2025 fuel raffle will be drawn on
the feast of Christ the King, Sunday
23  November, following the 5pmrd

Mass. Tickets are just $2 each.
1  Prize: $1,000 fuelst

2  Prize: $500 fuelnd

3  Prize: $100 fuelrd

Tickets can be purchased before and after Sunday
Mass at all our churches.

BAPTISM
We welcome into our Parish Community
Giulia Brigante, Billie Duncan and 
Marco Cordoma whose Baptism occurs 
this weekend in Robinvale.

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY
Sunday 12th October, St Joseph’s Church, Red Cliffs

All are invited to attend the 
Feast Day of our Lady of the 
Rosary this Sunday commencing 
10am with Mass celebrated by 
Fr Angelo Cagna.  Following this will
be the traditional procession and 
from 12noon an Italian Band and 
food stalls.  Free entertainment 
includes:  lucky dips, face painting,
 jumping castles, pony rides and a mini ferris wheel. 

TRADING STALL  
This Sunday the cuppa and trading stall will 
be held after the 9am Mass in Mildura.  
Proceeds from the stall will go to Catholic Missions.

ADVENT PRAYER BOOK
We have obtained a limited number of
copies of The Promise, the Diocese of
Wollongong’s Advent and Christmas
daily reflections for 2025. The book
will be available in late November for
$5. If you wish to reserve a copy,
please call or email the parish office.

FIRST RECONCILIATION 
 (Grade 2 and above)

Parent meeting: 15  October, 7pm in
Sacred Heart Church.

th

The celebration date:  Wednesday 26
November, Sacred Heart Church.

th

WEDDING
We congratulate:
Joseph Mezzatesta & Isabelle Giofrelle
and Nicholas Gebhart & Courtney Symons
 who were married this weekend in 
Robinvale and Mildura.

SACRED HEART FAMILY GROUP
Are having a luncheon at the Merbein Club on
Sunday, 19th October at 12 noon.  All welcome.
Please rsvp to Helen or John on 0427441466

FOUND  
Found on church grounds, a small new translation of
the New Testament.  Please contact the Parish
Office on 521 2872 to claim.



THURSDAY 16th OCTOBER
St Margaret Mary Alacoque, St Hedwig  

FRIDAY 17th OCTOBER
St Ignatius of Antioch

SATURDAY 18th OCTOBER
St Luke, Evangelist 

9:30am Mass, Mildura

10.30am Mass BUPA, Mildura

2pm-4:30pm Adoration, Ouyen

5:30pm Mass, Red Cliffs

9:30am Mass, Underbool

10am Mass Jacaranda, Red Cliffs

4pm-5:30pm Holy Hour, Mildura

6pm Mass, Mildura

9:30am Mass, Mildura
10am Confessions, Mildura
10am-11am Children’s Catechism,
Monaghan Centre, Mildura
11:30am Christian Meditation,
Monaghan Centre, Mildura
6pm Mass, Mildura
6pm Mass, Robinvale

STEWARDSHIP

Presbytery - Priests Support
Cash (1  Collection); Tap & Gost $2353.30

Parish - Mission & Maintenance
Envelopes, EFT, DD, and CC $4035.80

Parish - Mission & Maintenance
Loose Plate (2  Collection)nd $1679.15 

Retired Priests Special Collection
Clergy Support Fund Fathers’ Day Appeal $ 150.00

This week’s Counting Team: No. 6 - B Collins

Next week’s Counting Team: No. 7 - L Welsh

RETREAT DAY
Saturday 25  Octoberth

Fort Courage, Wentworth
When the apostles rejoined Jesus
and told him all they had done, he
said to them: “Come away with me
to a lonely place and rest for a
while.” (Mk 6:30-31)
All parishioners are invited to join our one-day retreat
to slow down, reinvigorate your faith, and refresh
your relationship with the Lord. The day starts at
10am and concludes at 3pm. BYO picnic lunch; tea
and coffee are provided. You are welcome to bring a
Bible and writing journal, but reading and writing
resources will be provided. Indoor facilities are
booked in case of inclement weather. Please register
your interest with the parish office.

JUBILEE OF MARIAN SPIRITUALITY 
October 11-12, 2025

The Jubilee of Marian Spirituality recognises the
ways that devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary can
strengthen the faith life of individuals and, in turn, the
Church. Further resources for the Jubilee of Marian
Spirituality are available from the diocesan website
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/services-
agencies-2/pastoral/liturgy-sacraments/jubilee-year-
2025-pilgrims-of-hope/

CATHOLIC MISSION MONTH
OCTOBER

For women like Sharon, who must choose between
feeding their children or selling their crops to
survive, and Grace, who risked her life traveling
160km for safe childbirth, hope comes through Sr
Jane and Kayula. Through sustainable farming, Sr
Jane helps women provide for their families. At the
Chilonga Mission Hospital, Kayula ensures mothers
and babies receive the dignity and care they
deserve.  This World Mission Month, we invite you
to extend your generosity to help enhance the vital
work of the Church. Your support can make a
significant difference to the lives of many, offering
hope to the people of Zambia.
www.catholicmission.org.au/mission. 
 Free Call:  1800257296.  
Envelopes are available at all church entrances and
need to be returned by 26  October 2025.th

PRAYING WITH THE HOLY FATHER
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship
of Prayer) is an international movement and each
month the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and
asks Catholics around the world to join him in prayer.
“The Pope Video” forms part of the Pope’s Worldwide
Prayer Network www.thepopevideo.org.



SUNDAY 19  OCTOBER th

29  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth
WE ARE A CHILD

SAFE PARISH
NEXT SUNDAY’S
MASS READINGS

8:30 Mass, Irymple
9am Mass, Manangatang
9am Mass, Mildura
10am Mass, Red Cliffs
10:30am Mass, Merbein
11am Mass, Ouyen
5pm Mass, Mildura

The parish of Saints Anne
and Joachim, Sunraysia is a

Child Safe Parish which adheres
to Victoria’s eleven Child Safe

Standards. Our policies are
displayed in our churches

and on our website.

Parish Safety Officers:
Arthur Cassidy (Robinvale)

Melanie Grace (Ouyen)
Noreen Morris (Manangatang)

Vince Pileggi (Sunraysia)

29  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMEth

First Reading:
 Exodus 17:8-13

Psalm:
Ps 120. R. v.2 

Response:
 Our help is from the Lord, who made

heaven and earth. 
Second Reading:

 2 Timothy 3:14- 4:2
Gospel:

Luke 18:1-8 

FIRST READING
A reading from the second book of the Kings
Naaman the leper went down and immersed
himself seven times in the Jordan, as Elisha had
told him to do. And his flesh became clean once
more like the flesh of a little child.
Returning to Elisha with his whole escort, he went
in and stood before him. ‘Now I know’ he said,
‘that there is no God in all the earth except in
Israel. Now, please, accept a present from your
servant.’ But Elisha replied, ‘As the Lord lives,
whom I serve, I will accept nothing.’ Naaman
pressed him to accept, but he refused. Then
Naaman said, ‘Since your answer is “No,” allow
your servant to be given as much earth as two
mules may carry, because your servant will no
longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any god
except the Lord.’

RESPONSORIAL   
                         

     (R.) The Lord has revealed to the nations his                                             
saving power.
1.  Sing a new song to the Lord        
for he has worked wonders.
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.)

2.  The Lord has made known his salvation; 
has shown his justice to the nations.
He has remembered his truth and love
for the house of Israel. (R.)

3.  All the ends of the earth have seen         
the salvation of our God.
Shout to the Lord all the earth,
ring out your joy. (R.)

SECOND READING
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to
Timothy
Remember the Good News that I carry. ‘Jesus Christ
risen from the dead, sprung from the race of David’; it
is on account of this that I have my own hardships to
bear, even to being chained like a criminal – but they
cannot chain up God’s news. So I bear it all for the
sake of those who are chosen, so that in the end they
may have the salvation that is in Christ Jesus and the
eternal glory that comes with it.
Here is a saying that you can rely on:
If we have died with him, then we shall live with him.
If we hold firm, then we shall reign with him.
If we disown him, then he will disown us.
We may be unfaithful, but he is always faithful,
for he cannot disown his own self.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
For all things give thanks to God,
because this is what he expects of you in Christ
Jesus.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus travelled along the
border between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered
one of the villages, ten lepers came to meet him.
They stood some way off and called to him, ‘Jesus!
Master! Take pity on us.’ When he saw them he said,
‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ Now as they
were going away they were cleansed. Finding himself
cured, one of them turned back praising God at the
top of his voice and threw himself at the feet of
Jesus and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan.
This made Jesus say, ‘Were not all ten made clean?
The other nine, where are they? It seems that no one
has come back to give praise to God, except this
foreigner.’ And he said to the man, ‘Stand up and go
on your way. Your faith has saved you.’

Ps 97:1-4. R. see v.2

1 Thessalonians 5:18

2 Kings 5:14-17

Luke 17:11-19

2 Timothy :8-13


