Star of the Sea Parish south West Coast

3. Al

* Infant Jesus, Koroit * St Patrick's, Port Fairy * St Anne's, Purnim * St Joseph's, Warrnambool *
* Our Lady Help of Christians, Warrnambool East * St Pius X, Warrnambool West x

CONTACT THE OFFICE

(03) 5562 2231
“B southwestcoast@ballarat.catholic.org.au
9.00am to 4.00pm, Monday to Friday

B4 PO Box 104, WARRNAMBOOL VIC 3280

Fr John Fitzgerald
Fr Matt Restall
Bruce Keeley
Louise Dryburgh
James Cronin
Karen Johnson
Virginia Martin
Trisha McGinness

Parish Priest
Assistant Priest
Business Manager
Accounts Manager
Maintenance
Admin Team

St John’s Dennington
St Patrick’s Koroit

Ben van de Camp
Tegan McDonald

St Patrick’s Port Fairy  Tarryn Delaney
St Joseph’s W’bool Nick Murrell

St Pius X W’bool West  Tristan Fay

OLHC W’bool East Stephen Madden

Emmanuel College Rachel McGennisken

WE ARE A CHILD SAFE PARISH

Star of the Sea Parish adheres to the Child Safe
Standards of Victoria. Our policies are on
display in each Church and website.

Parish Safeguarding Officers:

Leisa McCosh
Peter Sanderson

Infant Jesus, Koroit
St Patrick’s, Port Fairy

St Joseph’s, W’bool Jill Haberfield
St Pius X, W’bool West  Karen Johnson
OLHC, W’bool East Dion Bartlett

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We recognise the traditional custodians of
parish lands. We acknowledge their ancestors
with respect and we are committed to working
for justice and reconciliation.

3/4 January 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord

RCIC (Children’s Sacraments)

Fr Matt will be running a shortened program for children in Yr 4
and above who have not received the Sacraments of Baptism,
Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation. Please email the Parish
Office to be kept informed.

Rosary: Month of January at St Pius X Mondays 7:00pm.

Baptisms: This weekend we welcome into Lenny &Willow Howlett
our faith community.

OLHC: Holy Hour every Monday at 10:00am
St Joseph’s: The Ministry Roster will be available next weekend

We, the hearers of the story, are invited to recognise
ourselves in the scene.

There is a natural inclination to interpret the Gospel stories in a
far more literal way than they were ever intended to be received.

We are encouraged to reflect on the meaning behind these stories.
Just as the magi from the East came in search for Christ;
We too are on a search (journey of faith).

We have a ‘star’ to follow (Christ),
We have ‘gifts’ to bring.

We encounter the deviousness of the ‘Herod’ within us;
And like the magi we can go home a ‘different’ way.

We can choose the Christian way to live.

World Day of Peace

See Pope Leo’s Message on the occasion of the 59th World Day of
Peace: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/peace/
documents/20251208-messaggio-pace.html, or there will be a
printed copy on the Notice boards.

Bishop Paul’s
Christmas Message 2025
This is available to view on the diocesan website:

https:/www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/christmas-message-from-bishop
-paul/. Printed copies are available in the church foyers.

New Appointments

We have new principals appointed for:

St Patrick’s, Port Fairy Tarryn Delaney
.St Pius X, Tristan Fay and
St Joseph’s, Nick Murrell

We wish them well in their new appointments which will commence in
late January 2026.

Bulletins

For those wishing to continue (or begin) to receive the Fikes
Star of the Sea Bulletin via email, please note that it will %ﬁ"i £
be emailed via our new website from the start of 2026. e n e
You may email the Office with a request for us to add you

to the website: southwestcoast@ballarat.catholic.org.au or scan the
QR code or go to https://www.catholicparish.app/southwestcoast

NB: Printed bulletins are available at each of the Churches as usual.

Thank You: Volunteers and Staff

It’s important for us to appreciate the people involved in keeping our
community of faith vibrant and flourishing. On behalf of the priests
and the whole parish community we thank most sincerely all who
assisted and supported the mission and outreach of the parish
throughout 2025. Without the commitment and generosity of so
many volunteers in a broad variety of ministries and roles, our parish
could not function. (Fr John)

Recent Deaths: Bill Houlihan, Yvonne Langston, Maureen Lane,
Jim Hales

Anniversaries: Claire Haylock, Peter Morrissey

The Bishop’s 2025 Christmas Appeal

The Bishop’s Christmas Appeal will be taken up next weekend.
The Christmas Appeal is one way the Diocese can respond to the
many communities from near and far who turn to us for assistance.

NB: There will be a second or leaving collection for this Appeal.

i

Columban Calendars

There are still a few Calendars available to purchase at
) OLHC church and at the Office for $9:00.

Saturday Vigil

6:00om  OLHC, Warrnambool East

Sunday Morning

9:00am

9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

6:00pm
*11:00am

2" Sunday of the month (Eucharist)

*All other Sundays

Assembly of the Word with Communion

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILLIATION

Infant Jesus, Koroit

St Pius X, Warrnambool West
St Joseph’s, Warrnambool

St Patrick’s, Port Fairy

St Joseph’s Warrnambool

St Anne’s, Purnim

Tues 5:10pm St Pius X

Sat 9:40am St Pius X

Tues 1:00pm St Pius X
Maureen Lane RIP
5:30pm St Pius X

Wed 10:00am St Joseph’s

Thur 10:00am OLHC
11:00am Mercy Place
1:00pm St Pius X
Bill Houlihan RIP

Fri 10:00am St Joseph’s
11:00am OLHC
Yvonne Langston RIP

Sat 10:00am St Pius X

Prayer for January

For prayer with the word of God
Let us pray that praying with the word of God
be nourishment for our lives and a source of
hope in our communities, helping us to build
a more fraternal and missionary Church.

Baptisms
An information session usually take place at
7:00pm on the second Tuesday of the month
in the Gathering Space at St Joseph’s.

Next session: Tuesday 10 February 2026
N@ To book please call 5562 2231
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