
 

Funeral 
Fund 

Prepaid Funerals 

Eliminate family stress 

Details: 5337 7111 

Please support our loyal adverƟsers 

 

 

 

 Domestic & Commercial 
cleaning 

0402862188/0434746818 

admin@mlmclean.com.au 

 

 

 

 20 Lydiard Street Sth,      
Ballarat                               

Ph: (03) 5331 3711 

www.ppt.com.au 

       

       Ed Browne 

        

Busy Bookkeeping 

Phone 5364 2922 

ballarat@busybookkeeping.com.au 

 

 

11 Neerim Crescent, 

 Wendouree  Industrial Park    

 Ph:  5339 3122 

Open Direct to the Public     
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

 

Address: 1114 Doveton Street 
North, Ballarat, 3350 

Phone: (03) 5333 3911   

All hours. Moderate cost 

COVID Safe Plan 

¨ If you are feeling unwell or have any   
       symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, cough or 

sore throat) please do not aƩend Mass. 
  
¨ Ensure that you maintain appropriate  
      physical distancing at all Ɵmes  (1.5 metres).  
 

¨ Whilst a face mask is not compulsory they 
are recommended ∙  

 

¨ Please use the hand saniƟser available upon 
entering the Church.  

 

We appreciate your assistance in helping 
stop the spread of the virus. 

Our Lady Help of Christians  

Contact information 
Communities of  Lexton, Miners Rest, Waubra,         

Learmonth, Wendouree 
 

Parish Office: 480a Gillies Street, Wendouree    

Phone: 5339 2302 

P O Box 192, Wendouree 

Email: wendouree@ballarat.catholic.org.au    
  

Prayer Line:  5339 2302 
 

School Principal: Jaci Commons    

School Phone:  5339 4726  

www.olhcwendouree.catholic.edu.au                    
Email: enquiries@olhcwendouree.catholic.edu.au 

CDF Community Fund  
– it’s in everyone’s best interest.  

When you open a savings or term investment account with CDF   Community Fund, you not only get 
a great return on your savings, but you will also help build new parishes for growing communities, 
classrooms for students, hospitals for the sick, aged care homes for the elderly, and social service  

facilities for the poor and vulnerable. With competitive interest rates across a range of accounts,  

including 4.30% p.a.* on 3,6- and 12-month Term  Investments, it’s a way to save while doing good.  

Open an account today – it’s in everyone’s best interest.            

Visit www.catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/communityfund,  

scan the QR code, or speak to us on 1800 134 135.   

*Interest rates subject to change. View current rates on the CDF website.  

PRAY: Please keep the communiƟes, the firefighters, emergency services, and all those affected by the fires in your prayers. 
Pray for strength, safety, and hope in this Ɵme of great anxiety and loss. Many areas in our diocese have been affected by the 
fires including the Parish of Wimmera-Mallee (St Paul VI Parish): CommuniƟes of Beulah, Dimboola, Hopetoun, Horsham, 
Minyip, Murtoa, Nhill, Rainbow, and Warracknabeal.  Also pray for all those in our parish who are worried about their families. 

 

Ministry District of Wendouree, Creswick  & Daylesford  

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)  -  18th January 2026 

Our parishes are committed to the safety, well-being 
and dignity of all children, young people and         
vulnerable adults. We acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners and custodians of the land on which our  
Parish communities meet: the Wadawurrung and Dja 
Dja Wurrung people. We pay respect to their Elders 
past, present and emerging, and commit ourselves to 
the ongoing journey of reconciliation of first peoples.  

St Augustine’s  

117 Napier St,                                                                                     
Creswick                                                                                                                                              

St  Peter’s  

13 Duke Street 
Daylesford  

Our Lady Help of 
Christians         
480a Gillies Street, 
Wendouree  

Creswick/ Daylesford Office  
13 Duke St Daylesford      P: 0448 220 685              
daylesford@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
Office hours -   
Thursday  8:30am — 4:00 pm 
Friday   8:30am — 4:00 pm 

Wendouree Office                             
Office Hours:       Wednesday—Friday       
P: 5339 2302                      9am—1pm            
wendouree@ballarat.catholic.org.au       

Pope Leo XIV calls on Catholics to rediscover Vatican II teachings     
(Carol Glatz   January 7, 2026)  

 

The teachings of the Second Vatican Council are still "the guiding star" the  
Catholic Church is meant to follow, Pope Leo XIV said.  Rereading all of its teachings "is 
a valuable opportunity to rediscover the beauty and the importance of this ecclesial 

event," he said Jan. 7, 2026 and because its work remains "a guiding principle for us today." 
  

"We have yet to achieve ecclesial reform more fully in a ministerial sense and, in the face of  
today's challenges, we are called to continue to be vigilant interpreters of the signs of the times, 
joyful proclaimers of the Gospel, courageous witnesses of justice and peace," he said.  
  

The council, which convened for four sessions from 1962 to 1965, produced 16 documents,  
addressing everything from liturgy to Scripture, missionary activity to ecumenism and interfaith  
relationships, and the functions of clergy and laity to religious freedom. 
  

The council looked at the Catholic Church "as a mystery of communion and sacrament of unity 
between God and his people; it initiated important liturgical reform, placing at its center the  
mystery of salvation and the active and conscious participation of the entire people of God," he 
said. 
 

For the past six decades, the popes have repeatedly underlined the importance of Vatican II, its 
teachings and its fuller implementation. However, since the council was held so long ago, that 
means that "the generation of bishops, theologians and believers of Vatican II is no longer with us," 
said the pope, who would have been 10 years old when the council ended in December of 1965. 
  

"It will be important to get to know it again closely, and to do so not through 'hearsay' or  
interpretations that have been given, but by rereading its documents and reflecting on their  
content" directly, he said.  "Indeed, it is the Magisterium that still constitutes the guiding star of the 
Church's journey today," he said. 
  

Catholic News Service produced a significant documentary in 2015 called, "Voices of  
Vatican II," in which twelve men who took part in the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) look back 
at that historic event. It features abundant archival footage of the council, much of it rarely seen, 
and exclusive interviews with those who recount the history they witnessed and helped to make. 
All the voices heard in this film are of bishops and priests --including the late-Pope Benedict XVI-- 
who participated in Vatican II and who, in most cases, have played important roles in the life of 
the Catholic Church over the subsequent decades.     
 

Voices of Vatican II can be viewed on youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?



 

 
Recently Deceased:    
 
Anniversaries:  Pat Lloyd, Nickolai Fernandez.      

We pray:  for peace in all in areas of conflict, war and natural disasters,  ,  
         and for all those in need of prayers.           

Collections:  Thank you for your contributions                                                                                  

Presbytery:   $ 432.10   Parish: (Env, loose, DD, CC etc) $ 530.00  

 

Responsorial Psalm         Here I am Lord I come to do your will.   

Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia.  The Word of God became flesh 
       and dwelt among us. Alleluia! 

24th January, 2026      (next week) Saturday 6.00 pm  

LEADER OF SONG Sue Searls 

MINISTER OF THE WORD  Helen and Colin Feely 

COMMUNION MINISTERS Bev Hayward, Pat Dillon 

SACRISTAN  Anne Slattery 

Waubra Church cleaning January    Anne Dalton, Brian Gallagher 

‘‘Education in environmental responsibility can encourage ways of 
acting which directly and significantly affect the world around us, such 
as avoiding the use of plastic and paper, reducing water consumption, 
separating refuse, cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, 
showing care for other living beings, using public transport or 
car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, or any number 
of other practices.’  (LS n 211) 

Centralized Baptism Preparation Session 
Parents  planning to have their child baptised are  
required to  attend a  Baptism Preparation  Session.  
The next session is at  MacKillop and  Glowrey Rooms of  
St. Patrick’s  Cathedral Hall, 3 Lyons St South, Ballarat.  

               Thursday February 5, 2026 at either 10:00 am or 5:30 pm
 

Volunteering for any of the ministries during Mass?
If you would like further information please contact the 
relevant coordinator.
Reader and Leader of Song, 
Sacristans - Pauline 5334 3831  
Communion Ministers  (parish office). Please leave your 
name and contact details.
A new roster will be prepared mid February.  

Have you  
considered? 

Staffing 

Parish Priest:    Fr Marcello Colasante     

 

Finance Officer:  

Jackie Wrigglesworth 

     
OLHC Parish Co-ord & Safeguarding  

Officer:  (tba)  

MASS TIMES   

Saturday:  6:00 pm  Vigil  Wendouree 

Sunday      9.00 am  Creswick  

         10.30am  Daylesford   
Waubra   

1st  Sun of the month  8:30 am  
 
Weekday Mass 
Wed   11.00 am     Hepburn House           
Thurs   10:00 am    Wendouree           
Fri   10:30 am    Creswick 

 
Readings for Next Weekend:          

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  (A) 

1st Reading:      Isaiah 49:3. 5-6  
Psalm           Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10.  
         R.  vv.8. 9.  
2nd Reading:   1 Corinthians 1:1-3  
Gospel:             John 1:29-  34    
 

Pope Leo XIV has proclaimed a 
special Jubilee Year coinciding with 
the 800th anniversary of the death 
of St Francis of Assisi.  

The Apostolic Penitentiary, a  

Vatican tribunal that deals with 
matters of conscience, issued a  

decree published by the Franciscan 
Friars 10 January, declaring a year-
long celebration in honour of the 
Poverello, or the Little Poor One.  
 

The decree is from 10/1/2026 to 
10/1/2027 a special Year of  

St Francis may be proclaimed, in 
which every Christian, “following the 
example of the Saint of Assisi, may 
himself become a model of holiness 
of life and a constant witness of 
peace.”  
 

In a statement announcing the  

decree’s promulgation, the  

Franciscan Friars invited Catholics to 
take part in the Jubilee celebrations 
and hope that St Francis’ example 
would inspire participants “to live 
with authentic Christian charity  

towards our neighbour and with 

  

   Praying with the Holy Father 

           Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be 
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our 

communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and 
missionary Church.

The Contemplative Way 

The Contemplative Way series, presented by Fr Grant Bullen, (associate 
priest at the Cathedral of Christ the King), will continue in 2026. These 
sessions will look at the lives and teaching of Christian mystics, past and 
contemporary.  All sessions are Saturday afternoon in the Anglican    
Cathedral Hall. 49 Lydiard Street South Ballarat 
Session 1    “Stages on the Journey” 
           Saturday February 7, 2026 (2.30 
 

Session 2    “When the Way is Dark” 
                    Saturday May 2, 2026 (2.30 
 

Session 3    “Spirituality in the Ordinary Life” 
                    Saturday August 15, 2026 (2.30 
 

Session 4     “The Human Condition” 

                    Saturday November 7, 2026 (2.30 
 

There is no need to register. If you have questions, please email 
Fr Grant at bullengrantley@gmail.com

 

‘‘Education in environmental responsibility can encourage ways of  
acting which directly and significantly affect the world around us, such 
as avoiding the use of plastic and paper, reducing water consumption, 
separating refuse, cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, 
showing care for other living beings, using public transport or  

pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, or any number 

Strength in Vulnerability 
Reflection on the Gospel-2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

(John 1:29-34) 
-Veronica Lawson RSM 

 
To provide a reference for someone is a serious responsibility as well 
as a privilege because, more often than not, a good deal depends 
on the testimony provided in the reference. John the Baptist took it 
upon himself to provide testimony for Jesus of Nazareth. His testimony 
reverberates across the centuries, offering an introduction to 
Jesus for those who seek to understand this Jewish prophet and 
teacher who is more than a prophet or teacher. John wants his  
disciples to understand that the whole purpose of his water baptism 
is that Jesus “might be revealed”. He wants them to know that Jesus 
is “of God”. He is the “lamb of God”, the “chosen One of God”. He is 
the one on whom God’s Spirit descends and remains. Jesus comes 
before the Baptist and so ranks before him. 
 
Is the author of this gospel using the character of the Baptist as a  
vehicle for his particular Christology or presentation of Jesus? That’s 
what many scholars think, although some of the images in the  
Baptist’s testimony are firmly grounded in Jewish tradition and could 
well have been uttered by a prophetic figure like John the Baptist. 
Maybe the answer to the question is “yes, but not exclusively”. 
Whether the images have their origin with John the Baptist or with 
John the gospel writer, we might reasonably wonder what it means 
to say that Jesus is “God’s lamb”. 
 
Does the expression refer to the Passover lamb whose blood signifies 
liberation or deliverance? The imagery in John’s gospel in relation to 
the death of Jesus might point in this direction. Is “God’s lamb” the 
Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 who assumes the sins of the many? Is it 
an image of the lamb that God provides for Abraham’s sacrifice in 
Genesis 22? Is it evoking the apocalyptic lamb of Jewish literature of 
the time, the powerful conquering lamb that destroys evil in the 
world? Is it intended to Suggest vulnerability as in the prophecy of 
Jeremiah 11:19 (“I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter”).  
There is never a simple explanation when it comes to John’s gospel, 
but it seems to me that the symbol of strength in vulnerability has  
potential for understanding the characterization of Jesus in this  
gospel. The Lamb of God of John 1:29 “takes away” the sinful  
condition of the world. Twenty-one centuries down the track there is 
still violence and hunger and exploitation on a massive scale,  
exacerbated now by the climate crisis. The work of the one strong 
enough to risk vulnerability so that others may have life, the work of 
God’s Lamb, is never done. Witness to that is part of the gift that 
Pope Francis offered to our world. Despite opposition, even among 
those closest to him, he never wavered in his response to the distress 
of God’s people and the distress of God’s Earth. He invited us to 
“walk together” as siblings on the gospel journey and Pope Leo is 
now reiterating that call.  

Centralized Baptism Preparation Session  
Parents  planning to have their child baptised are   
required to  attend a  Baptism Preparation  Session.   
The next session is at  MacKillop and  Glowrey Rooms of   
St. Patrick’s  Cathedral Hall, 3 Lyons St South, Ballarat.   
Thursday February 5, 2026 at either 10:00 am or 5:30 pm 

Volunteering for any of the ministries during Mass? 
If you would like further information please contact the  
relevant coordinator. 
Reader and Leader of Song, - Corrie 0401 478 220   

Pauline 5334 3831   
Communion Ministers  (parish office). Please leave your 
name and contact details. 
A new roster will be prepared mid February.   

Praying with the Holy Father  
 

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be 
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our 

communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and 
missionary Church.  Lord, hear us 

The Contemplative Way  

The Contemplative Way series, presented by Fr Grant Bullen, (associate 
priest at the Cathedral of Christ the King), will continue in 2026. These  
sessions will look at the lives and teaching of Christian mystics, past and 
contemporary.  All sessions are Saturday afternoon in the Anglican     
Cathedral Hall. 49 Lydiard Street South Ballarat  
Session 1    “Stages on the Journey” – Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) 

Saturday February 7, 2026 (2.30 – 4.30pm 

Session 2    “When the Way is Dark” – John of the Cross (1552-1591) 
Saturday May 2, 2026 (2.30 – 4.30pm) 

Session 3    “Spirituality in the Ordinary Life” – Evelyn Underhill (1875-1941) 
Saturday August 15, 2026 (2.30 – 4.30pm) 

“The Human Condition” – Thomas Keating (1923-2018) 

Saturday November 7, 2026 (2.30 – 4.30pm) 

There is no need to register. If you have questions, please email  
bullengrantley@gmail.com  


