
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr George Kuruvila 
E-mail:  george.kuruvila@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
Visiting Priest: Fr Jim McKay 
Camperdown: Walls Street 27, PO Box 64, 3260 Camperdown, Ph: 5593 1284 
E-mail: camperdown@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
Hampden:1 Lyons Street, P.O. Box 25 Terang 3264 Ph: 5592 1195 
E-mail: hampden@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
Timboon: 31 Hamilton Street. PO Box 62, Timboon 3268 
E-mail: timboon@ballarat.catholic.org.au Ph: 5598 3193 Mob: 0439 145 805 

 

Parish Name Suggestion: Dear Parishioners, just a gentle reminder for naming our parish. As we move 
forward in forming our new Parish community comprising Timboon, Camperdown, and Hampden, you are 
invited to propose possible names for our united Parish. Sincere thanks to everyone who has already 
proposed the new names.  

Venerable Mary of the Sacred Heart Glowrey  
Pope Leo XIV has formally recognised the heroic virtues of the Servant of God Dr Sr Mary Glowrey JMJ, daughter 
of Victoria and missionary doctor in India. As of 21 November 2025, she now bears the title of Venerable Mary 
of the Sacred Heart Glowrey.  This significant step in her cause for canonisation makes her only the second 
Australian, after St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, to be accorded this honour.  Born and baptised in the Victorian 
town of Birregurra in 1887, and confirmed at St Joseph’s Church Watchem in 1896, Glowrey was an experienced 
doctor in Melbourne hospitals and private practice when she travelled to India, aged 32, and entered religious 
life in Guntur, located in present day Andhra Pradesh.  She spent 37 years in service to marginalised women 
and children.  Read more at the diocesan website https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/cause-towards-
sainthood-advances-as-pope-raises-mary-glowrey-to-venerable/ 
 

Caritas Australia Christmas Appeal:  Be a light in the darkness for families facing adversity this 
Christmas:  
This Christmas, we are inviting Australians to “be a light in the darkness” for families 
who are living through the trauma of war, displacement, and poverty. The intensity of 

the conflict in Ukraine has increased and more people are experiencing displacement and poverty.  But with 
your support, we can bring hope to these families. Our partner, Caritas Ukraine are on the ground working hard 
to prepare food kits, emergency shelter kits and psychosocial assistance to families facing adversity.  Donate 
today at www.caritas.org.au/christmas-appeal or click or scan the QR code. 
 

Diocesan e-News & “Our Diocesan Community” e-News: The latest edition of e-News has been published 
and is available to view https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/news/diocesa n-e-news/ or you can subscribe 
on this page to receive future editions straight to your email “Our Diocesan Community: The final edition of 
ODC has been distributed and is also available to view on the diocesan website 
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/news/ourdiocesan-community/ 
 

Praying with The Holy Father 
Prayer for January- For prayer with the Word of God: Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be 
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and 
missionary Church. 

 

Mercy Regional College  
Principal: Ms. Sharon Gillett  

St Patrick’s Primary School Camperdown 
Principal: Darren Lloyd Ph: 5593 1962  

McAuley Campus, Camperdown  
Phone: 5593 2011 

St Thomas Primary School, Terang 
Principal: Mr. Matthew Uzkuraitis Ph55921925 

O’Keeffe Campus Noorat  
Phone: 5592 5353  

St. Colman's Primary School Mortlake  
Principal: Ms. Janet Cain Ph 55992285 

Lismore, Cobden, Mortlake, Camperdown, Terang, Simpson and 

Timboon 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Sunday 04 Jan 2026 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
First Reading 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah (Is 60:1-6) 
The glory of the Lord shines upon you. Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory 
of the Lord is rising on you, though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples. Above you 
the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The nations come to your light and kings to 
your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes and look round: all are assembling and coming towards 
you, your sons from far away and your daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight you will grow 
radiant, your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you; the wealth of the 
nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come,  bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of the Lord. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11 
(R.) Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
1. O God, give your judgement to the king, to a king’s son your justice,  
         that he may judge your people in justice and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 
2. In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails.  
         He shall rule from sea to sea, from the Great River to earth’s bounds. (R.) 
3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts shall pay him tribute.  
         The kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring him gifts. 

Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, all nations shall serve him. (R.) 
4. For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy who are helpless.  

He will have pity on the weak and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 
Second Reading 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians (Ep 3:2-3. 5-6) 
The revelation means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same 
body. You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he meant for you, 
and that it was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has 
now been revealed through the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men 
in past generations; it means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of 
the same body, and that the same promise has been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through the 
gospel. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 2:2 
Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star in the East; and have come to adore the Lord. Alleluia! 
Gospel 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (Mt 2:1-12) 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, some wise men 
came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star 
as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so 
was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, 
and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for 
this is what the prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no means least 
among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the exact date on which 
the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said 
‘and when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having 
listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had 
seen rising; it went forward and halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the star 
filled them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
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falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and 
returned to their own country by a different way. 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 

permission of the publishers.  The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 

of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

HOMILY by Fr Michael Tate 

Stars and Seekers after Truth 

There is a fascination with stars: their beauty shining and sparkling in the dark canopy of the night; 

amazement and wonder at their number and extent. And who amongst us hasn’t stolen a furtive 

glance at the horoscopes, half humorously checking ‘what the stars hold for me’. The Magi, the wise 

men in today’s gospel story, were not like the writers of our horoscope columns. They were 

astronomers – astrologers from ancient religions found to ‘the East’ of Bethlehem, perhaps 

modern-day Iraq or Syria. In particular, they would have thought that the birth of those destined to 

be great figures would be signalled by unusual constellations of events in the night sky. They really 

believed that stars greatly influenced and controlled the destiny of human beings. But, these Magi 

were open to the insights of other religious traditions. And it was that combination of their own 

religion of astrology and their reading about Jewish expectations of a wonderful person who would 

inaugurate a new epoch of history, which led them to: To what? To whom? To Jesus, in a nondescript 

dwelling, in a nondescript town, hovered over by an exhausted Mary and a protective Joseph. This 

would be a most unexpected culmination of their journey. Yet, because they were genuine seekers 

after truth, they were open enough to see in this baby what their own religious teaching had 

prepared them for, even as they were led beyond that religious system. They were the first non-

Jewish people to kneel before that infant. They did homage to this baby. Why? I think it was because 

they realised that the stars did not control this infant. On the contrary: ‘There is something 

in this baby which caused the night sky to respond. This baby is responsible for the movement of 

the stars!’ They were sufficiently filled with wonder that they preserved the child from the deadly 

schemes of Herod, not reporting where they had found him. And, then they returned to their home 

country, ‘by a different way’. They were on a different journey after encountering the Child. What 

does this Gospel passage hold for us today? Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men 

from the East to the manger? In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every human being, prompting 

each and every one to become seekers after Truth. People may be trapped in the limiting language 

of their astrology or Buddhism, or an ideology such as atheism or whatever. Of course, those 

systems of thought cannot save anyone, though ‘the seeds of the gospel may be found in them’. 

However, individually and personally, Buddhists and atheists and astrologers can be set on a 

journey towards ‘the Love which moves the sun and all the stars’ (Dante). 

As a person responds to the (often anonymous) prompting of the Holy Spirit and tries to lead a 

good humane life, then the Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can draw them into the saving life 

of God. This is where we differ drastically from some fundamentalists. The Catholic Church believes 

that the billions in China and India, who have never heard the Gospel, can be saved. However, such 

persons, even leading humane lives, do not savour the fullness of Truth as we do with the privilege 

of having the scriptures and the sacraments. Where it is possible, we are obliged to offer them the 

road map to the Truth. That Truth which we have the privilege of understanding leads us to accept 

the claims made on us by the baby to whom the Astrologers paid homage: We understand and 

accept that He is the Body Language of God, that He is ‘God with us’, Emmanuel, that He indeed is 

well-named as Jesus meaning ‘Yahweh saves’, that He is The Answer to all the seeking after truth 

and the yearning of the human heart. O come, let us adore Him. © Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
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 What is happening in our communities this week 

Camperdown Parish Timboon Parish Hampden Parish 
Vigil Mass in Cobden at 6.30pm  Mass in Terang on Saturday at 06.00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Camperdown at 
11.00 am  

Sunday Mass at St Andrew’s 
Simpson 9:00a.m. 

Sunday: Mass in Mortlake at 09.00 am 
                Mass in Terang at 10.30am 

  Wednesday: Mass in Terang at 10.30am  
 Thursday Mass in Timboon at 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Friday: Mass in Camperdown at 
09.30 am 

  

Recent Deaths: April Morrissey-Chapon and Doug Walsh 
Anniversaries: 
Hampden: Martina Verhoeven, Frank Riches, Bernie Gleeson, Dora Vogels and Jack Kenna. 

Camperdown: Sylvia Lutherborrow, Mary Hickey, Dermot Lafferty, Annie Whelan, Michael Murray, Marie Lane, 
Margaret Loving, Maria Steuten, Tarcisio Rosolin, Graeme Horan, Antonius van Dijk, Valerie Rantall and Robert 
Hose 
Timboon: Vera Hickey, Madge Boyle, Bill Haig, Patrick F Nicholson, Greg O’Flynn, Peg Duffy, Laurie Loft, 
Nancy Nugent, Jim Rylance Snr, Brian Fleming, Patricia Gaut, Ann Dodd, Bob Maslin, Catherine Dendle, 
Gertruda Heyden, Frank Keegan and Anne van Duynhoven. 
Pray for the sick  
Hampden: Jack Glennen  
Timboon: Fran Evans, Pat Thornton, Hugo Reidl, Marlene van Nieuwkerk and Maree Leske  
Camperdown: Kristen Pickford, Brian Wain, Julie Karlsen, Basil Thornton, Catherine O’Flynn and Marlo 
McCarthy. 
Camperdown: Rosters for Weekend of 3rd & 4th January: The Epiphany of the Lord 
4th January The Epiphany of the Lord  
Cobden: 06.30pm Reader: G Gleeson                  POF: G Kelson                        E/Minister: J Dwyer  
Camperdown 11.00am Reader: A O’Flynn        POF: C McCarthy                   E/Minister: S Grinter 
Counting Team:    P & J Dwyer                                Altar Camperdown:           C McCarthy/J Delaney  
Church Cleaning: M & J Saunders                          Altar Cobden: Volunteer     Marian Statue: M Brown 
Camperdown: Rosters for Weekend of 11th January The Baptism of the Lord 
Cobden: 06.30pm Reader: E Darcy                      POF:  A Horan                       E/Minister: P Dwyer 
Camperdown 11.00am Reader: M Saunders    POF: J Saunders                   E/Minister: M Russell 
Counting Team: P & J Dwyer                                    Altar Camperdown: T O’Leary 
Church Cleaning: B Hewitt                                      Altar Cobden: Volunteer    Marian Statue: S Darcy 
Terang: Rosters for Weekend of 3rd & 4th January: The Epiphany of the Lord 
Readers:                                                                          06.00pm Catt Watt                       10.30am Des McKinnon 
Eucharistic Ministers:                                               06.00pm Clare Banks                  10.30am Rob Storr 
Laptop:                                                                            06.00pm Adele Richards            10.30am Trish Storr 
Linen for month of January:                                   Jan O’Brien 
Terang: Rosters for Weekend of 10th and 11th January 
Readers:                                                                         06.00pm Jenni Lennehan           10.30am Bernadette Wurlod 
Eucharistic Ministers                                               06.00pm Carmel Moloney          10.30am Justin Staunton 
Laptop                                                                             06.00pm Pam O’Keeffe                10.30am Des McKinnon 
Linen for the month of January                            Jan O’Brien 
Timboon Roster 4th January                                  No service in Timboon                                                                                             
Simpson                                                                          09:00 a.m. Mass 

Timboon Roster 11th January Assembly of Word and Communion: 9.00am 
Leaders:                                                                Ruth Hoffmann, John McInerney 
Reader: Noel McKinnon; P.O.F. Lyn McInerney; Eucharistic Minister: Anne McMeel 
Simpson: Assembly of Word and Communion 09.00am 
Holy Communion to Sick, Elderly or House Bound/Nursing Homes: Any family members who are aware 
of relatives (or friends) in the above situations who would like to receive Holy Communion at their place of 
residence. Please advise details to our Parish Office number or please contact Fr George Kuruvila at any time. 
Ministry will be arranged.  

  Parish Notices: All notices need to be delivered in writing, emailed or phoned by noon every Thursday: 
Clare Banks 0427677278 /George Swierczek: 0439 145 805 

 

Our community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the 
lands on which we live, work and worship Our God." 


