
Sunday, July 19, 2026 – Sixteenth Sunday of Easter Year A 
First Reading - Wisdom 12:13.16-19 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

In the place of sin, you give repentance. 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything, 

to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly. 

Your justice has its source in strength, 

your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 

You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned 

and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 

but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 

you govern us with great lenience, 

for you have only to will, and your power is there. 

By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 

how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 

and you have given your sons the good hope 

that after sin you will grant repentance. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5 

(R.) Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

Second Reading - Romans 8:26-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put into words. 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into words, and God 
who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of the 
saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God. 

Gospel Acclamation - See Matthew 11:25  

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel - Matthew 13:24-43 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 



Let them grow together until the harvest. 

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among 
the wheat, and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared as well. 
The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good seed that you sowed in your field? If 
so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has done this” he answered. And the servants 
said, “Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel 
you might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say 
to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my 
barn.”’ 

He put another parable before them, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took 
and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of 
all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and shelter in its branches.’ 

He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’ 

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them except in 
parables. This was to fulfill the prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 

and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the 
parable about the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower of the good seed is the Son of 
Man. The field is the world; the good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of 
the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are 
the angels. Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of 
time. The Son of Man will send his angels and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that 
provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

Life is Messy and God is in the Mess 
Reflection on the Gospel-16th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

(Matthew 13:24-35) 
Veronica Lawson RSM 

Experienced gardeners or farmers or bakers might take issue with Jesus’ choice of images for God’s 
empire or kin-dom of the heavens. They may be singularly unimpressed by the methods of the farmer-
gardener-God presented in today’s gospel reading. An “enemy” planting weeds “all through the crop” 
is no surprise to readers familiar with the earlier part of this parable chapter, although the land-
owner’s decision to leave the weeds to endanger the wheat crop seems none too smart. Mustard, 
known for its propensity to grow wild and threaten the life of every other plant in the garden, makes for 
an equally strange kin-dom analogy. God’s empire imaged as a baker woman taking yeast, a 
substance considered to be a corrupting influence in the first century Jewish world, and mixing it into 
twenty kilos of wheat flour, stretches the imagination in other directions. 



These images cut across the readers’ expectations quite dramatically. What might they be telling us 
about God’s kin-dom of the skies? In the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven, there is a 
movement from small to great that communicates something about the power of God to bring 
abundance of life from the most inauspicious beginnings. They do not seem to fit with the parable of 
the wheat and the weeds until we look a little more closely. The element of danger to the life of the 
whole is common to all three parables. Maybe Matthew’s Jesus is telling us that God is a God of risk 
who does not intervene but allows the weeds and endangering herbs to “infect” God’s field. Harvest 
season will be time enough to divide the wheat from the weeds, the life-giving from the infectious. In 
the meantime, the good seed must take hold. The good will finally outweigh the evil. That is small 
comfort, of course, to those who suffer at the hands of evildoers. 

In the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven, Jesus seems to be telling his hearers that their 
idea of infection or danger is different from his. At one level, he engages the more-than-human and 
talks about respect for the complexity of eco-systems. At another, he is talking about societal 
inclusion: the people that many consider unclean or sinful or demon-possessed are not to be 
displaced from God’s field or God’s table. On the contrary, they may be the very ones who season the 
life of the whole. Life is messy after all and God is in the mess. It is worth noting that the leaven 
parable offers one of the few occasions in the gospel where God is imaged as female. While we know 
that God is neither male nor female, most of us have been conditioned to use only male images for 
God. The parable of the woman kneading dough validates the potential of female experience to reflect 
the life and activity of God in our world.  

    

 

 


